
README FOR ELECTION CONTRIBUTIONS DATASET, VERSION 1.0

------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  WHAT THE DATA REPRESENTS

This data represents federal electoral campaign donations in the United States for the election years 1980 through 2006.

The data, fully built, will form a tripartite, directed graph.  Donors (individuals and corporations) make contributions to Committees, who then in turn make contributions to Candidates.  There is a many-to-many relationship between Donors and Committees, and also a many-to-many relationship between Committees and Candidates.  Each donor, committee, and candidate has a unique integer in this dataset.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.  DATA COLLECTION AND CLEANING

This is data collected from the FEC website:

http://www.fec.gov/finance/disclosure/ftpdet.shtml

This data is public.  Raw data from the website is problematic because exact data formats sometimes change between election cycles.  The data here has been adjusted to standard format and combined into all election cycles from 1980 through 2006.  A later version will include 2008 data.  Since complete entry of filed data is not instantaneous, adding data as soon as it is available may forfeit some accuracy.

The FEC data contained unique ID's for candidates and committees, however individual dibirs did not have unique ID's.  Since tracking donors over time is of interest, this dataset attempts to assign ID’s to unique donors.  However, the only consistent data from donors was name, city, state, and zip code.  Occasionally occupation or street was collected, but not always.  Therefore, we considered donors of the same name and zip code to be identical.  This is problematic in the following cases:

a)  There are several donors of the same name residing in the same zip code—they will all share one donor ID.

b)  A single donor moves.  That donor will have multiple ID’s.

c)  A donor changes name through marriage, uses different formats for name (such as a middle initial/name or suffix), has a name that is sometimes misspelled.  That donor will have multiple ID’s. 

Some text processing may improve the donor data.  If you are interested in working on this, please email me at mcglohon@cmu.edu and I can give you the package I used for parsing the data so you can add to it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  FILES IN THIS PACKAGE

There are 8 total files in this package.  There is an index of committees, an index of candidates, an index of donors (split into 4 files), donor-committee transactions, and committee-candidate transactions.   They are saved as MATLAB variables.  Future versions may have text files, or R files, right now I don’t have the webspace for them.

3.1 candidates.mat

A list of the 24348 candidates from election cycles 1980-2006.  They are separated by commas, commas in the dataset were replaced by semicolons.  Each line is one candidate, in the following format:

ID, FECID, NAME,PARTY1, PARTY2, ICO, STATUS, STREET1, STREET2, CITY, STATE, ZIP, COMID, ELECYEAR, DISTRICT

Please note that candidates appear in several elections, and election year and district are not updated.  However, one may deduce which elections candidates ran in by the timestamps of the donations.

ID


An int, the id used in this dataset.

FECID



FEC Candidate Identification.  A 9-character alpha-numeric code assigned to a candidate by the Federal Election Commission. The candidate ID for a specific candidate remains the same across election cycles as long as the candidate is running for the same office.

NAME

The reported name of a candidate in a federal election.

PARTY1

Candidate Party Designation 1.  The political party affiliation reported by the candidate.

PARTY3  (I do not know why this is called party3 and not party2 in the FEC data –MM)
Candidate Party Designation 3.  Party Designation Number 3 may have a value if no statement of candidacy was received.  This information is taken from any other available source (e.g. state ballot lists, published information, etc.)

ICO

1 character.  Candidate Incumbent/Challenger/Open-seat Status

I
INCUMBENT

C
CHALLENGER

O
OPEN

Candidate Incumbent/Challenger/Open-seat Status indicates if the candidate is the incumbent for the sought after office, the challenger, or if the seat is open. A null value is the default value for challengers.

'C' is used to indicate the candidate is a challenger in the current election cycle but had some other status in a previous election cycle.

'I' is used to indicate the candidate is the incumbent office holder.

'O' is used to indicate an open seat. Open seats are defined as seats where the incumbent never sought re-election.  There can be cases where an incumbent is defeated in the primary election.  In these cases there will be two or more challengers in the general election.

STATUS

1 character, candidate status.

C
STATUTORY CANDIDATE

F
STATUTORY CANDIDATE FOR FUTURE ELECTION

N
NOT YET A STATUTORY CANDIDATE

P
STATUTORY CANDIDATE IN PRIOR CYCLE

Current Statutory Candidate: A declared candidate for the current election cycle and has raised or spent $5,000.

Future: A declared candidate for a future election cycle. The candidate has met the $5,000 contribution or spending threshold.

Non Candidate: A declared candidate for the current election cycle but has not raised or spent $5,000.

Prior: A declared candidate in a past election cycle. The candidate met the $5,000 contribution or spending threshold in the past cycle.

In the current cycle, the candidate is paying off debt.

STREET1, STREET2, CITY, STATE, ZIP

Address data.  Note: Street, City, State, and ZIP Code information are taken directly from the Statement of Candidacy (FEC Form 2).

COMID

Principal Campaign Committee Identification.  The ID assigned by the Federal Election Commission to the candidate's principal campaign committee for a given election cycle.

ELECYEAR

Year of the election for which the candidate is running for office.  (not updated)

DISTRICT

Current District in which the candidate is running. For presidential and senate candidates this field will be missing or have a value of

zero (00).

3.2  committees.mat

A list of committees from election cycles 1980-2006.  There are 37275 lines in total, each line representing one committee.  Each line is in the following format (definitions taken from FEC website):

id, fecid, name, tresname street1, street2, city, state, zip, designation, type, party, frequency, interestcat, connectedorg, candid

ID, int

Unique id used in this dataset.

FECID, 9 characters

FEC Committee Identification.  A 9-character alpha-numeric code assigned to a committee by the Federal Election Commission.  The committee ID for a specific committee always remains the same.

NAME

Reported name of a committee.

TRESNAME

The officially registered treasurer for the committee.

STREET1, STREET2, CITY, STATE, ZIP

Address data from organization statement, strings.

DESIGNATION

Committee Designation, one character.

A
AUTHORIZED BY A CANDIDATE

J
JOINT FUND RAISER

P
PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE OF A CANDIDATE

U
UNAUTHORIZED

The committee designation code indicates if a committee is part of a campaign or not part of a campaign.

Committees with designations 'A' and 'P' are part of a candidate's campaign effort.  Committees with a 'U' designation are not part of a candidate's campaign.  Committees with a missing designation are unauthorized.

Committees with a 'J' designation may be part of a candidate's campaign.  These joint fund raising committees may include combinations of candidates, parties, and non-parties.  When candidates join a joint fund raising committee the committee is part of that candidate's campaign.

TYPE

The committee type code indicates the type of committee.

C
COMMUNICATION COST

D
DELEGATE

H
HOUSE

I
INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE(PERSON OR GROUP, NOT A COMMITTEE)

N
NON-PARTY NON-QUALIFIED

P
PRESIDENTIAL

Q
QUALIFIED NON-PARTY(SEE 2USC SECT.441(A)(4))

S
SENATE

X
NON-QUALIFIED PARTY

Y
QUALIFIED PARTY(SEE 2USC SECT.441(A)(4))

Z
NATIONAL PARTY ORGANIZATION. NON FED ACCT.

E
ELECTIONEERING COMMUNIC

Communication (C) costs are made by organizations (corporations, unions, etc.) and are communications directly to their members or appropriate employees.  These committees can either support a clearly identified candidate or oppose a candidate.

Delegate (D) committees are organized for the purpose of influencing the selection of delegates to Presidential nominating conventions.  The term includes a group of delegates, a group of individuals seeking to become delegates, and a group of individuals supporting delegates.

Electioneering Communications (E)

House (H)

Independent (I) expenditures are expenditures for a communication which expressly advocates the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate and which is not made with the cooperation or prior consent of, or in consultation with or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate or authorized committee or agent of a candidate.  These are individuals or groups not otherwise registered as political committees who undertake independent expenditures.

Non-Party non-Qualified (N) committees are separate segregated funds and nonconnected committees that have not qualified as multi-candidate committees.  A non-qualified committee may contribute up to $1,000 per candidate per election.

Presidential (P)

Qualified non-party (Q) committees are separate segregated funds and nonconnected committees that qualify as multi-candidate committees. They qualify as multi-candidate committees if all of the following conditions are met.  The committee must be registered for 6 months, have received contributions from more than 50 people, and has made contributions to at least 5 federal candidates.  A qualified committee may contribute up to $5,000 per candidate per election.

Senate (S)

Non-Qualified Party (X)

Qualified Party Committee (Y)

National Party Organization (Non-Federal Account) (Z) are committees established by national party organizations to raise funds outside the limits and prohibitions of the Federal Election Campaign Act. These funds can be used in nonfederal elections and may be used as a portion of the cost of administrative, generic, and fundraising expenses for the party.

PARTY

3 characters.  The reported party with which the committee is associated.

FREQUENCY

1 character.  How often a committee files with the Federal Election Commission.

A
ADMINISTRATIVELY TERMINATED

D
DEBT

M
MONTHLY FILER

Q
QUARTERLY FILER

T
TERMINATED

W
WAIVED

INTERESTCAT

1 character.  Interest Group Category

C
CORPORATION

L
LABOR ORGANIZATION

M
MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATION

T
TRADE ASSOCIATION

V
COOPERATIVE

W
CORPORATION WITHOUT CAPITAL STOCK

Interest Group Category only applies to committee types N and Q.  This is a categorization of the sponsoring (or connected) organization for

the committee and is provided on the statement of organization.  

CONNECTEDORG

Connected Organization's Name.  The reported name of the committee's sponsor.

CANDID

Candidate Identification

Columns 276-284

String

When a committee has a committee type designation of H, S, or P the identification number of the candidate will be entered in this field.  (This is the FEC id, not the id used in the modified dataset here.)

3.3  donors1.mat, donors2.mat, donors3.mat, donors4.mat  4 files that make up the index of donors.  They are divided into 4 files since older versions of MATLAB seem to not accept variables larger than 100MB.  There are a total of 6307291 donors (2M in donors1-3, and 307,291 in donors4), including individuals and corporations, who donated to committees.  Each line is one donor, in the following format:

id,name,street,city,state,zip,occupation

id is an int

name is 34 characters (including end spaces) 

street is either blank or 34 characters (including end spaces)

state is 2 characters

zip is a 5-digit int

occupation is 35 characters (including end spaces)

3.4 don2com.mat

Transactions from donors to committees, in the following format (all numerical):

Committee id, donor id, amount, year,month,day.  Note that this format is dest src amount, not src dest amount.

3.5  com2cand.mat

Transactions from committees to candidates, in the following format (all numerical):

Committee id, candidate id, date, year, month, day

4.  ADDITIONAL DATA FILES

Since it may be useful to have all years that committees and candidates were listed, in order to follow changes in these data over election years, I produced a new file which made a new record for each election year’s index of candidates and committees.  Candidates might have such changes as status or party, while committees may change the treasurer’s name or filing frequency. 

These files are saved as candidates2.txt or candidates2.mat, and committees2.txt / committees2.mat.  They are just as before, only the second column, between the ID and FECID is the YEAR (2 digits).

I did not do this with donors, as any change in name or zip code would result in a new record anyway.  The only other useful variable is occupation, and I thought tracking these changes would be less useful, as it takes a lot of text processing to use it anyway.  If you are interested in it please e-mail me and I can produce such a file.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.  THE FINE PRINT

I cannot make any claim on the data’s accuracy.  I am not a domain expert.  I have no affiliation with the FEC.  I am a graduate student at Carnegie Mellon University, and am using data like this for my thesis research. 

