Hello Mr. Pausch,

I apologize for the delay in responding to your e-mail, actually my son and I were vacationing in your beautiful state of Pennsylvania (although in Hershey area, not Pittsburgh) and I just returned to work today.

I applaud your efforts to think ahead during this difficult time.  Given your children's ages, they should adapt well to the move, particularly since it brings them closer to family that they already have established relationships with.  It seems that it would be best, if possible, to make as many of those changes before additional emotional upheaval occurs.  The kids will adapt well to the move either way, but it will be easier to do it now, while you can make that change all together, and then later, they will already be encircled by family and the matter of moving will not be an additional task to complete.  It will also allow much more comfortable and convenient caregiving by your wife's family during the time after your death, and your children will be able to reap those same benefits.

That being said, I recognize that making a big move like that is not always easy to accomplish in a specific time frame, and so if it doesn't occur now, it certainly would help the kids to make it a topic of conversation for them to become familiar with the impending change.  In short bits and pieces; at their age their concept of time is so "immediate" that they don't necessarily understand future events, but the topic of changing houses and what that would be like would be one way to introduce them to the future change.  There are probably some books about moving and it might be helpful to get one to read.

You can contact me at any of the below listed contact points (pager and

e-mail work the best for me, I am not in my office much and my voice mail tends to suffer....).

ps. here are some titles I pulled from Amazon about moving.  When you are ready, I have other information about talking with children about end of life.  I am curious:  What have you said or how much have you talked with your children about your cancer?                                                                       

 We're Moving (First-Time Stories) (Paperback)                              

 by Heather Maisner (Author)                                                

 Moving House (Usborne First Experiences) (Paperback)                       

 by Anne Civardi (Author                                                    

 The Berenstain Bears' Moving Day (First Time Books(R)) (Paperback)         

 by Stan Berenstain (Author),                                               

******************************************

Martha Aschenbrenner

KNIT Program Manager

(Kids Need Information Too)

     713-792-2489

or 713-404-3783(pager)

maschenb@mdanderson.org
knit@mdanderson.org
Subject: first questions                                                             

First, I am embarrassed to ask this, but may I enquire your last name?

I'm presuming your email address has truncated it...

Second, my wife and I have a high-level question that may be appropriate to ask now...  we currently live in Pittsburgh, but my wife and our 3 kids (age 5.5, 2.5, and 15 months) will end up in Norfolk, VA - she has a brother and sister-in-law with 2 kids and we will move very close to them, to give my wife help/support.  Our kids have spent a fair amount of time with that family; in fact they lived there for 2 months last Nov/Dec while I was undergoing treatment at MDA.

All things being equal (and it's not clear we'll even have this option), what are your thoughts regarding the impact on our children of our moving before vs. after I die?

thank you for your time,

  Randy

