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Bike Rides Out of Pittsburgh

Disclaimer

This guide primarily for the roadcyclist, isoffered asis, and is to be used at the
user'sown risk. Theuser of thisbook assumesll responsibilityfor riding safely, in
accordance with the law asdmmon sens@ndtaking nto accountocal conditions,
which are constantly changing, and which may differ from those described here.

The law-abiding author.
Acknowledgements

For thefirst few years Iwas in Pittsburghl, kept to the colored Beltwaysnd the
standard waybackhome. Little bylittle, | started toexploreandstarted tdieel more
and more like Christopher Columbudn this endeavor | wasncouraged by many
people who knew theads andhe territory betterthan Idid, obviously Dan Chew
and OscaRattenborglater Bud Harris, Eric Schaffer,and manyothers. At a certain
point, | felt confident enough tostrike out on myown, armed with a general
orientation of where | was, and with @iea of where theoads wouldead.I've ridden
all theridesdescribechere,and Itry to do them all in a two-year cycl8ome of the
photographs in this book are by Louis Finebergo encouraged me take acamera
on rides; most of the rest are mine. The purpose of some of them are to document tl
really havebeensomeplacdlike EastLiverpool, Ohio). But most are abbjectsthat
for one reason or another struck my fancy.
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Using this Guide

It is inherentlydifficult to write and tofollow someoneelse's bikeoutedirections,
so be patientand tokrant. The betteyou get to knowPittsburgh, the easierwill be
to follow the ridesdescribedhere.This isnot a completelyndependenguide, but a
list of suggestions. Get sonmeaps (or look it up a¥ahoo!or Googlg and look up
eachride beforeyou try it. Visualize itand askdirectionsalong theway. Once on a
ride, the routewill almost certainlyunfold logically. Startwith shorter ridesandwork
up to the bigger ones. On the dmend,don'tride overyour head; orthe other hand,
be bold and strike out on your own. How far can you go wrong on a bike? Ha.

Pittsburgh Area Cycling

The purpose of this collection of rides ista)document some dtiie betterarea roads
for cycling, without attemptingany kind of complete cataloguéwhich would be
impossible); b) tgrovide amanual ofcommon route$or use by grougides, in the
interest ofkeeping suchiides more ofess on trackand bgether; c) to preserve ride
memoryfrom one generation of Pittsburgbyclists to anotherand d) to encourage
further exploration of thearea aroundPittsburgh through théwvestigation ofroads
and routes not listed, of which there are many.

GET A LIFE!
s ..AM 1080

mj

-

These annoying signs have appeared_everywhere recently. It's hard not to take th
personally.

Peoplefrom elsewhere havgouble imagining this, but ia lot of waysPittsburgh is
like a little village. Getbeyondthe city limits, and you're incornfields and cow
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pastures (although more and maegtiently in little patches @wful McMansions). |
havecycled inmost parts othis country and extensively inEurope,and | can say
without exaggerationthat Western Pennsylvani@as some othe bestand most
variegated cycling available anywhere. It's notrtmgyh, and it's ndbo tameandit's
in easy reach of theity without having to get in aar. There's amunlimited selection
of pavedsecondaryoads.It's perfectly feasible, in &ull spring, summerand fall of
daily riding, never to repeat the sanue twice. This manual helps shgwu how, by
giving ride suggestions on whicyou canelaborate agou becomdamiliar with the
general Pittsburgh area and the territory near where you do most of your riding.

i1
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Bicycle-ride spectators at alpaca farm on Deer Creek Rd.

The areacovered by thiguide is rought thatbounded by dine running through
Butler in the north, the Ohio-West-Virginia border to thestyStateRoute981 in the
ea$, and Interstate 70(or, to begenerous,US40) inthe south,including all of

Allegheny County,andparts of ButlerBeaver, FayettéyVashington Westmoreland,
Armstrong,and Indianacounties,edging afpoints intoOhio andWestVirginia. This

territory contains some of the best bicycle riding in the United States.

In order tokeep the list ofides toa manageabl@aumber, maximunkength hasheen
set ataround 100miles roundtrip (althoughoneride goesfor as far asl25 miles).
Anyone who routinely takdsngerrides thanl00 miles doesn't neethe help otthis
guide. Most rides are in tt85-65 milerange. Thismanual assumes thgbu are an
experiencedyclist, used toriding on publicroads, have aoad bicycle weighing 25
pounds olless,and thintires, either700C clinchers or tubularésew-ups). Ridgood
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tires, and keep them pumped udulb pressure oeven slightly higherDon't bite off
more thanyou canchew.Work up from shorter rides tdonger ones,depending on
your condition.You will get whereyou are going ifyou a)allow lots oftime; b) ride
small gears, smaller than you think you should; c) keep stopsasttbtb aminimum;
d) if you can, ride with someone else with similar riding habits.

A useless sign. If there's a hill, what are you going to do about it?

In all, well over something like400 rides arelisted, not countingvariations on the
same basic ride. All complete one or another kindrotit. Well, with maybe one or
two exceptions, no simpleut-and-backides are included. Alhavebeenpersonally
tested, have made an indelible impression, and e found to be worth repeating.
Most have a logical flow, and so candaesily remembered oncelden. Even if a ride
doesn'tseem logicalfrom its description, an actual rideill verify its sensel have
tried to take account of rides that exist in the cyclolklore of the area, havindpeen
passedrom onecyclist to anothenVhenever possible dttribute rides to individuals
who have "discovered" them, or at least who | have learned them from. Funny enou
differentpeople and gendrans ofcyclistskeep independentlgiscovering the same
classic rides: good example beingPotato Garden Run Rd.Certainareas, more
familiar to me,have beentreated in greatedetail. Other parts are describeahore
schematically.

Trips are arranged geographicatiiockwise,according tahe usual exitaken out of
the EastEnd ofPittsburgh. Ibeginwith the HighlandPark Bridge, because many of
the rides listed there are short and within the capabitifiasnvide range ofide. Also,
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more rides depart this way thany other. Obviouslydifferentridesandways out of
town are better or worsagccording to the time afay and dayof the week. Some
roads are barelgafe during the morning omfternoonrush hours but aralmost
deserted on Sunday. Whi@ny ride can be ridden ireither directon, usually the
described direction, whether for reasons of traffic patterns, terrain, or psychology, is
more logical of the two options.

| do not always ride with a cyclo-computerodometer, or even a watchuch less a
heart monitor, nor do | much see the need to do any of this. More indicative of a ride
its difficulty and the time needed to accomplish it which, of cowaeyary from time

to time andrider to rider. llook at the clock at hombefore and after a ride. The
approximate length of a ride hdé®en obtained bynultiplying the typical time
required to ride ittimes 15mph (a decentaveragespeedfor a cyclist in good
condition,riding aloneandsteadily ona roadbike, over varyingerrain). Thus, a ride
listed as'45 miles' takesme aroundthree hours tao, or naybe alittle longer, to
count for a rest stop and traffic lights. This figure will be accurate to withid actual
miles. Itmay takeyou more or less timajepending on sucfactors asconditioning,
weatheryour response taills, and whetheryou ride alone or ina group.A group
ride can easily speed up aide by 3mph. | have resistetbreaking dowrridesinto
subsegments with mileage listed, because that's not how | or anyone | know ride(s).

-:.#.--. 1 Wi - i - — = -
Pittsburgh Hills. From the the 2003 Dirty Dozen ride. Photo by the Tribune Review



Hills

This is Western Pennsylvania, for heaven's sake. Alarostide you take is going to
have hills. The length of ade is usually a much better indicatordificulty than the
number of hills on it. If you try to avoid one hill, chances arewtiurun into aneven

bigger one. | experimentedor a while with a 1-to-10 systenbased orhow many

times Iheardcomplaintsfrom a particular bellwether rider, butWwasn'table totake

him on all of hese ridebefore hdeft town, andthere were some ridé® refused to
go on. Expect tofind a judicious mixture of hillsandflats onany ride. Look at the
narratives for more information.

Inaccuracies

The author apologizefor all mistakes, ofvhich he issure thereare many.Use care
and commorsenseand plan yourides inadvance, irconjunctionwith a good map.

If you are likeme, you will not take a man mostrides, but will make a habit of
going over where you agwoing beforehand anghereyou havebeen as soon as you
get home.

/

Take signs with a grain of salt.



Three-Star Rides

Slightly more thantwo dozen rides in ths collection havebeen selected as
representing a combination of inhererenest and a good introduction to the territory
aroundPittsburgh. These ridemre markedwith three star{**), and canalso be
found so listed in the IndeK.you havedone all ofthem,you will be able to say with
some degree dhuthority thatyou "know" the cyclingterritory around Rtsburgh,
although | would bet that no one knows it perfectly. There is just too much of it.

Maps

This book is designed tme used irconjunctionwith anindependent map enaps of
the greater Pittsburgirea. Thanaps thaiccompany this boolre pretty good, but
they indicateonly major roadseferred tan ride descriptiongand provide, lterefore,
only a generalorientation. Anumber of routes passutside theerritory covered by
these maps. Previous editions of thi9ook have included adetailed annotated
bibliography ofmostavailableareamaps. However, tlecidedthat too many maps of
the area appear agd outof print for this to be feasible.Most maps argust notvery
good: they aréhreadabletheydon't lig road names and, imny case,for the most
part they have been outmoded by on-line mapsyYl&#®o!andGoogle
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The Commonwealth of Pennsylvanies goodnaps ofindividual countieswith SR
(StateRoute)and T(Township)numbers accurateindicated;local road-names tend
to bemissing. These mapsnay be purchasefiom the state governemt or ordered
through alocal mapstore. Townships oftenhave excellent maps othe township
available for purchase at the township administratiaifding. Township maps are the
proper authority for the accurate names of roads under their jurisdiction.

The most detailed maps of the area are those d#r&eological Surveypn which
details theoreticallyextend toindividual buildings. Whilethese maps are thaal
arbiter onquestions ofdetail, the magified scale issuchthat they are ofimited
usefulnesdor planning bicyclerides. Also, they don't give road names. ThaJSGS
maps may be examined in the map room in the basement of the University
Pittsburgh.Some of theelevantonesfor Western Pennsylvaniean be purchased at
the Pitt Book Center. Auide to Pennsylvania's bikeils, part of the national Rails-
to-Trails network, can be purchasedrom the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy,
Pennsylvania Chapter, 209 Senate Ave., Suite 670, Camp Hill, PA 17011.

s I

e === prechyterian
The 151::|_‘|£u.«?-_]q buried here
'I"'E.‘..l"l.'u'a = a

Real bike riders don't read historical markers.

Sight-Seeing

Real bike-riders never sight-seegven if occasionallythey might accidentally see
something of historical or pictoriaiterest. Closgour eyesand keep omiding. | find
most interesting the wgyeople in the country seasonatlgcoratetheir houses: now
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for Halloween, now for Easter, for the 4th of July; and sd~omhistoricalinformation

on many of the sightgou will encounter on yourdes aroundPittsburgh,you may

want to purchasA Guidebook to Historic Western PennsylvdnyaHelen Smith and
George Swetnam (Univ. of Pgh. Press1991). Theseauthorshave the kind of
perspective on noteworthy objetk&t appeals to the casuavelerthroughWestern

Pennsylvania.

How Many Bikes?

This question often occuris householdwith joint bankaccounts. A cyclisheeds a
state-of-the artacing bike, aspare back-umnd foul-weathertraining bike,a go-to-
work bike, a mountain bike, aatk bike (fixed whdeno brakes), a single-spestieet
bike (like the foregoing,but with brakes,and maybewith bull-horn handlebars), a
dedicated time-trial bike, and possibly a bike sejugpfor your set of rollersThrifty
cyclistswill buy either atrail bike or a cyclo-croskike. You really don't needboth.
So nine bikes ia reasonablaumber,althoughyou'll also probablywvant to maintain
a vintage roadbike to taketo the coffee shop on Saturdaynornings. Oh, yes:
cyclotouristswill want to havea dedicated tourindpike, with braze-ondor attaching
racks andstuff to; sothat makeden. Many cyclists also have in thebarn a 1950s-
style balloon-tire cruiser for going to the post-office.

-

' - . -ﬂ#:

Start with the basics and wr up from there. Everybody 'hézgd's a single-speed fixe
wheel street bike with bull-horn handlebars. Sew-up tires, as here, are optional.
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Tools and Spare Equipment

| suppose the days have passed when all you needed was arhphens,and a cold
chisel. Still, no portable tool kitan prepargou for all eventualitiesOnce | needed a
17mm crank tool; incredibly, | encoutered someomehe roadJerry Kraynick) with
a 16mmcranktoo| but thatdidn't help, did it. See to itthat your equipment is
relatively new and in goodworking condition, and avoid antique orgimmicky
equipment (orcheerfully face the consequenceg))bwously, if you are riding with
several people, it's enough firleast someone tmave an item like aexwrench set.
Here isthe minimum tool kitrecommendedor long single-day ridesvhen riding
alone. Most of this stuff has to do with responding to tire and wheel troubles.

8 Obviously, aPUMP: agood, solidframe pump, able to withstanduse as a
defensive weapon against dogs. The old-style &llmapagnolo brass-headpdmps
are the best. Some pumps like Zefiad good for tiredyut don'tlastfor more than one
or two dogs.

8 MONEY: at least $10 in bills (thesays, maybe $20), plusaybea phonecard,;
IDENTIFICATION, and a medical insurance card; possibbyredit card tdouy atire
or a new wheelwith (though goodluck breaking dowrnwithin distance of a bike
shop). Carry money ing@astic zip-loc bag; thavay peopledon't cringe when taking
payment.

Don't throw away your old bikes. Give them to Free Ride.

8 TIRE LEVERS, andmnake sureyou knowhow to usethem tochange &ube.
Metal tire kevers have d@endency to pinch holes in thabe; better touse plastic.
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Clincher tires aregenerally recommendedver sew-ups(does anyonaemember
them?),becausdlats can berepaired on the road using an ordinaagomotive cold-
patchkit. Be sure tofind the reasorfor the leakand respond to @ppropriately (i.e.,
take thetack, splinteror glassshard out othe casing).Since | often break ordinary
plastic tirelevers,but am wary oimetal ones, | havéaken to carrying something
called QuikStik, a heavy-duty plast ic shop lever tazat usually take #@ire off all by
itself.

§ At least two INNER TUBES (or sparebulars), so thagou're not left without a
spare after your first flat.

8 A TUBE-PATCHKIT, for whenyou get three flatsAdd to the kit astiff-edge
razor for cutting adhesive tapand for other eventualities. Bewvarned that the new
instant patch kits, which work without rubber cement, are less redablesseasy to
re-do. Withthe instanfpatch kits,don'ttest thetubebefore installingt, or the leak is
liable towork its way out to theedge of thepatch.Replace thgpatchwith a normal
one when you get home, because the air will eventually find a way out anyway.

8 A CASING PATCH. Use arold, good, lightpiece oftire casing,about 21/2"
long, from which you havepeeledoff the tread.Some peopleise cutoutdrom plastic
milk cartons. In an emergency, you @so use dollar bills (Steuaevner clains that
$100s work best) or Power-Bar wrappers.

8 A Presta-to-Schraeder VALVEDAPTER. If your pumpbreaks, as sometimes
happens, with an adapter you can get a tire pumped a gas statn or at a house in
the country that happens to have a regular bike or car pump.

8 A SPOKE WRENCHfor on-the-roadrue-ups.Don't leave home without one,
and make sure it fitgour spokenipples. | haveseen lots of people stranded Wwieel
incidents which can only be addressdth afew turns of aspoke wench.Learn the
basic principles of wheel-truing; e.g., if you tighten up one side, loosen the other.

8 A couple of SPARE SPOKES with nipples. Form them into a loop and they'll f
into your saddlebag.It's annoyingnot to have asparespoke whenyou truly need
one. Make sure it has a nipple, becatise old spoke breaks at thgple, therewill
be no way to re-usi | have a toofor undoing thecassette on thevad,for cassette-
side spokereplacements (sdarther below),but I generallyprefer to limphome and
work on the bike there.

8§ Some sealed TOILETTRVIPES for cleaning upafter roadsiderepairs. You'l
really impressyour ride-mates wheryou pull them out.Thesecan alsobe good for
cleaning abrasns youmight incur; or for sterlizing a dog bite, ashappened once
with Adam Pollock.

8 A WRENCH KIT to fit your stem,saddle, brakes, deraillesind pedalclips.
Some combination tools meet most eventualities. In gersaipt agoodidea to be
adjusting things on the road. Yought break somethin@nd then ndool is going to
help. To tell the truth, | often leave this kit behind.

8 | havebeen strandedhen aCHAIN TOOL would have helpedhut | often
forget to carry one. In a true emergency, gan usually borrow a hammer, a nail or a
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punch, and @air of pliersfrom a synpathetic homeownet.havehad occasiomo do

this at least twice. Recently | splurged and got a wrench-set with chain-tool attach
8 | once had aifty tool called aPamir cassette lock-ring crackéoy taking off

cassettegor on-the-roadcassette-sidspokereplacementsbut | lostit, and they

stopped makingf. | have improvized witlihe two-piece toolset in the pictubelow,

which is only for multi-day tours when you're dependent on what you bring along.

=X ‘
::‘:x“_ -

The lock-ring tool is pounded into any cheap flat-wrench. The length of chain has
loop made out of a spoke which grabs onto a spoke in your wheel and holds the
cassette tight while you loosen the lock-ring.

8 You might want toinclude aBOLT FOR YOUR SHOE CLEAT, which can
sometimes come unscrewed and lost.

8 A roll of heavy-duty cottorADHESIVE TAPE. Somepeople carry duct/duck
tape, but | find it less manageable and versatile. Duct tape guarsdgficks toitself,
and it hadewer uses.One advantage of adhesive tape is thatam beunraveled into
string for tying things down; antican beeasily sizedor use as emergencein strip.
Next tosparetubes, tirdevers,and a spoke knch, adhesivape is the singlenost
importantpiece of spare equipmettt carry.Hereare themain uses have found for
adhesive tape:

8 If you runover asharp rock or piece gflass, or inany otherway get a casing
break,and don'thave acasingpatch, fashion aimside casingpatch out ofseveral
layers of adhesive tap®therwise, tirgoressurewill blow your inner tube through the
side of thetire. Use yourrazor blade tacut andtrim the patch. The inconvenient
alternative is to carry a spare fold-up tire. Even a small casing break will chafe the tt
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so you may eventuallyget aflat in any case, whetheor not your tubeblows out
through it, so check the tire after all fladsyd use thadhesive tape aminside band-
aid on all inner roughnesses.

8 On a worn tire, the casing may start to show througlrelad.Use adhesive tape
as a temporary outside bandage until you can get home to change the tire.

8 Should you accidentally tear your rgtnip replacing apoke, orshould yourtire
pressure blowhroughone ofthe spokeholes, aew layers of adhesive tapmver the
hole will be needed to hold the air pressure.

8 A stripped or loose pump @vater-bottlebracketcan be tapeéhst tothe frame;
or a bottle that likes to bounce out on rough roads can be fastened down.

8 A snappedtem orhandlebar bibis pretty muchdebilitating,but if you are still
aroundafter thishappensyou canwrap layers of taparound thgoint and make a
repair that will last at least unifou get slowyy home.Similarly, snapped saddle bolts
can be repaired enough to hold the saddigace to ride slowlypnward;and brakes
with snapped bolts can lied in placefor further cautiousriding. If none of this has
happened to you, you just haven't ridden enough.

8 A broken downbe (from metal fatigue on an dér metal-frame lke) happens
more or less all at once, and takes! by surprise. If thifappensand ifyou survive,
you cansplint thetubewell enoughwith tape to get home aty carefully. If you are
near an auto-parts store, see if they have some radiator hose clamps that will fit.

8 All manner ofprovisional roadsidehelmet, glove,shoe, pedal-strap, clothing,
pump, and handlebar-tape repairs can be made with adhesive tape.

8 If you are in a groupand someondalls far behind,you cantape directional
arrows to theoad at importanturns. Ifyou need to do this lat, it's better to carry a
surveyor's yellow grease crayon; or choose different ride partners.

8 Adhesive tape is gre#tr tying onto yourframe variouskinds of neatstuff you
find along the road. Use yowater bottle cages ti or atiachstuff in or to(put your
bottle in your jersey pocket), and then fasten it down with adhesive tape.

8 Adhesive tape also occasionally comeshamdyfor bodily first aid. As noted,
you might want toinclude a handiwipand asterilegauze pad in youkit, but don't
bandage a wound unlegsu are able to clean it out thoroughly/s usually best just
to leave it oozing in the open air until you are able to take care of it properly.

Food

Most people think too much about eatiagd drinking onrides. Forget Power Bars
and fancy electrolytereplacement drinks (although PowBar wrappers are strong
and can be usddr emergency casingepairs).Weak tea iggoodfor puting a clean
taste in your mouth. A bagel and water are good thingarty. Orjust bring along a
sandwich or &old hamburger. On a hot dayou might wantto replacesalt. Peanut-
butter crackersavailable virtuallyanywherefor almost nothing, may be the best
energy dosdor the money,and theyreplacesalt and iron. Replenish liquids at
conveniencestores althoughanyone should bable to gaofor three orfour hours on
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nothing buttwo bottles of vater in all but the hottestand most humid weather.
Strawberry milk, available at mosbnveniencestores, is fooaf the godsalthough it
Is seriously challenged by raspberry iced tea.

Willilamson.

Rest s and (lower right) tire repair by Dg

Clothing

Specifically cycling weahas alot to recommendt. Good bike shorts, thatlon'tride
down (I'm partial to shortwith strapsj.e. bib-shorts), argretty much a necessity for
comfort,and bike jerseyarejust plain convenientbecause of thpockets. Too bad
they don't ke breast pocketis jerseysanylonger,because they used to be handy
for sandwiches: anotheroncession to cheapnessd advertising. Nice clothing
promotes a better image ©fcling, so try tolook sharpfor this reasonalone. Heavy
bike glovesprotectyou from road shockand, whenyou fall down, they protectyour
palms. Avoid sleeveless jerseys: they're uselesdalh and they lookaunchy, as do
jerseys which ride up over your shorts and expose your rear end.dbpduwsebike
shoes with cleats, you're wasting a lot of energy. Clipless paddlthespecial shoes
they require are a nuisancey@u break down antave to walka distance but this
problem is outweighedby their efficiency and encouragement abrrect pedaling
technique. &l, when casually tourinffom place toplace, lusetraditional toeclips
and firm-soled shoes.
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What's wrong with this picture? If you guessed Doug Williamson's white shorts, the
you are right. They display every kind of stain.

Most serious cyclists wegprotective glasses againstocks, insects, lawnmowers
throwing woodchips, leaf-cuttersandlong-termdamagerom roadglare. Afteryears
of riding withoutglasses, too havebegun to do tils. Wear ahelmet; itkeeps people
from hollering at you for not wearing one, protects you from things thrown @atrsf
and maybe of actual help in aaccident. In thgast half-dozeryears Ihavelanded
hard on my headh accidentswice, and in bothinstances have to credit the helmet
for absorbing a lot of the damage. Other people will tell you similar stories.

It's always best taverdressAsk yourself how many times you have felt too hot
instead of too colthecause of your clothg. Above 65degreesyou canwear shorts
and ashort-sleevegersey. Between 6And 65degrees, wear light lycra tighésxd a
long-sleevgersey orarm warmersYou might carryalong a wnd-breaker against a
changedownward in theveatherBetween 50 and 6@egrees, put on lighights, a
heavier wind-breaker, wearturtleneckunder yourersey,and put on polypropylene
shoesocks.Between 4(and50, wearheavytights, add anouter wool sweater, light
long-fingeredgloves, some kindof ear covering, and cold-weatherbooties. In the
upper 40s, you can get by with cut-out heavy socks over your shoes instead of boot
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David Petrou illustrates the riple of comfort over fashion. Photo by John Griffin.

| stuff a few pages of newspaper underjergey as | start own achilly morning;it's
surpisinglygoodinsulation,and itcuts thewind. Below 40 degrees aduore hyers,
and ride faster and shorter. Feet are thebig problem. You might try wearing
polypropylene shosocks togethewith bootiesover shoecovers,and then a second
pair of booties over this. | try not to rigdhen it'sbelow freezing oraining, so ldon't
have any advice onthat. Thesetemperatures are guidelings around Rtsburgh,
where high humidity tends to make the cold more piercing.

Having triedout all the'modern'fabrics, Icanstate unequivocally that nothing beats
wool in all but the hottestveather,and possibly even then, tooHi-tech synthetic
fabrics don't "wick" moisture away from the body dw®tter. Thisnotion isa creation
of advertising. It seems toe thatthey holdmoisture morghanwool. The onlything
they're better than is cottofihey don't provide the sam@armth as woolyet wool is
not hot in warm weather either, as long as you keep moving. Most Hateats stain
moreeasily,are harder to get spots oof, and, mainly, snk horribly after just one
wearing. It's true that wool reqas more care tolean,but you don'thave toclean it
nearly as often. | recently spesix weeks cycling in Polan@nd Ineveroncefelt the
need towash the single wogérsey Ihad, while | wasvashing my othestuff every
day to get the smell out.
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Rain

No onelikes to ride in the raimandneither do |.This is agoodreason taide in the
morning, with no set schedule. That way you can take shelter under in a barn or un
a gas-statiorroof for ahalf-hour orso, until the thunderstornpassesl've found that
usually they do pass.

Pavement Types

gl
e

North Flaughtery Run Rd Don t cross off a road jUSt because |ts dirt, but ride really
rough roads with a partner, just in case.

Unlessspecifically statedotherwise, alroads described here amoothly paved and
rideablewith normal lightweighttires. A few roads may contain cinder @ravel
stretches. Don't be afraid of such roads; slow down and enjoy them.

COBBLESTONE properlyefers tounshaped rocks uses a crude roasurface,
virtually unrideablefor a bicycle. You haveprobablyneverseen arue example, as
there arenone aroundPittsburgh.For real cobblestonegou'll have to go to Europe,
where they are disappearifigst. In the city one often encountersither BRICK
PAVEMENT or so-calledBELGIUM BLOCK, even the worst of which may be
ridden with no trouble, although it is slippery when wet and in corners.

METAL-GRATE BRIDGES are nunerous andlangerous; even the masireful
and experienced ddyclistscanfall on them.When such dridge iswet, you should
dismount and walk acrossat, if possible, ride on a sidewal/hen such dridge is
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dry, ride straight,slowly, smoothly, in a smallish geanpt coasting.Or get off and
walk. When riding over other bridges, watch out for jagged-tooth

EXPANSION PLATES intowhich your wheelcan slip. Be prepared to put one
leg down and puskour bike acrosdarger seams in the road. The saguoes for
slanted railroad crossings.

Townships are apt tbAR AND CHIP aperfectlygood road at any timeithout
notice. Itmay takehalf ayear or mordor the gravel togetground nto thetar. Until
then, it's best to find an alternative route.
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A sign bike-riders dread: Fresh Oil and Chi. The job here essentially cuts off ride
to Lake Arthur for the rest of the summer.

SLANTED RAILROAD CROSSINGSsome of whiclcan be quitdreacherous,
andharmful to wheels. Tryot to gooverrailroad trackswith automobiletraffic; and
don't go over them at a slant. The margin between Isaifegind having a serioufall
Is very slim. | can't count the number of times I've seen people fall on them.

In the city, SEWER GRATES are a big problem, because traffic often forces you
ride overthem. Theoneswith the slanted grates atlee scariest. | try taide across
them at a safe angle. The mdangerousspect osewer grates comé&®m their not
fitting tightly, leaving agaping crack intowvhich your wheel can fit, causing your
wheel to collapseand you to flyover the bars.Don't ride through thecity with
bravado; it's foolish. Take it slow.

Watch outfor WIDE-SWINGING CAR DOORSsometimedrom soppedtraffic
letting out passengers.
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Oh, anddid wementionPOTHOLES? Here's tip: when ridingat speedover a
very rough roadsurface, ifyou feel you haveto, keep yourhandsaway from the
brakes. Hitting a pothole fast with your hawldaped over the brakean causgou to
seize the brakesnd send/ou cartwheelingendover end, withbad consequences for

your state of body.
_—
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These BicyclePA signs, indicating more-or-less safe and flat roads for long-distanc
bicycle travel, have appeared in the last few years across the state.

Road Designations

Pennsylvania StatBoute numbers ofterprovide aclue to therideability of aroad.
Single anddouble-digit route number@or example, SR8, SR51, SR1%nd so on)
tend to be majoarteriesand shouldusually beavoided. Three-digihnumbers(for
example,SR136, SR356, SR910, and so on) are secoratteyes.They are often
rideable butcan beless enjoyable because dfaffic. They may have a ridable
shoulder, buthey maynot. Four-digit routeSR4018, SR3006tc.),and bwnship
roads (T385, T507, etc.) are usudlig most appropriafer bicycling. Remembethat
conditions can change drastically accogdio the time of day and day of theek. If
you are able to ride in the mid-morning, there is often a lull in the traffic around then.

The name of aoad sometimes provides a hint as to what lies ahéadording to
local custom, arbad' usually actually leadsomewhere, hereas'streets’,'lanes’,
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‘courts', anceven'avenues' oftelon't. Boulevards do tend tead someplace, but
they are oftn main thorofareqfor example,WashingtonBlvd., Ardmore Blvd., or
BabcockBlvd.). It sometimes seems thadlf the roads in the area are called this or
that'Run Road'. Arun' is acreek or creelbed;the roadparalleling itwill be either
uphill or downhill, following the course of theun, and itwill almost alwaysconnect
with some dber road.Similarly, 'hollow road' or'valley road', as in SpookKollow
Rd., Turner Valley Rd., and so on, are good bets.

A 'pike' is usually what ideft of a former major thorofare,now probablyserving as
intermittent frontage to some major highway. 'Pikes' can be good roads, bafténey
peterout, as daoads calledold this orthat highway omroute’, or'this orthat route
extension.! Soméikes' are narrow, twisty, and hilly, and wild, for example, the
intermittent stretches of Northern Pike.

A 'road' more often than not leadis, orused to leado, what it is namedafter. But
don't expect tget toBrownsville, for example, byfollowing Brownsville Rd.Maybe
you once could, but no longer. Roads between towns are often afadietdoh towns
on maps, but in either of the towosncerned thewill be named aftethe otherone.
Hardly any people out in the country usesgenknow thefour-digit nunber of the
route they may live on.

The Red Belt outside Tarentum.
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The Colored Beltways

Pittsburgh is circled by a systeoh colored beltvays (Blue, GreenYellow, Orange,
Red), indicating majosecondaryoutesaround theoutskirts of thecity, to adistance
of around 25miles. A Purple Belt inside domtown has alstbeenadded, butvhat is
really needed isn additional"Black" Belt out beyondthe Red Belt. The system is
most complete in the north. The Blue, Yell@amgd Orange Belts circke south of the
city as well. The beltays are a great hefpr orientingoneself inunfamiliar territory.
Most of thenorthern connectionwith the beltwaysare described undétlighland
Park Bridgeand 62nd Street Bridge Good mapsfor viewing the Beltways are the
AAA Map of Pittsburghand Vicinity, the RandMcNally Pittsburgh MetrdMap, and
the RandMcNally PittsburghStreetfinderMost stretches dhe beltways are bicycle
friendly, considerably less so in tBeuth Hillsand neathe airport. Southernparts of
the Blue,Yellow, and Orange 8lts arefairly nasty inparts. TheOrangeBelt should
be avoided in theicinity of the Pittsburgh International Airport, where bicyttfic
may be illegal and is in any case totally impractical.

A'hopeful sign along Wildlife Lodg Rd. outside New Kensington
Coexisting with Auto Traffic

Ride confidently, but don't ride with a chip on yourshoulder;you'll have needless
aggravation. You have the right to be be toad, but giveaffic a wide berth anyway,
and don'thesitate to plover to the sideand signal tolet traffic pass. Balert. Use
hand signals. The best thingdo to a rudemotorist is eithergnore him/her orwave.

EXxpress appreciation to motorists wdiige you a beak. Befordbeingovertaken on a
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road, try to look back at the overtaking vehitbegonvey the idethat you're aware of
it and doing your best to keep out of its way.

Much by way ofenhancingpublic awarenesseeds to belonebefore most motorists
become convinced of tHegitimacy ofbicycle traffic. It's worse in some parts of the
Pittsburgh area than wthers. Sometimesven therudestand most abusive motorist
will turn into anordinary person ipproachedor directions, say, itheir ownfront
yard. A helpful thing PennDOTcould dowould be to post Bicycles-Have-Equal-
Privilegessigns at regulamtervals along secondary andiral roads.This is being
done to aslight and insignificant extent. Mch morehelpful is the drive toretrofit
country roads witlpaved shoulder$8ecause of thiprogram, ovethe pasfew years
many formerly dangerousharrow roadswith heavy tuck traffic havebecome much
safer, for example, SR228 in the north.

o L
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Avoiding Accidents

The most frequentar-related bicycleccidents arecaused by doors being opened
from parked carsand, occasionallyfrom doors openedrom cars stopped irraffic.
Give parked cars a fairly wide berth, and always look to see whether there is some
in the driver's seat. Ride slbwpast stopped acreeping automobil&affic, andwatch

out for cars turning to the right in front of you without signalipgu may be riding in
their blind spot, or they may just ro¢ paying attention. Papecial attentioro large
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trucks taking a turn acros®ur bow: the drivetmay not be aware where hisar
wheel is tracking.

Anothercommon source of accideist bike-rider daydreamingesulting inrunning
into logs, large rocks, @ven into théack of parkedrehicles (the "drafting parked
car phenomenon"). | oncan smacknto a largewhite highly visible barricadenewly
placed across a roaccommonly ride. ididn't see it in mymemory, so didn't see it
in fact. Bealert to theroad atall times,and expecthe worst. Don't practice your
rapid-descending technique by yourself on an unknownfesdtbm home.Don't go
fast on ablind downhill just because/ou know the roadfrom last year.Road
conditions get worsand worse all the time. liyou run into an unexpected and
unavoidable potholejon't brake oryou'll risk a somersaultlust ridethroughit, and
you'll probably come out all right on the other side.

The worstaccidents are usualjue toequipmentailure. Things like barsand stems
are critical You should use race-test equipmentproduced by well-known

manufacturersandeventhen bealert to the possibility of manufacturirdgfects and
failure. Tightenbolts, but don't over-tightenthem,just to the pointwhere theysafely

hold. Test your equipment out before racing or ridingt.okeep yourpedalcleats in
good condition.

Dogs

Some of my beedtiendsare dogs, but some rurehnines takdoike ridersfor fair

game. Dogs are one of theasons | carran extra-heavypump. Abonk onthe head
won't harm a dog, arttie dog may think tiwe next time it attacks bike rider Most

dogswill desist ifyou slow down orstop andconfront themperson toperson, so if
you have time, try thid:ve neveractuallybeenbitten, but | havebeen orrides when
this has happened tothers. | havebeen knockedover by a charging dog.

Occasionally you will encount@rnice boredlog inthe open countnthat just wants
to run with you for fun, and you've got to encourage him.
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Egregious social blunder: Eric Schaffer checks his e-mail on his Mulberry at a rest
stop.

Ride Etiquette

It's almost always morenjoyable toride in a groupalthough around Rsburgh
groups larger than a dozen or so can be hard to manage in traffic. Obviously, peopl
completely different riding profiles (speaking figuratively) don't necessarily mix on th
same ride,and probablyshouldn't start out together. Howver, with a little
consideration (stops at reguiatervals, lettingoeople knowwhat'shappening)riders

of widely different abilitiesandfitness levelsanride togetheandhavegoodrides. If

you startout in a biggroupthat has troublesticking togetherconsidersplitting into

two smallergroupsatfter 10-15 miles or so, bycommonsense, mutual consent, and
understanding. The main point is: a rider habdable to ride tight in group on the
flats atthe pace group naturallysetsfor itself; otherwise, he oshe should be on a
different ride. Given this, a ridbat starts outogether shouldinish togetherwhatever
happens irbetween. Hammer, blast Undls, and sprint after garbagerucksand city-

limit signs, but wait up at majantersections and ather pointsagreedon. Don't ride
ahead whesome people argtaying behind tavait for others. Waitfor people with
flats or oher mechanical troublesomeday itwill be you. Pay attentionand don't
leave someone alone or, if you absolutely have to, make sure they know how to rett
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| Double-points sprint sign.

Riders in backdepend orthe good sense ofthe riders upfront. Still, Pitsburgh
cycliststend to exaggerate in the usehaindsignals,alerting other riders to minor
deformities in the pavement, which typically occur every foaaorThesensible thing
to do isto ride ruggedwheelsand tires, hang back on badoads,and savehand
signals for pointing out genuine potholes atiter dangers, likencomingjoggers on
the wrong sidef the roadlIt's always better t@wervethan tobrake, buit's best not
to do either. Always swerve minimally,and signal if you have timeto. In a tight
paceline, ride over manhot®vers rathethanswerving toavoid themAlways signal

a slow-down or stop by putting your hand down and back. As a gen@@bler; yell
"tracks" to warn of RRracks,"gravel" on loosdurns,and "car up" or "car back" to
warn of anup-coming car on a narrow twisty road.Remember there are people in
back ofyou. Riders infront shouldsignalmajor right- or left-handturns. Never ever
brake and swerve without warning, especially on a downhill. Help cars get around y
by telling riders up front to form up single-file.

Local Riding Culture

Every locality hasits own riding (andracing) culture,and if you want to enjoy
yourself in that culture, you have to abide by it. It's bigger than you argpaitidjust
end up by annoying people byihg toreform it.| haveheardthat there are places in
the west whereiders religiouslystop atall stop signsandwait at all stoplights.That
isn't Pittsburgh, where riders end to makeommon-sense assessinof the situation
and act accordingly, taking care not tnnoy orimpede automobile tf&c or
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endanger fellow riders. | was once drivegazy on a cyclingacation inWyoming by
riders insisting on signalling right-hatuins by cockingup their left hand as ibut of
a car window, instead of using their right hand, as any sensible person would do.

You'll want to choose you riding partners more carefully than this.

Pittsburgh ridersvear helmets ogrouprides;don'ttry to buckthe custom, oryou'll
createresentmentFor themost part,pleasant social rides in Pittsburgh &oe the
coffee-klatschset. Local riders have noidea what itmeans to'ride tenpo," which
means to ride at a brigndevenpacewhich the entirggroup can keep upith for
miles and miles. They insist on trying to shihat they, on this given dagnd onthis
given stretch ofoad, arestrongerthan youare, orcan beatyou up this particular
upward declivity in the road. On a rollifgl, theywill kill themselveslemonstrating
their breakawayskill. Soridersend upscatteredall overthe landscape, necessitating
constant regrouping, buthat's the way Pittsburgh ridings; get used to it
Inconsistently, local riders are gnsomewhat combativever spring to town and
countylimit signs,andfestivalbanners hangingver roads. Ilfyou want to behappy
when group-cycling in Pittsburgh, go with the flow.

Places to Drive to Ride to

Perhaps not everyone wants to brave the sometiess traffic onmany ofthe ways
out of Pittsburgh; oisomepeople mayhavefamily members not up to the challenge.
By all means, pack your bike your carand drivesomeplace, like to theead of the
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YoughioghenyTrail in Boston. Butdon't gosouth to Ohiopyleor north to Presque
Isle (for some reasoravorite destinations of Pittsburgh week-etytlists). Thereare
plenty of peaceful countmpads inthe immediatevicinity of Pittsburgh. On a bicycle,
every bump in the road, stray cat, dilapidated farmhouse, roadside stand, piece of r
kill, or front-yard pottery or gnome display isjust as sightvorthy as more
conventional picture-bookscenery.Because othe majorrivers and highways, the
land around Pittsburgh divides up istanumberof pockets,eachwith its own unique
characteristics, waiting to be explored.
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So many places to go, and so little time to do it in.

If you really have to get iyour carand drivesomewhere to ride, go to Washington,
PA and head south into lower Washngton and Greene counties. That's whiary the
beautiful unspoiled riding is around here.l supposéegitimate to drive tohe start of
the Youghioghenyfrail in Boston,becausat's pretty far away,and the intarening
scenery isn't that great.
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The Boston Bridge, beneath which the Youghiogheny Trail begins. Photo by Loui
Fineberg.
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Highland Park Bridge

The Highland Park Bridgeas usually approacheckither by riding down the Zoo
Hill (now carryingthe corny naméne Wild Road) orfrom Washington Blvd. to
AlleghenyRiver Blvd., thenleft andright across théridge. Usually, exit on thérst
off-ramp totheright, into Aspinwall on what wewill refer to as(OIld) FreeportRd.,
although thenext exitcan be used t&harpsburg, in the oppositerattion. Rides
across the Highland Park Bridge generally head northeast on FredpqedRng off
to the left at various places.
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Freeport Rd. in Aspinwall.‘\"Natch out for the iie gray-haired old lady. Photo by
Louis Fineberg,

Freeport Rd.

The road from the Highlanidark Bridge td~reeport on Freeport Rd. is mentioned
more often than any other road in this guide. It goes through a lot of small towns, bu
provides some of the best flat riding in the area. At Tarentum, Freeport Rd. goes left
a shorthill and thencontinuesright, allthe way toFreeport. Analternativeflat road
(River Rd.) sticksnext to theriver for anotherseveralmiles. There arefour bridges
along FreeporRoadoverthe AlleghenyRiver worthmentioning: the Hiton Bridge
at Oakmont; the New Kensington Bridge; frementum Bridge; and th@arvers Ferry
Bridge out of Freeport on SR356.

Squaw Run Rd.Turn leftoff Freeport Rd. orox ChapeRd. (theGreenBelt); fork
left on SquawRun Rd. (alongwhich TeresaHeinz supposediiives). Take this up to
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Dorseyville Rd.(left). Left on Kittanning Pike mto SharpsburgReturn over the
Highland Park Bridge. [15 miles]

Fox Chapel.Take Fox Chapel Rd. (the Green Belt) @ftFreeport Rdandfollow it
over three hills. While going downhill before the third hill on this ride, kefon Old

Mill Rd., then right on Fairview Rd. to Dorseyville Rd. Turn right on Dorseyville Rd.
to Saxonburg Blvd., left to Etna. [25 miles].

Hunt Rd. For a quick winter's ridestartout asunderSquaw RunkFrom Squaw Run
Rd., turn left on Hunt Rd., and follow it uphill to Sharpsburg-KitannindRd. (left),
which takesyou downthe chilly descent into Sharpsburg. [10lesi. You canalso
run into HuntRd. byfollowing the Guyastua Rdride upCenterAve. andtaking the
first left from Guyasuta Rd., on Buckingham Rd., which runs into Hunt Rd. (left).

Old Mill Rd. Begin as undebquaw Run Rd&rrom Squaw Run Rdurn right on Old
Mill Rd.. Go left on the GreenBelt (Fox Chapel Rl.) to Dorseyville Rd(left) and
return as unddfox Chapel [20 miles].

a5
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Very steep Powers Run Rd. .gs se roFreeport Rd.

Guyasuta Rd.The roads irand around Fox Chapptovideinfinite varietyfor short,
pretty, andhilly rides,too numerous tonention,but try this: just afterthe turnoff the
Highland Park Bridge to Aspinwall, arad the seconéight take CenterAve. left up a
dramatically steep hill t@suyasutaRd. (right), leading upand eventually past the
GreenBelt, becoming FieldClub Rd. Follow this to Powerun Rd. Go left on
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PowersRun Rl., becomingFox ChapelRd. and follow Fox Chapel[30 miles].
Powers Run Rd., leading up frdfmeeport Rd., ifsommonly considered tasteep; try
it some time.

SpaceWarp. Thisride invariably tricks mento messingup directions. Starbut as
underGuyasuta RvTake Field Club Rd. (thextension of Guyasufad.) pastPowers
Run Rd.,andfollow the main road, eventualifighland Rl., tothe GreenBelt. Turn
right on theGreenBelt andfollow it left at Fox ChapeRd. As the roadtarts to go
downhill, look for a left ontdDld Mill Rd., andfollow it back toSquawRun Rd. Left
back toAspinwall, pasia crossingwith GuyasutaRd. from the other direction than |
think I'm heading. [25 miles]

RIDC Park. This industrial park straddlesSR28 justbefore Blawnox, with an
entrance from Freeport Rd. é&tpha Drive. There is agently rolling closedcircuit of
about[1.5 miles],usuallywind-swept.Although somewwat boring, thigs a loop one
can safely take family members to.

Approach to the Guys Run climb.

Guys Run** A good shorter ridefor evening trainingconsidered docal classic.
Take FreeporRd. past the Hiton Bridge. Just short of théellow Belt, atthe Eat 'n
Parkrestauranttake Guys Run tathe left (a greatclimb). Follow the GreenBelt to
Dorseyville Rd., then baciks describedboveunderFox Chapel [30 miles]. Toward
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the top ofGuys Run H., Locust HIl Rd. goesoff to the rightover to SR910for a
connection tdRich Hill Rd.

Indianola. Also aclassic evening training ride. Tubeft from Freeport Rd. onto the
Yellow Belt (SR910) and up aralerthe hill. Somewhat past thegottom,turn left on
Indianola Rd. (auniquely tough, lung-searingclimb). Eventually, turn right on
Dorseyville Rd. to Saxonburg Blvd. (left), back through Etna. [30 miles].

Mill Dam Rd. Continuepast Indianola on SR910. Right on Cdvan Rl left on
Mill Dam Rd., a really good long climb. Left on Rich Hill Rd. to Michaels gidht),
right on Little Pine Creek Rd. to Feeport Rd. and return [35 miles].

Locust Hill. Locust HIl Rd. cuts Indianola slightly short, but is alsovery tough.
Instead ofdescending on the lgr side of th&sR910climb, turn left on Locust Hill
Rd. (more climbing) and joicuy's RunRd. toward the top of th&uy's Run climb.
Continue as pgBuys Run[30 miles].

Rich Hill Rd. Take Guys Run Rdto toward the top of thelimb, turning right on
Locust HIl Rd. at SR910 jogright and thenleft on Rich HIl Rd. and do adescent.
Going straight will eventually takgou on Jacoby anblixon Rds.over to LittleDeer
Creek Valley Rd. Instead, go left up a steep stlonb, still Rich HIl Rd., to aleft at
a T. Rich Hill Rd. winds to theOrangeBelt and SaxonburgBIvd., on which you
return via Etna. [30 miles].
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Hill Heaven.Take Guys Runbut turn rightoff Guys RunRd. onLocust Hil Rd.
Right andleft at SR910 on Rich H Rd., becoming Jacoby dr, becomingNixon
Rd., to Little Deer CreekValley Rd. Cross this and headtraight, down an
unpromising entry to SR2&eep right and it will lead you through @eswick to
Tawney Run Rd., which will roll up to Butler-Logan Rd. Continue straight, into
Creighton on Murray H Rd. (steep downhilljust short of where th®rangeBelt
comes intoFreeport RdTurn left and thenleft on Clarks Pike, and climb it up to
Butler-Logan Rd. (right)Left on Log CabinRd. Crosd.ittle Deer Creekvalley Rd.
and climb Lafever Hill. Keepright on Rich Hill Rl., left on Mill Dam Rl., left up
CoveRun Rd. (verysteep)jeft on Rich HIl Rd. to SR910(left). Return on Freeport
Rd. [40 miles].
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Honking tunnel on Little Deer Creek Rd.

Yellow and Green Belts Follow the Yellow Beltff Freeport Rdall theway over to
the Ohio River at Glenfield, then lefth OhioRiver Blvd.to theGreenBelt, returning
all the way to Aspinwall (with the opportunity tocut short atvarious points,e.g.
Rochester Rd., Babcock Blvdit. Royal Blvd., Middle Rd., SaxonburgBlvd.) Up to
[55 miles].

Tour of East Deer.Begin as undeHill Heaven In Cheswick turrieft on Yutes Run
Rd. and take it up hitb Butler-Logan Rd(left). Quickly turn right downClarks Pike
(Run) RJ., taking you to Crawford Rl., that is, the OrangeBelt runningbetween
SR28 andrussellton. Turreft and go up thérangeBelt climb, then turn right on
Russellton Airport ., then rightagain up BaileysRun Rd. Look for a left on
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Fairfield Rd., which will take you up st past theclimb coming out ofDeer Lakes
Park, onDays RunRd. Left through Deer Lakes Park RusselltontakeLittle Deer
Creek Valley Rd. to Freeport Rd. (right) and return [40 miles].

Log Cabin Rd. Take SR910(the Yellow Belt) left off Freeport K., atthe top of the
climb go right onNixon Rd., left up Rich HIl Rd. At a T, bear rightdown LaFever
Rd. hill (be careful; it's steep). Cross Little Deer Creek Valley Rd. on what is now LG
Cabin Ri., a longgradualclimb up toButler-LoganRd. (righ). After crossingover
SR28, turnleft and thenright down Riddle Run Rd., right back to Pittsburgh on
Freeport Rd. [35 miles].

Little Deer Creek Valley Rd.

Although Little Deer CreekValley Rd. intersectswith Freeport H., the usual
access to it is to turteft off Freeport Rd. on thé&'ellow Belt (SR910), then
immediately rightand uppast theU-PARC (the oldGulf ResearclCenter);then left
on Little Deer Creekvalley Rd. (by the SyriaMosque), whichruns through Rural
Ridge, hrough the'honking tunnel‘and thenRussellton.This road providesaccess
to moregood intermediate-length ridethan any oher road in the Pittsburgarea.
Almost anyturnoff from thisroad leads somewtleerinteresting.The main rides are
covered here.
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Lafever Hill. An early-season rideleft off Little Deer CreekValley Rd. at the
Lafever Hill sign; thers'a bus shedt the intersectior.og CabinRd. is on theight.
At thetop, take Rich Hill Rd.left and therall theway to SR910. Jogight and then
left and proceed as peocust Hill [30 miles].

Russellton-Campbell Rd.Follow the Orange Belt out of Russellttaft, over the first
two stair-step hills (StafRd.). Turn left at the T-intersectionandfollow the roadpast
the East Union Presbyterian Church. Takefilsemain rightdown Russellton Rd. to
Saxonburg Blvd. Continuacross on CampbeRRd. to SR910 (right).Follow to
Middle Rd. (left) and return through Etna [40 miles].

Cove RunRd. A billygoat'sdream.LeaveRussellton as undé€tussellton-Campbell
Rd After the churchdon'ttake thefirst main right (Russellton Rd.) but the next one
down Mill Dam Rd. brings you to left turn at the bottom of Covieun Rd. hill. You

will need dower gear tharyou probablyhave. Atthe top of theclimb, keep to the
right (Rich Hill Rd.) and follow to the bottom of a shorsteep descénRight to
SR910. Right and thdeft up Locust HIl Rd. to Guy's RunRd. Follow Guy's Run
from there. [45 miles].
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The Rural Ridge Post Office, on Little Deer Creek Rd.
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Russellton-Saxonburg Blvd.TakeLittle Deer Creekvalley Rd. to theOrangeBelt.
Left onthe OrangeBelt (Starr Rl.) overthe stair-stefhills. Follow the OrangeBelt
right to Saxonburg Blvd(left). Return to Etnavia Saxonburg Blvd. For dnillier
ending, neamHartwood Acres gdeft from Saxonburg Blvd. u@orseyville Rd.,
returning to Sharpsburg via Kitanning Pike. [40 miles].

This nice cector trail through Hartwood ' io a links Middle Rd.
and Saxonburg Blvd.

Russellton-Orange Belt-Middle Rd. Do as underRussellton-Saxonburglvd,, but
follow the Orange Belt all the way to SR910. Right, tlfihon Middle Rd.and back
to Etna. [40 miles].

Michaels Rd. Follow Little Deer Creekvalley Rd. tojust short of Russellton, and
turn left on Michaels Rdandclimb over toSaxonburg BlvdLeft and backthrough
Etna [30 miles].

Tour of West Deer. From Russelltontake McRell (McKrell) Rd. to thdeft from
Russellton,just past where thérangeBelt crossed.ittle Deer CreekValley Rd.
Follow this toSaxonburgBlvd., thenbriefly right andleft, on Logan Rd. to the Red
Belt. Left and then right on Rittman Rd., leading into Kyle Rd. Lefsandy Hill Rd.

to a left on Glasgow Rdback to theRedBelt. Right and thereft on Shephard Rd.
which you take to the left as the main road changes its name to Mcintyre Rd. Right
Middle Rd.Ext., thenleft on Lick Rd. Right onBairdford Rl., thenleft on Kaufman
Rd., which takes you to Curtisville on Saxonburg Blvd. Return via Etna. [50 miles].
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Popeye's classic garage, gas station, and rest stop at Culmerville, on the Red Be
and Saxonburg Blvd. It's for sale, if you want to buy it.

Culmerville. Go north on the maimoad through Russellton past teangeBel,
bearing left outside town, still on Little Deer CreekValley Rd. Intersect with
Saxonburg Blvd. at Culmerville, just past where ezl Belt comes irfrom the right.
Either return(left) on Saxonburg Blvd. ofollow the RedBelt to Bairdford Rd(left).
Return either by going right on Middle Reixt. and Middle Rdor takeBairdford Rd.
straight. Ifyou take Bairdford M., here is onavay to proceed. Take the main road
into Bairdford and goacross theOrangeBelt on what is nowBryson Rd. Take
DawsonRd. left to Sarz Rd. (right), to Campbell Rd.eft and thenright on
Saxonburg Blvd., which takes you to Etna. [40 miles].

Cherry Valley Rd. At Culmerville (seeCulmervill§ go right (north) onSaxonburg
Blvd., then soorleft on CherryValley Rd., and thenleft at the point that this road
turns into Leslie RdThisroad (Deer Creek dR) runsyou into Bairdford Rd. at the
RedBelt. Cross theRedBelt, turn right on MiddleRd. Ext. toSR910Right andleft
and return on Middle Rd. to Etna. [45 miles].

Leslie Rd. A nice extension t&€herry Valley RdAcross Deer CreelRd. Cherry
Valley Rd. becomes Leslie Rd. Take this all the way to to SR8 ,jdlgdeft andright
on Old SR8 to deft on State Rd. Umand downacross theRed Belt. At the orange
Belt jog left and right. Eventually join Hardies Rd. to the Yellow Belt.

SR908 Ext.Go through Russellton past the intersection with the Orange Belt, bearir
right outside town on SR9UBxt. Turnleft at Tarentum-Culmerville Rdandfollow it
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to the Red Belt just before Culmerville.Return on Saxonburg Blvd. as under
Culmerville.Or turn right on Tarentum-Culmerville Rd. to Dellenbaugh Rd. (right), to
Days Run Rd. (left) to Freeport Rd. and return. [45 miles].

Sun Mine Rd.*** Here is the fullversion. Begiras undeiSR908 ExtpastTarentum-
Culmerville Rd. At aT, briefly left to Millerstown and Culmerville Rd.(SR1028).
Cross thisand soortake aright up SunMine Rd., becomingWestminster RdMany
shorter hills follow on the way t8R228. Turn left on SR228, and anotlefrpast the
school on thdill past theBP station.This leads acrosSaxonburg Blvd. orMcKay
Rd. CrosaMonks R, left on Sandy Hll Rd.,right on Leslie Rd. to SR8&.eft, then
right on old SR8, bear left and left again. You are on Rdtealsofeatured orGlade
Mills. See there for the return, eventually on Mt. Royal Blvd. [65 miles].

Millerstown Climb . Instead of takingsunMine Rd.as undeMestminster Rdturn
right on Millerstown and Culmerville Rd., a gobilly way to getover to Freeport Rd.
above thedng sweeping descent intereeport.Right to aleft on Oak Manor Dr.
Right on River Rd. to Tarentum. Return on Freeport Rd. [45 miles].

pd T .
o Py e L
. - -

Broken home: a house torn in two by a flood at the base of the Sun Mine Rd. clim

Crawford Run Rd. Once this was Angelo Cialone's favorite evening ride. Take
Deer Creek Valley Rd. to CrawforduR Rd. (it turns righbefore the tunnelxnd up a
fairly long climb. Right turn at the top on Butler-Logan Rdter crossingover SR28,
take aleft and then aright on Riddle Run Rd. (a bng gradualdownhill into
Springdale, and an opportunity to unleash your biggest).Return on Freeport Rd.
[35 miles].
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Approaching the summit of the infamous Deer Lékeé "wall"

Deer Lakes Park. In the runningfor Three-Starstatus, thisride incorporates a
favorite raceloop. Take LittleDeer Creekvalley Rd. to theOrangeBelt. Right, but
soonleft through Deeltakes Park omMahaffey(Kern) Rd.(steep, two-stagelimb).

Right turnafter the descent along arig slightly downhill stretch (Rys RunRd.).

Right turn at a T intersection. Follathve winding uphllroad (BaileysRun Rl.) back

to the Orange Belt and into Russellton. Return as you carfer additional dstance,
tack on any of the many variations out of Russellton. [45 miles] or more.

Orange Belt off Freeport Rd The Orang®elt intersectswvith Freeport Rdbetween

the NewKensington Bridge andarentum. The climb t¢he left is worth doing;it's
comparable t@&uy's Run. At thetop, gostraightand descend o@rawfordRun Rd.

to Little Deer Creekv/alley Rd.Left to Freeport Rdand back [25miles]. Or follow

the Orange Belt to Russellton. From Russellton the ride can proceed in any numbe
directions. The Orange Belt can be followed to the west all the way past SR8, wher
becomes todrafficky to be pleasant. The besihoice is to take thérangeBelt
through Bairdford to SR910, right and then left and back on Middle Rd. [40 miles].
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Lots of the rides in this section return on Saxonburg Blvd. up so-called Gravity Hill
which doesn't look very steep but leaves your bike stopped stone cold. There's
another hill like it outside Herminie.

Riddle Run Rd. From Freeport Rd betweedpringdale and the New Kensington
Bridge, take Riddle Run Rd. left, up a nice hill. At the todedoand join(right) with
Butler-LoganRd. At Crawford Run Rd. goleft, downhill, and return (left) on Little
Deer Creek Rd. and Freeport Rd. [30 miles].

Marshall Hill. From Little Deer CreekValley Rd. turnleft up Marshall Hill Rd., a
nice longdirt climb. Left on Rich HIl Rd.,andfollow it when it goegight. A long,
rolling descent mergegou with Cove Run Rd. and brhgsyou to NixonRd. (right).
At SR910 gobriefly right, then left on Locust HIl Rd. to Guys RunRd. (right).
Follow theGreenBelt back toFox Chapel, returningverthe HighlandPark Bridge
[40 miles].

Days Run Rd.Days RunRd. leaved-reeport Rd. to théeft past where th®©range
Belt doesopposite the entrance to tRG plant, usually being picketed. Takehis
pleasant, slightly uphiliroad all the way to Tarentum-Culmerville RdLeft to
Culmerville and return on Saxonburg Blvd. [40 miles].

Tarentum-Culmerville Rd. This rarely cycled butattractiveroad leads up a climb

from Freeport Rd. onRoss St. out of Tarentumand eventually to Culmerville,
returning on Saxonburg Blvd. through Etna. [40 miles].
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Bell Haven. A roadside attraction consisting of a collection of bells of various sizes
on the Red Belt, near the intersection with Tarentum-Culmerville Rd.

Red Belt off Freeport Rd

The Red Belt intersectswith Freeport Rd. affarentum,where it is calledBull
CreekRd. TheRedBelt is a well-usedicycle route. Itcan be ridden in a big arch
above Pittsburghll theway to Ambridge on theOhio River, with intemediate rides
heading south at any niner ofplaces(SaxonburgBlvd., Middle Rd., Meridian Rd.,
State Rd., Babcock Blvd., Mingo Rd., and others).

Red Belt-Middle Rd.*** This is probably the mofequently ridden Bd-Beltoption.
Ride to Tarentum on Freeport Rd., then folkbv Red Belleft to Bairdford Rd(left),
then right on Middle Rd. Ext. and return on Middle Rd. through Etna. [50 miles].

Howes Run Rd.This attractive road departs from the MBadt out of Tarentum to the
right, about halfway between Tarentum and Millerstown. It leads uphill across
Millerstown-Freeport Rd. to Ekastown Rd. close to Ekastawfi.and theneft again
on Goldscheiter Rd. bearimght on Stark Rd. to LardintowndR then rightand left
on Anderson Rd. to SaxonbuBlyvd., which will takeyou to Etnafor areturn on the
62nd St. Bridge. [45 miles].
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This house on the Red Belt outside Tarentum was cut in half by a flash flood, but
still flies the American flag (until it was finally demolished).

Ridge Rd./Burtner Rd. Ridge Rd. (one ofvery many localroadswith this name)
departs from the Red Belt to the right just outside Tarentum, past 8f&8a while,
past a school on theft, take Burtner Rdright, afastdescent down to andcross
SR28. The Burtner Housea pretty 1821 stonefarmhouse built by thdirst white
settlers inthe area, ison the left just past SR28.Go right on PleasantvilleRd.,
eventuallycross Freeport @, and bear tahe right, descending to the Allegheny
River on MileLock Rd. Take River Rdo the right tothe Tarentum BridgeReturn
on Freeport Rd. This ride is also good in the opposite direction [S0 miles].

Fawn. Take Little Deer Creekvalley Rd., SRO08Ext. to theRed Belt, right toward
Tarentum. Left orHowes Run R., right on Millerstownand Culmerville Rd.Right

on Ridge K., and a whooshindescent back tthe Red Belt. Left to Tarentum and
return on Freeport Rd. [50 miles].

Tour-Ed Mine. Basically, the same &awn. Justoff Ridge Rd. near théRed Belt,
the Tour-Ed mine is a good platetake yourchildren to some summeay. Turn in
the entranceand go through theenue,exiting through thevintage PA Turnpike
tollgate down to the Red Belt.
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Partially restored PA urnpike tollgate at Tour-Ed Mine, near Tarentum.

Metz Rd./Donnel(y)ville Rd. For a realreat,instead of climbindRidge Rd. as under
Ridge Rd./Burtner Rdinsteadclimb small, narrow, pot-holed Metz R., a bitfarther
along theRed Belt, which takesyou up to RidgeRd. Left to anintersection with
Donnelville Rd., the site of a prominestiooting incident ohot too longago.Left on
Donnelville Rd. toHowesRun Rl., right to Millerstown Rl., left to the Red Belt at
Millerstown. Return on SR908 Ext. through Russellton [45 miles].

Red Belt-Sewickley.The RedBelt ends at thé®hio River at Fairoaksjust outside
Ambridge. Take Ohio River Blvd. into Sewickley. From Sewickley, follow@mange
Belt (BlackburnRd.) back into thehills, eventually to Chesterfield Rd. (right). See
Sewickley-Rochester Rfibr returns.[75 miles]. There are a nuber of othergood
climbs out of the Sewickley aredor example, Little SewickleyCreek RIi., Camp
Meeting Rd., Glenn Mitchell Rd. or Red Gate Rd. (a real climb) to Merriman Rd.

Red Belt-Coraopolis Begin as peRedBelt-Sewickleybut take theDrangeBelt out
of Sewickley across the Sewiell Bridge toCoraopolis, therleft over to Neville
Island, which provides a flat, usually wind-aided stretch MitikKees Rockn SR51,
which runs into Carson St. and lead#h® South Side. Retumma Smithfield, 10thSt.,
or Brady Street (Birmingham) Bridges. [70 miles].

Mt. Nebo. A variation on the returfrom Sewickley. TakeBlackburnRd. to theright

where theOrangeBelt turnsleft, and follow it to Mt. Nebo RlI., which eventually
crosses 127%and becomesowries Run andMt. Nebo Rd. Take LowrieRun Rd.
(the Yellow Belt) east to Rochester Rd. &abcock Blvd.and back througMillvale

[60 miles].
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Burtner House on Burtner Rd a polling place in the 1864 elections (see Ridge
Rd./Burtner Rd. )
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Mingo Rd. Go north to theRed Belt on MiddleRd., SaxonburgBIvd., or through
Tarentum,and head wst. Mingo Rd. goes soutl{left) from the Red Belt pastI|79,
leading pas6R910 andhe OrangeBelt andjoining with Brandt School R., which
intersects with the Yellow Belt (Ingomar Rd.) going east to Middle Rd. [50-70 miles].

SR228

Nice, mainlyflat rides can befound by taking SR228, archingover the north of
Pittsburgh, ashough itwere thenext beltwaybeyondthe Red Belt. Theroad has
beenrecently provided with shoulders,making it much moreaideable. Take Old
Freeport Rd. to Tarentum, then River Rd. along the river to Spring Hillékdand a
climb back up to Freeport R Right at the top. Continue to aleft on

Fuhrer/Saxonburg Rd. at a stop light (Czekalski Real Estate on thd@ hefthecomes
Ekastown H., which joins SR228 inSarverville. Keep straight. SR228 eventually
intersectavith SR8 at GladeéMills. Beyond this SR228 goesouthfor a while and
then heads west to Matsgyondwhich the taffic is too heavyfor comfortable riding.
Many roads leadsouth toward Pittsburgh awarying distancesMillerstown and
Culmerville Rd., SarverRd., Lardintown RI., Westminster H., Saxonburg Bid.,

Sandy Hll Rd. AcrossSR228 headouth on McFann @, Forsythe H., State Rd.
SR228 to Saxonburg Blvd. and return through Etna.
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Millerstown and Culmerville. A favorite loop is to take Freeport Rd. pdstrentum
to just past theéop of thehill leading down td-reeport. Turreft on Millerstown and
Culmerville Rd. and take this t1gnd down road afer asthe Red Belt. Leftand then
right on SR908ext intoRusselltonand return via Little Deer CreekValley Rd. to
Freeport Rd. [50 miles].

Sarverville. A nice rolling ride.Start outas undeiSR228In Sarverville, athe point
where Ekastown Rd. joifSR228(at the GPstation), goleft on W. Sarver Rd. This
cuts anattractive swath over to Saxonburg Blvdvia Lardintown, Westnmster, and
Brewer RdsLeft on Saxonburg Blvd. taCulmerville. At Culmerville headleft over
the railroad bridge, then right and down into Russellton to Freeport Rd. [55 miles].

Rainbow (All-Belt) Ride: This used to be myfavorite longer ride, but due to
increased traffic on the latter partsisit't what itused to beTake FreeporRd. to the
RedBelt atTarentum. Theointis: to start tis ride atthe periphery othe beltways
and therspiral back totown. Takethe RedBelt to Ambridge-Sewickleyjoining the
OrangeBelt onthe bridgeoverthe Ohio River to raopolis. Go hrough town and
join the Yellow Belt. Follow the Yellow Belt south (major climb) to SR60, and stay or
the Yellow Belt through Carnegie andt. Lebanon.Left on WashingtonRd.=West
Liberty Ave. to the Blue Belt (right).Follow the BlueBelt along McNeilly Rd.,
Library Rd., Maytide StBrownsville Rd., Becks RunRd., toCarsonSt. (right). Take
the Blue Belt into Homestead. Leavatthe Homesteddigh Level Bridge,and join
the Green Belt into Rankin acrossthe Rankin Bridge. Leave theGreen Belt at
Braddock Ave., which will take you to ForbesAve. (left) and Squirrel Hil. [100
miles].

Dan Chew leading the Dirty Dozen ride up Logan St. in Millvale.
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Dirty Dozen. This ride, designed by Dan and T&@hew, has beendden (usually in
a cold rain or slushy snow) neadyeryyear in Novembeor Decembefor the past
eighteen or sgears. It circles Pittsburgkaking in the mosthallengingclimbs near
the city, asdetermined by consultingtapographicamap.Like most of Dan'srides,
this one is quirkyand conplicated,and should probably not mtemptedalone the
first time. Leave Squirrel Hillandride to theHighland ParkBridge, turningright in
Aspinwall onOld Freeport K., thenleft on 1:CenterAve., continuing theclimb up
GuyasutaRd. Left on Buckingham; therHunt Rd., MaurersLn., Kittanning Pike,
Canal St.; right on 6thSt. in Etna to 2: Ravine St. and Sharos Hill B, then
DorseyV|IIe Rl., left down Browns Hill Rd. acrosSaxonburg Blvd. up erryh ill
Rd. Left on Middle Rd. to SRS, Butl&t. in Etna, right on 44digh St.to SeaveyRd.,
left on Evergreen R., briefly right on Ohio St. to 5:Logan St. in Millvale. Left on
Pittview St., then down and back um 6: Rialto St. (Pig Hill), left on Lowrie St. to
Troy Hill Rd right on Madson Ave.-EastSt., left on 7:Suffolk St., continuing up
HazeltonSt. and Burgess$t. Left on PerryszIeAve right on FederalSt. around
Allegheny Center Mall, across the 6th St. bridge. Maskeand Bivd. of theAllies to
the Smithfield St.Bridge. Left on CarsonSt. to aright and aright to 8: E. Sycamore
St. Right on WyomingAve., left on Grandview Ave., left on Merrimac St., then
Woodruff St., left on Saw MilRun Blvd., right on CraneAve., left onBanksvilleRd.,
thenleft on CoastSt. to 9:CantonAve. (halfthe field falls down here),retracing to
Banksville Rd.Left on WenzellAve., left on10: Bousteadbt., right onPaulineAve.,
left on W. Liberty Ave. through thieberty Tunnel (prime sprint at the endRight on
the P.J. McArdle Rdwy., right on 108t., upand back on 11: Welsh &. Return to
SarahSt., JaneSt. Right on S 20tI5t., then 12a: Bernst., Holt St(these streets are
not on most maps), left on 12b: EIeanorFSght on Arlington Ave.Jeft on Srint St.-
Mountain Ave., Wagner Rl., left on Becks Run K., right on Cason St., joining
SR837 tathe Glenvwood Bridge. 2nd Ave. through Hazelwood td3a: FlowersAve.
(right), continuingleft on 13b: Tesla St(you arefinished).Right on Harlentst.,, right
on Hazelwood Aveleft on MurrayAve. and Squirrel HIl. Around [55miles], if you
go back to Highland Park.

Saturday Quartet. A low-gear rideincorporating selectelills of Pittsburgh's Dirty
Dozen Go toward downtown on Butlest., mergingwith Liberty Ave. Get over to
Penn Ave. and merge witBrant St.downtown. Towardhe river bear rightandcross
the Smithfield St. Bridge to th®outhSide. Take thdirst right and thefirst right after
that up the famous Sycamore St. climb, bearing right to Grand\wewAt the top of
McArdle Roadwayturn left down Merrimac St. to Woodruff toSaw MIl Run Blvd.
(left). Right up Crane Ave. ttS19 (left). Left on Coal St. and thenleft andtry to go
up and downcobbled,slippery,and very seepCantonAve. Returning to US19, go
left and then gdeft on Wenzell St., thenleft up BoustedSt. Left on Broadway to
Beechview Ave. (left), right back down Crane AveStw Mill Run Blvd.(right). Left
on RavineSt. toWarringtonAve., to Allington Ave. (right). Left onRupp Way and
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right onJosephinest., right on 27thSt. to CarsonSt. (right), thenleft acoss the Hot
Metal Bridge to 2ndAve. (right). Follow 2nd Ave. under theoverpassand right into
Hazelwood Left on FlowersAve. andleft on Tesla St.Right on HazelwoodAve. to
Murray Ave. in Squirrel Hill. Only [30 miles]
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South Side church, with downtown in the distance, seen from McArdle Roadway
Pittsburgh Bridges. A ride with a themethe idea being to crosdl rideable bridges
leadingfrom and back tdPittsburgh. Ridevia Washington Blvd. td.: Highland Park
Bridge. Through Sharpsbutg 2: 62nd St. (Fleming) Bridge. ButleSt. to 3:40th St.
Bridge. Right and another right intbe boathousarea to catch thstart of the Mrth
Shore Bike Trail. Ride under and then cirateund and cross 81st StBridge. Penn
Ave. to 5: 16th StBridge. Right past the oldHeinz plant and anotheright to River
Rd. and Gen. Robinson St. to 6: 9th St. Britigé: 7th St. Bridgéo 8: 6h St. Bridge.
Ride to Point StatePark and, using thebikeway, cross 9: FortDuguesne Bdge.
North ShoreAve. and RidgeAve. to 10: WestEnd Bridge. Cason St. to 11:
Smithfield St.Bridge. 2nd Ave. downtown to 12: 10tist. Bridge. Cross Cagon St.
and goright on McArdle Roadway to tol3: Fort Pitt Bridge. ForbesAve. to 14:
Birmingham(Brady St.) Bridge. CarsonSt. to 15: Hot Metal Bridge.Right on 2nd
Ave. and follow it through Hazelwood across 16: Glenwood Bridge. FEBR&37 to
Homstead andip 17: HomesteadHigh Level (Pittsburgh Gays) Bridge, the only
climb on the ride, t@eechwood Blvd. anthe endof Murray Ave. in Squirrel Hill.
[40 miles].
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Geese against the background of the Fort Duquesne Bridge.
Past Tarentum to Freeport and Beyond

If you are goingbeyondTarentumi,it's best toleave Freeport Rdfor a while by
taking a hardight at theTarentumBridge intersection keeping tothe right of the
bridge. Follow the road into lower Tarentum along the river (River Rd.). Thefeuare
main ways to geoff this road, allby climbing left, back up to FreepoiRd. Thefirst
climb is on MileLock Way, where River Rdcomes to arend atpart of Allegheny
Ludlum Steel CorpThe nextandmaost obvious climlwill leadyou back taFreeport
Rd. (right) in tme to takeFurer/Saxonburdrd. to theleft and jointhe SR228ride.
Going farther onthe road next to thaver (now Karns Rl.) will lead totwo more
climbs. Thefirst (Burtner Rd.) lead$o a crossingf Freeport Rdand, later, SR28,
leading up toRidge Rd. and Cumerville-Millerstown Rd. Thenext andbest climb
(Oak Manor Dr.) joind-reeport Rd. near thaest of thehill before the straight,long,
hair-raising descent into Freeport. Insteadedcending, just paste sumrmi you can
go left at aflashing yellow light on CulmervillMillerstown Rd.,which eventually
runs into the Red Belt. Gihe other sid®f Freeport, whatvas Freeport Rd. becomes
SR128, which keeps heading north along the river, to Ford City and Kitanning.
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Bottom of the scary Freeport descent.

Boggsville.North of Freeport, Old SR28 turimgo SR128, avinding, hilly rural road,
eventually leading to Ford City, just south of Kittanning (Seel City). A number of
attractiveroads lead to th&ft (west) toward SaxonburgHere is oneexample. Past
Freeportand after the climbout of town, leaveSR128 bybearingleft on Feeport-
Kitanning RJ., to aleft on Furnace RurRd. toBoggsville;left on Sarver Rd. Gdeft
briefly on SR356 to join SR228 tthe right. Take SR228 toEkastown Rd(left) to
Howes RunRd. (right),which ends at BullCreekRd. (theRed Belt), leadingleft to
Tarentum. Return on Freeport Rd. [70 miles].

Freeport-Butler Trail. The entrance at.aneville near Freeport isinimproved and
very near unrideable on a rohite. Instead, ahe top of the steehill into Freeport,
go left on Millerstown & Culmerville Rd. Just befor8R28turn right onSilverville
Rd. toward EvangeHts., crossing under SEB, turningright and proceeding to
SR356(carefully left). Turn right at keppleRd. (possiblynot marked).Look for the
trail just past a bicyclesign. In a bityou'll seethe beginning of the hard-packed
limestonetrail ahead.This is a beautifutrail. After the halfway point,pastCabot and
Marwood, it turns more to operefds. At variougplaces it threatens to petaut, until
finally it does peter out alerman. Go a way®ward Butleron Butler-HermanRd.,
thenleft on SimonDr. across SR358eft then right onBlakely Rd.becomingpretty
RockdaleRd. Left on Dinnerbell Rd.and right on Morgan Rl., forking left on
Anderson R., becoming Springvalley Rd. Left on SR228 to Saxonburglvd.
Return through Etna. [75 miles].
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Car sandwich at junkyard along River Rd. outside Tarentum.

Butler via the Trail . Take Freeport-Butler Trailto the end aHerman.Herman Rd.
leads to Butler on Zeigler St. Left on SR456 out of town, turning right at the top of tt
hill on Sgaxonburg B.. Quickly takeBull CreekRd. right, laterright on Patterson
Rd., intoFrazer Rl., briefly right on Dinnerbell Rd.under anoverpass to deft on
Victory Rd., which leads into Saxonburg Blvd. going back to Etna. [95 miles].

Iron Bridge Rd. The newbridge is madef reinforced concrete. TakeR128out of

Freeport Where SR128 goesorth to FordCity, turn left on HorseshoeRd. Take
HorseshodRd. tolron BridgeRd. (left), to Sarver Rd(left), to SR356 (left and then
right on SR228). AtSaxonburgRd. turnbriefly left and thenright on Gotlscheiter
Rd. to Lardintown Rd. (left), to the R&elt (right). Left onDellenbaughRd. (a ghost
Rd.). Follow to Days RunRd. (rightand theneft on Kerr Rd., overthrough and out
Deer LakedPark).Return hroughRusselltonGulf Lab Rd., Freeport K., Highland

Park Bridge [70 miles].

Leasureville. Startas undetron Bridge Leasureville is where éppleRd. runsinto
Sarver Rd., across which the road changes names to Leasureville Rd., which takes
all theway to Cabot atWinfield-Cabot Rd.Left into the edge ofSaxonburg, out on
Rebeccat.=Saxonburdrd. toSR228 right thenleft on Lardintown Rd. to the Red
Belt (Bull Cr. Rd.), from where you can find your way home. [75 miles].
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Saxonburg via the Trail . Start outas undeButler-Freeport Trail. Take thetrail to
Cabot. Left on Cabot-Winfield Rl., becoming Alwine Rdacross SR356Left on
Neupert Rd. into Saxonburg. Follow the signKtmch HighSchool andeave town
on KnochSchoolRd. going south.Right onSaxonburg Blvd. to SR228, joining up
with Saxonburg Blvd. goingouth in about a mildReturn on Saxonburg &l. [65
miles].
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Toward Herman the Butler Freeport Trall peters out |nto a single-track.

Cabot-Winfield. Take SR128 out of Freeport, but go straight wB&128 goesight

to Ford City. Pass througl®lateLick and continuestraight onthe nextsmall road
(past the quaint convenience stangh the seasonal tableaux in tivndow). It ends

in a nice wooded descent and joins with Cabot-Winfield Rd.(left) up along
straight ascent. Cabot-Winfield Realds to Saxonburéor anattractivedetour, take
Cornplanter Rdleft, right on Leisureville Rd.turning into Stoney Hollow Rd.,
rejoining Cabot-Winfield Rd. at Cabot.eft to Saxonburg, theteft out of town on
Freeport Rd. to SR228, right and then left on Lardintown Rd., with return as describ
underSaxonburg Blvd.75 miles].

Star Grille Rd. A way toButler. FollowCabot-Winfieldto Cabot-Winfield Rd. Take
this to Bear CreekRd. Turn right onBear Creek R., observing thenifty bear
sculpture on the right at the corner. At Marwdtdl jog right and lefonto Star Grille
Rd., eventuallypecomingSchnur Rl., to aleft on HermanRd. (large convent turned
into reform school on youright), which takesyou into Butler on ZeigleiSt. Left on
SR356 and up thiaill. Right on Saxonburdkd. and anotheright on Bull CreekRd.,
then several miles to a left on Frazier Rd. At Dinnerbell Rd. luafly right, thenleft
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on Victory Rd. which, ifyou follow it to SR228, becomeSaxonburg B., which you
take back to Pittsburgh [90 pretty easy miles].
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Baby bear sculpture at corner of Bear Creek and Winfield Rds.

Clearfield Rd. Another pretty way t@nd up inButler. Follow Cabot-Winfieldto the
bottom of the Cabot-Winfield Rdill. Instead of turnindeft up the hill, go straight.
This is orbecome<learfield Rd. AtHermanRd. turnleft and gothroughHerman.
SeeStar Grille Rdfor the way to Butler and return. [90 miles].

Marwood. Take FreeporRd. toDays Run H., then right on908EXxt. toand T.Left

to theRedBelt. Briefly right and thereft on Lardintown Rd.Cross Milersburg and
Freeport RdTurn right on ®ldscheiter Rd. to Ekastown RHBriefly left to SR228,
then right toSR356.Left and thenright on Sarver Rd. In Sarver tuteft on Bear
Creek Rd., a long flat road which eventually ends in a T at Marwood Rd. Go left at t
T on Marwood Rl., andcrossSR356 onNeupert Rl., leading into Saxonburd.eft

on Rebecca St. to SR228 and return &ee23. [65 miles].

Saxonburg and Back. Travel to Saxonburgvia Saxonburg Blvd(at SR228,turn
right, thenleft). Take Main St.=Dinner Bell Rdvestout of town. Just outsiddown
fork left on GoldenCity Rd., eventuallyleft on Morgan Rl., becomingLoganRd. to
SR228.Right, then left on Browners Rd, becoming OverbrookdRthen left on
Brownshill Rd.Right onSandy Hill Rl., left on Glasgow Rdto theRed Belt. Right
and thenleft on ShepardRd. Follow Shepard R., Mcintyre Rd., becomingTurner
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Rd. across SR910. Left on Hardies Ravtiddle Rd. Extension. Turnght and return
through Etna on Middle Rd. [65 miles].

Replica of the Brooklyn Bridge in Saxonburg, next to the J. Roebling Museum.

Ford City.** This highly recommended ride representsore or less the
northeastern-modimit of the Freeport Rdoption. In FreeportSR28 (FreeportRd.)
turns intoSR128, awinding country road leading inté-ord City. Sadly, the long
dangerous open-grate bridge into Ford Gitser the AlleghenyRiver has been
replacedwith a nodernbridge. After the bridgeyou are meton the left by a nice
section of the Armstrong Bikérail, which allowsyou to bypassnost of Ford City.
Keep tothe left of the mainroad out oftown. Stock upon suppliesbefore leaving
town, because it's desertfor the next20-30miles. PastManorville, with SR28 high
overhead, turn right on Garretts Run Rd., and follofarinearly 20miles. The terrain
over toShay,Brick Church,and SpringChurch isradically upand down, isolated,
andpretty. Spring Churchdepositsyou on SR56, d@oo-heavily traveledoad which
will take you into Apollo, with return as p&trongland. [95 miles].

Armstrong Trall

Here's gpotentially greatrail that'sfrustratinglyhard to geto, which sofar is O.K.,
because it has a neadwgrideable surface, consistingdirt and sharpailroadballast.
It runs acrosshe AlleghenyRiver from Freeportfrom Schenley north through Ford
City andKittaning all the way to Bady's Bend. The problem ishat the Freeport
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Bridge leavesyou onthe wrong side othe KiskiminetasRiver from Schenley, and
there's novay to cross untiLeechburg. Best not ty this trail until you hear the
surface has been updated.

View onto the Allegheny through the trees from the Armstrong Tralil

Garvers Ferry.*** | know this ridefrom OscarRattenborgTake FreeporRd. to the
Yellow Belt, thenU-PARC (Gulf Research CenteRd. toLittle Deer Creek ¥lley
Rd. North throughRussellton taMiillerstown, then take theMillerstown-Culmerville
Rd. back to FreepoiRd. at the top of theohg downgrade inté-reeport. Ofcourse,
you canfollow Freeport Rd. nortlall theway to this pointput the way described is
the real ride. At the bottom of the descéwep left and circle aroundacross the
Garver's Ferry Bridgdpllowing signs toSR356 and_eechburg. Past thdimb, take
the next through road to thght, past a regional theater on theft. At the next
intersection, turrright. This isGarver's Ferry R, leading to Lower Burrell-New
Kensington (with manyittle hills and a haralimb just beforeLower Burrell). Cross
SR366 onwhat is also calld Freeport Rd. Géeft at the T, thenright, again on
SR366, eventually running into tl@rangeBelt. Continuestraight where th©range
Belt goesleft, on Oakmont and Logan&erry (=Coxcomb)Rd. Thisis now the
CoxcombHill ride), eventuallyjoining the Yellow Belt into Oakmont. Return via
Allegheny River Blvd. [55 miles].

Shearersburg Onceacross the bridgat Freeport, there are almost fet parts to
this largely rural ride. Follow th&arver's Ferryride toSR356. Rile past theturnoffs
mentionedthere,past thegasstation on thdeft, and up and down the nehill on
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SR356. Soon you will see a narrowiting road leading tthe right(ArmstrongRd.),
which will lead to alargerroad leadingeft to Shearersburg and throudharkle to
SR780. Take SR780 left until Merwin Rdght), which leaddo SR366 Briefly right
and thenleft up Drennen K., which turns intoRentonRd. across Sardis Rd. and
eventually joins the Orange Belt at New Texas. Right andlédfteon Old Leechburg
Rd. Follow this to theight, eventuallyunder theTurnpike and arailroad overpass.
Left afterthe overpass oheechburg K., which leads up to Saltsburg R@ight).
Take Saltsburg Rd. across Frankstown &dl Sandy CreeRd. Thisis now Verona
Rd. and the Green Belt, which will takeu into Wilkinsburg via Robinson Blvd. [65
miles].

Lonely rest stop on the Garvers Ferry ride, at the intersection of Garvers Ferry anc
Spooky Hollow Rd. It used to be called Kapustnik's market.

Strongland. Strongland is @hamber-of-commee designatiorfor anarea along the
Kiskiminetas River incorporating parts of Armstrongnd Westmorelandcounties.
Start outas underGarver's Ferry. Continuestraight onSR356 andhe climb. Well
past thetop, look for a promising left-handroad (PiperRd.), taking you down a
narrow descennto West Leechburgeep basically straightill you get to the road
going across the bridge to Leechby&dt). Cross the bridge to Leechburg andurn
right. Follow SR66 south along the KiskimineRiser to North \andergrift. Turn left
up SR66 Alt. Look for Garver's Ferry Rd. (not to be confused with other roaitatby
name) to youright (you can'tmissit, and you'llneed youldowest gear)Follow this
winding roadover toSR56 (right) and fall back downto Apollo. You canavoid all
this climbing by going from North Vandergriftstraight into Apollo,but theGarver's
Ferry hill is worth doing. At Apollo,take the sidewalk next the metal-gratdridge
over the Kiskiminetas river (a new bridge is currently béniff). Left and thensharp
right up the hill to Oklahoma. Straight through the intersedidhe top to a junction
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with SR356. Left and then right acrdSB356. Take theext right turnandfollow the
road through Northmoreland Park to Mark&raight through Marklethen keepight
to the first maimroad (MelwoodParkRd.), which you takeleft. Follow this across the
junaion with SR56 on Spooky HollowRrd., eventuallyjoining the road goingnto
Lower Burrell(at thelittle market). Left toLower Burrell via the climb that iseven
tougher if you stop at thearket for refreshmenReturn as undeGarver'sFerry. [75
miles].

Kiskiminetas River as seen from the Apollo Bridge.

Dime. Get somehow to Leechburg. I'd recommend gtintpe GarversFerry Bridge
at Freeportandfollowing SR356 to deft down thehill into town. Across thebridge
go straight on SB6, but bearight on Raymond Rd./Evergreen &, eventually
coming back into SR66. Right on Myers Rd., then righAtnSR66 to aight at the
village of Dime on Hungry Hollow Rd. up and down to SRI6&t to Apollo. Across
the Kiskiminetas River, go rigltn Orr Rd. up through Oklahoma, thésft andright
at SR356 onto Markle Rd. Left on Ri¢hll Rd. to Milligantown Rd.CrossSR56 on
what is nowWildlife Lodge Rd. toLeechburgRd. (left) to aright on SR366across
the Tarentum Bridge. Return on Old Freeport Rd. [80 miles].

Beyond Leechburg

There is adensenetwork of nice roadbeyondLeechburg, not documented here,
because by the time ogets to Leechburg, it is usually timedtartheadingback. If
you live out thisway, you are inluck. Many of thetowns have piciresquenames:
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Dime, Hicksville, Equitable, Whiskey Run, Riggles Crossro@dd, GumTree, Girty,
ldaho, Tunnelville, and others. Sometime#¢ seems the inhabitantdon't speak
English, but it turns out to be a local dialect.

Pennsylvanla wildlife: cheesy anlmaldlsplay along Rlver Rd between Leechburg
and N. Vandergrift, across from Uncle Charley's Sausage Co. (below).
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New Kensington Bridge

The bridge toNew Kensington is often useas a way to geback to thePittsburgh

side ofthe AlleghenyRiver from Freeport Rd. Lots of ridesead up into the hills
outside New Kensingtomthers gooverthe LogansFerry or Coxcomb Hill climbs,

andothershead out SR366yith multiple possibilities ofgoing either right(west) or

left (east), all of them hilly.

Logans Ferry.*** The Three-Stadesignatiorrefers tothe full up-and-down ride, all
the way to Pitcairn-TurtleCreek andthen up Greensburdike. Start by taking
Freeport Rd. north to th®rangeBelt, and takethe bridge toNew Kensington.
Follow the OrangeBelt out of tow up one ofthe best classical climba the area
(Logans FerryRd.). Just past thesummit, the OrangeBelt turns right, but you go
straight, on Sardis Rd. (it's often cal@tier things on mapsontinuestraight across
both SR380 and SR286, where the road is how chtganFerry Rd., which winds
pleasantly in and owf residential sections abo®R286 ortheright. At New Texas
Rd. go rightand quicklyleft, up asharphill. Theroadeventually jons McClure Rd.
and crosses US22¢limbs a hill (Cavitt Rd.), and finally comes down out of a
residential section tAlpine ParkbehindMonroeville (left). After anunderpass under
the Turnpike take Saunders Station Rd. tolehkeand downhill. Follow SaundersSta.
Rd. as itleavesthe mainroad (right) down ahill and upagain toSR130 justpast
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Level Green.Return onSR130 hrough Pitcan-Turtle Creekln Turtle Creek, turn
right up Greensburg Pike to Penn Ave. Left to Wilkinsburg. [50 miles].

Browntown Rd. Vary Logans Fernby substituting the Browntown Rd. climb for the
OrangeBelt climb. Namely,just beforethe OrangeBelt climb, turn left on Entrance
Rd.,leading toMemorial Ave., to Browntown RI., which will pass thdnternational
Teleport and leave you near the top of@range Belt climbContinue as petogans
Ferry. [50 miles].

Oaks Theater in Oakmont pIyig the "Creature from the Black Lagoon".

Logans Ferry-Oakmont. There are many shorter ways to completelLtbgansFerry
ride. The shortest is: follow the Orange Belt on Logan's Ferry Rd. a mile or so past"
summit to a right orShearer Rd, theleft on Milltown Rd., then backto the Yellow

Belt (right). Proceed to Oakmont on tiellow Belt, andreturnvia Allegheny River
Blvd. [35 miles]. Or follow the Yellow Belt to theleft (Hulton Rd.), then right on
Indiana Rl., joining HultonRd. intoPennHills. Take aright on Saltsburg K., cross
Sandy Hll Rd. on what becomes thé&reenBelt (VeronaRd., RobinsonBlvd.) [40
miles].

Logans Ferry-Monroeville. Begin as undekogans FerryFollow the OrangeBelt
past Plum intahe outskirts oMonroeville, asharpright ono Old Frankstown Rd.
into Universal, then Universal Rd. (right) Lime Hollow Rd. (nice descent), right on
Sandy Creek &, left atthe GreenBelt andfollow it into Wilkinsburg onRobinson
Blvd. Or follow the Orange Belt past Boyce Patktheway toUS22 Business. Turn
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right on US22 and, just past Ralph's Army Surplus (on the left), Wikkitee a turnoff
to theright (NorthernPike), whichwill leadyou into Turtle Creek andthe Yellow
Belt. Return through Wilkinsburg or Braddock. [45 miles].

Logans Ferry-Sardis Rd.The Logans Ferry climb feeds logically into hardis Rd.
ride, described under Lincoln Avenue. [55 miles].

Aluminum City. A winter's rideto see ifyou still havewhat it takes. Takéhe New
Kensington Bridge (SR56) aridllow SR56right and therleft to SR366(left). Right

on OatesBlvd., right on Vogel Way, thdeft up (and | do nean up)on Boundary
Way. One wonders how the pavemesticks tothe slope.Boundary Wayleads
through aninterestingl950sdevelopment to showhe uses ofaluminum, and
eventually to SR78(eft). Skip Dutchman(s) (B1) Rd.andMyers Rd. (Drive), both
possible ways down to SR366. Insteiate Menk(s) Rd., a nice wooded road leading
into Myers Rd. at théottom.CrossSR366 andascend on Old LeechbuRd. Cross
Sardis Rd., go right at Ross Run Rd. into Plum. Right andi¢ifteon Old Leechburg
Rd. which you follow to Saltsburg Rd. and return on Lincoln Rd. [45 miles].

Row houses in Aluminum City.

Orange BeltWest TheOrangeBelt may be ridderfrom New Kensington through
Monroeville to various distance®m McKeesport, Elizabetlkinleyville, even adar as
Bridgeville and beyondbut you'll need toskirt the airportarea some otheway).
Although traced on somenaps,the OrangeBelt is not markedrom SR88 east to
SR51 (and just as well; thereedretter ways afjoing across thigerritory). Gives[60,
70, 80, 90, 100-mile], or even longer rides.
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Tour of Monroeville. Start outas undei_ogans Ferry Rdtaking theOrangeBelt
toward Monroeville. Leave theOrangeBelt when it crosse$SR380 bystaying on
New Texas Rd. Turn right down Lindsay Ln. Head up Hochberg Rd. (an apt name,
it turns out) and take this to College Parnk, Bhen right toBeatty Rd.Follow Beatty
Rd. when it turndeft, crossingHaymakerRd. (the OrangeBelt), left briefly on
Monroeville Trestle Rd. to Old WniRennHwy. (right). Left on Jefferson Hghts Rd.
Follow this briefly to Dunbar Rd. to Kingston Rd. and acid§22 Bus. (at the Sears
ShoppingCenter) and conneetith Penn Center Blvdto Old Rodi Rd. into Turtle
Creek(left). Going right on Jefferson Heightd®kd. will lead toJeffersonRd. and a
return on Frankstown Rdoing even farther or©ld Wm. PennHwy. will lead to a
left at Lougeay Rd., left again at S. Rodl.Right on LarimerAve. into TurtleCreek,
right on Twinboro Expwy.Return on Ardmore Blvd(right) to Wilkinsburg [45
miles]. This whole area is complicated, but a good place to ride.

View of Springdale and the Allegheny River from the Coxcomb Hill summit.

Coxcomb Hill. A climb to bedone atleastonce aseason. Start o@is undeiLogan's
Ferry Rd, crossing the bridge intblew Kensingtonon the OrangeBelt. Leave the
Orange Belt by goingtraight at thdrase of thd.ogansFerry Rd. climb, substituting
for it a shorter,steeperclimb over Coxcomb HI on Oakmontand Logang-erry Rd.
to the Yellow Belt (right), with return hrough Oakmonand AlleghenyRiver Blvd.

[40 miles]. Coxcomb Hl is not recommended in theverse directionas the hill is

too steepdownhill, the road toonarrow,and the raffic too heavy, thisbeing a major
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dump-truckroute.Some locakyclists (notme) use this descerfor maximumspeed
attempts (55-65 mph is easily attained, but forget it).

Turkey Ridge Rd. Ride out Freeport Rdand over the New Kensington Bidge.
Right and then left on 7t8t. (SR56)which takesyou across SR366, owhat is now
7th St. Rd., a hillKeepstraight on 7tIt. Rd. Ext., which leadsback to 7thSt. Rd.
(SR780), goingight. Just beforeghe descent dow®R780 toSR380,turn right into
the Westmoreland County Industrigdrk and conneatith Camp NancyRd. After a
downhill, turn right on TurkeyRidge Rd. (intersectingvith Merwin Rd. (left) just
before SR356. Left and righp BeighleyRd. toHankey ChurciRd. (right), right on
Sardis Rd. to th®©rangeBelt (left), right on Shearer R., left on Milltown Rd. to
Hulton Rd. (right) to Oakmont, returning on Allegheny River Blvd. [50 miles].

SR366 out of New Kensington and West

Someday it will occur to someone to pave and fix the shoulder on heavily travelec
SR366 out of New Kensington, but it hasn't happened in the last 40 years.

Reach NewKensington bytaking Freeport Rd. to th@rangeBelt andcrossing the
bridge to NewKensington. Follow thé@rangeBelt to where it turnsright (toward
Oakmont), but go briefijeft and therright, onSR366 (@d GreensburdRd.). This is
a busy road, and it haslousyshoulder, but its a goodway toconnect tcany of six
outstanding climbs to theght (west)to Sardis Rd.via Webster Rd.=Polecat Hollow
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Rd., Wright Rd. Old Leechburg R., DrennenRd., Beighley RI., orHankey Church
Rd. There arether climbs further along, but SR366losesits shoulderafter SR380,
and is dangerous. Allsix climbs aredifferent, and they all suggest different
possibilities for continuation. A few are described below.

Polecat Hollow. From SR366 out of New Kensingtontake Webster Rd.=Polecat
Hollow Rd. (right). A longishill leads to th&®rangeBelt comingoverthe hill from
New KensingtonFollow the OrangeBelt straight, until aright on Shearer RdTake
this to Milltown, then Hulton Rd. (right) to Oakmont. [40 miles].

International Teleport. As undePolecat Hollow take Webster Rd.=Polecat Hollow
Rd. right. Fork right up very step Wright Rd.(a ghostroad). Eventuallyyou will
come upon what looKske a spacestation, amassortment of gigantic TV relay dishes
facing in all directionsat the Pittsburgh Internationdleleport. Turnright down
Browntown Rd., joining with Memorial Aveleft on EntranceRd. to theOrangeBelt
(left). Checkwhereyou comeout, soyou can make this climb some timfgfom the
New Kensingtorside. SeeCoxcombHill for the return.[40 miles]. Turning left on
Browntown Rd. at the space station leads into the Orange Belt almost at the top of
Logans Ferry climb (sdeogans Ferry.

tic relay station on Browntown Rd. near top of Logans Ferry climb
(International Teleport ride).

Intergalac
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Old Leechburg Rd. From SR366 out of New Kensington, gaight up Old
Leechburg K., crossing Sardis @, taking you into Unity. Bear right, go under a
trestle, then turfeft on LeechburgRd. to Saltsburg Rd. (right). Follow Saltsburg Rd.
across Frankstown Rdand Sandy H Rd. Right up Lincoln Rl., past NadineRd.,
becoming Lincoln Ave. through the Lincoln-Lemington part of town. [40 miles].

Drennen Rd. From SR366 out of New Kensington, gaight up Drennen Rd.,
becomingRentonRd. to theOrangeBelt at NewTexas.Right, thenleft on CGenter
New Texas Rd. t&R380(SaltsburgRd.). Right and thereft on Monroeville Trestle
Rd. Right onOld Frankstown M., becoming Lott Rd.Left on Universal Rd. to
Frankstown Rd. (left) to Pittsburgh. [45 miles].

Beighley Rd. Has to be done deastonce aseason. Go rightip Beighley Rd.
(recently repaved, sodf) just pastDrennenRd. An unforgettablelimb. Right at the
top (Hankey Church Rd.) to the Orange Bledift in Plum onOld LeechburgRd. See
Old Leechburg Rdor continuation. [45 miles].

Hankey Church Cemetery, site of a notorious bike-throwing incident a number of
years ago.

Hankey Church Rd. This is probably themildest of theSR366-and-wesbptions.
Hankey ChurchRd. (there's acemeteryput thechurchseems tdhavebeenreplaced
by a golf course) leads rigirom SR366after Beighley Rd. and beforeSilvis Hollow

Rd. It joinsBeighley Rd. at the topand eventually €éads to Sardis Rd. Gleft on

Sardis Rd. and follow theogans Ferryride. [50 miles].
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Silvis Hollow. Also known a866-286-380Take SR366 out of New Kensington and
take it past SR380, where it becomes very busy. Go righileie Hollow Rd., which
leads toSR286 (right).Take this taSR380(left), andfollow SR380all the way back
into Pittsburgh on Frankstown Ave. [50 miles].

SR366 out of New Kensington and East

Another option from SR366 out of New Kensington is to go(kst),for example
on Dutchman(s) (Run) &, Myers Rd., Menk(s) Rd., Merwin Rd., Whitten Hollow
Rd. (gravel). All of these lead to SR780, from whgoe may go either right to dtth
Washington;left back toward New Kensington; orforge more or lessstraight, into
Stronglanderritory. Most of hese roads can be reached equatyl by going east
through Penn Hills, climbing to the Orange Belt, and connecting with Saddisvith
descents t&5R366 onPolecat HollowRd., Old Leechburg R., DrennenRd., or
Hankey Church Rd.

Dutchmans RunRd. Climb challenging DutchmanRun Rd. to theleft out of New
Kensington. Gaight on SR780 toMyers or Menks Rd. (righ Descend td&5R366
and climb up Old Leechburg Rd., finishing as ur@dkt Leechburg Rd40 miles].

S Tarentum Brie
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Tarentum Bridge. At Tarentum,follow the bridgeover the AlleghenyRiver on
SR366. Right at a stoplight omhat is cakd Freeport Rdand finish through New
Kensington as undésarvers Ferry [40 miles].

Wildlife Lodge. Begin as undefarentumBridge, but turnleft on LeechburgRd. to
Wildlife LodgeRd. (right). Follow thisacross SR5&)earingright until SR780 (left).
Right on MyersRd. CrossSR366 andclimb up Old LeechburgRd. See Old
Leechburg Rdor the return. [45 miles].

TS L O

along Milltown Rd. Dan Chew ke natural springs in his

eeps a list of all
riding territory. He thinks this one may be polluted.

Natural spring

Falcons Park Rd.A superbclimb. Like Wildlife Lodge but turn rightoff Leechburg
Rd. sooner, on Craig Dell Rd., becoming Falcon(s) Park Rd. beyond Bft&tkes
you up to SR780 (left). Right on Dutchmans Run Rd. (nice desé&dhtn SR366 to
Webster Rd(right, nice ascent),encountering th®©rangeBelt atthe top (straight).
Right on Shearer @&, left on Milltown Rd., right on theYellow Belt into Oakmont,
returning on Allegheny River Blvd. [45 miles].
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Allegheny River Blvd.

Accessedirom the botom of WashingtonBlvd., this road eastto Verona and
Oakmont is heavily traveled by ruttaffic, and has lotof graveland brush oiit, but
there are shoulders, and it isaternative to thédighland ParkBridge. The climb up
Nadine Rd. just outside town leads into the exit from town via Lincoln Awgoyifare
concerned abouavoiding that part ofown. If you turn right on theYellow Belt
(Hulton Rd.) inOakmontinstead ofgoing left overthe HultonBridge, theroad takes
you up a steep but not very long hill to a number of shorter, mostlyridiég. Most of
these rides may be more easily reached via the Lifagdnway out oftown, and are
described there.

s

The Hulton Bridge from Freeport Rd. to Oakmont.

Hulton Bridge. A shortandflat ride is totake AlleghenyRiver Blvd. to the Hulton
Bridge and then back on Freeport Rd.; or the reverse. [15 miles].

Hunter Rd. A short loop,with some greatlimbing. Hunter Rd. leavesAllegheny
River Blvd. between Verona and Oakmont just past Daily's Juice Co. (it's called Pl
St. at the bottom), and leads into Penn H¥lsu'll be surprised tdind a hill thislong

so close taown. Follow theroad toHamill Rd., then left to Indiana Rd.(right),
joining HultonRd. (right), returning on Saltsburg Rahd LincolnRd. and Ave. [25
miles].
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Coxcomb Hill Summit.. The hill without the scarglescent. Follow th¥ellow Belt up
the hill out of Oakmont, buleave itwhen it turnsright. Continue up Coxcombiill,
turning right past the top on Kerr Rdecoming Milltown Rd. Rie throughMilltown
and rejoin the Yellow Belt and return through Oakmont or Penn Hills. [25 miles].

Boyce Park WavePool TakeAllegheny River Blvd to theend inOakmont, then
right up the hill, righon Hulton Rdto LeechburgRd. andfollow it aroundleft under
the Turnpike.In Plum, turn right on theOrangeBelt andfollow it all the way past
SR380. Before meetingSR286 take aright down Lindsay Ln. Right on Old
Frankstown Rd. past tigoyce ParRave Pool. Onceagain athe OrangeBelt, turn

left and thenright on Old Frankstown M., becoming Lott Rd. At MainSt. in

Universal go more or lesdraight, onUniversal Rl., which takesyou to the Yellow

Belt and Frankstown Rd. Right and then &aftLime Hollow Rdto SandyCreek Rd.
(SR130). Rightand thenleft on Verona Rd.(The GreenBelt), and follow this into

Wilkinsburg [40 miles].

Copeland Rd. on the White Cloud ride is in slight need of repair as of this writing.

White Cloud Rd. Great ride, lots ofittle twisty hilly roads. AsunderBoyceWave
Pool, turn up the hill out o©akmont with continuatioto the OrangeBelt, but left on

Ross HollowRd. in Plum, left on Old LeechburgRd.,right on Sardis Rd. t&enton
Rd. (left), and down to SR366. Right and thiefi on Renton Rl., fork left and then
right onLower DrennenRd. AcrossSR780 onManchester HilRd. to Milligantown
Rd. (left), right on Schafer Rd., joining Markle REkft) to Melwood (Park) Rd(left),

to a right on Copeland Rd. to a left on White Cloud Rd. After the ovegvasSR56,
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take thefirst left (Lynch Rd.), left on Hulton Rd. to aright on Spooky HollowRd. If
Copeland roadseebelow) is still washedout, then turn right on Markle Rd. to
Markle, then left on White Cloud Rd. [55 miles].

Scenic marker, Milligantown Rd.
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Lincoln Avenue
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The Under-rated Lincoln Avenue Way Out of Town. Photo by Louis Fineberg.

Lincoln Ave./Rd. is arunder-usedvay out oftown, best accessed by going down
Washington Blvd.from 5th Ave., turning left after the hospital, then right, and
following Lincoln Ave. upand out lhrough the picturesque Lincoln-Lemingtarea,
often featured on the evening news for drive-by shootings. It passiseRd. on the
left, and endsat VeronaRd. at gjunkyard with two real junkyard dogs. Goleft and
acrossSandy CreelRkd. and, usuallyup Saltsburg RdFor analternativeclimb, go
briefly right onSandy Creek &, thenleft on Lime HollowRd. to FrankstowrAve.,
then left to the Yellow Belt anditon Rd. A recently discovereglternative is tdake
Washington Blvd. or Dallagve. to BennettAve. (right), thenleft on Blackadore to
Mt. Carmel Rd. (right), and left dvierona Rd. dowmo SandyCreekRd. TheLincoln
Ave. exit links up with the Yellow and Orangdelts,and with many rides described
elsewhere. It is an appropriate way to begin the following rides:

Hulton Rd.-Oakmont. Cross Sandy CredRd. and takeSaltsburgRd. up the climb,
joining upwith the Yellow Belt (HultonRd.) to theleft, where FrankstowiRd. ends.
Follow theYellow Belt downhill, thenleft and intoOakmont.Return on Allegheny
River Blvd. [25 miles].
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Milltown Rd. underpass beneath the PA Turnpike.

Milltown . At the bottom of theéHulton Rd. descent out of the East Hills (ddalton
Rd.-Oakmont)follow the Yellow Belt forjust abit, but bearright on amostly hidden
turn into Milltown (a few houses and &hurch),and takeMilltown Rd. across a
recently cemented metal-grate bridgeder the Turnpikegnd up dew stair-stepills.
On the left you will notice a natural spring comirayt of aplastic pipe.Bear this in
mind for longerides comingoack inthe oppositalirection. Go right orShearer Rd.
up to theOrangeBelt, with access to manfurther rides.Follow the OrangeBelt to
the right, and thentake LeechburgRd. to the right inPlum. Follow the main road
back in a bigdop torejoin the Yellow Belt whereyou left it. Or follow the Yellow
Best left into Oakmont, and return on Allegheny River Blvd. [35 miles].

Descentinto New Kensington. Begin as undeMilltown. At the top of SheardRd.,
take theOrangeBelt to the left to New Kensingtondescending the sghy Logans
Ferry hill. Follow theOrangeBelt acrosgshe NewKensington Bridge andeturn on
Freeport Rd. bnce took someone on thige who wanted to get an idea sample
and short rides around Pittsburgh. He never came back. [40 miles].

Bagdad There are two Bagdads, one on either side of the Kiskiminetas River north

Leechburg, no bridge betwe#rem. Thisride visits the oneon the westside of the
river. Take Milltown to the intersection dBarversFerry Rl., Sardis Rl., and Polecat
Hollow Rd. Take Polecat Hallwv Rd. down toSR366, thenleft to a right up
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DutchmansRun Rl., about aone-mileclimb. Left onSR780 toWildlife Lodge Rd.
(right), then descend @ndcross SR56still on Wildlife Lodge Rd. It will eventually
take you down a steep descerbisome woodsnd a connectiowith Braeburn Rd.
Follow this along theriver. It culminates in aneat one-mile-pluslimb. Left on
GarversFerry Rd.andfollow it all the way to SR356. Cro$$R356 onwhat is now
BagdadRd. Bagdad isthe settlement othe side of thehill. Descendall the way
through the woods tthe railroad tracks at tHsottom.You will notice thatyou have
run out of pavement. Riglaind up on Indian H Rd., agravel climb,soonturning to
pavement againBack at SR356furn briefly right, then left on Armstrong Rd.,
becoming HultorRd. whicheventually joinsSpooky HollowRd. All of this isvery
pretty country. Continue as undgpooky HollowW65 miles].

Sardis Rd An oft-ridden classic. Asinder Garver's Ferryget to the junction of
LogansFerry Rd. and Sardi Rd. Take Sardis Rdor a nice winding romp through
the countryside, asr asSR380, bywhich timethe road hashangechamesback to
LogansFerry Rd. Left to the jungion with SR286, then tak8R286 ashort distance
to (another) Sardis Rd. (rightA pleasant,nearly six-mile downhill takesyou to
Murrysville atUS22. CrosdJS22 andbear rightat the fork on Meadowbrook Rd.
Look for a left-nand turn on the first main road that goes through; Ivy Lane {&ftks
right, right, right),to Trafford Rd. (right), becomindMurrysville-Trafford Rd., which
leads to SR130 near Level Green (right) &kes you back tBittsburgh viaPitcairn-
Turtle Creek. See Braddock Ave. for suggested completions. [50 miles].
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©'2003 Murrysville Classic road race. Photo by James Moro.
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Tour of Murrysville . This pretty ride incorporates one of the routes oMueysville
ClassicRoadRace. Start outs underSardis Rd.Before going toofar along Sardis
Rd. past theynction of SR380 andSR286,take Bulltown Rd. right past &rm
raising some dwarf Skye Islar@httle. Bulltown Rd.eventuallyruns back ird Sardis
Rd. (left). Go past the municipal buildg on yourleft, turning right on Mamont Rd.
Right (straight,really) on Steele Rd. to Hilty Rd. (righBearright on what is now
Wiestertown Rd.through some prettyfarmland. As you get back into some
subdivisionsturn right up HillsChurchRd. Left past the top or€herry Lane, then
right on School Rd. back to Sardis Rtear whergyou began thid0-mile loop. Turn
left on Sardis Rdandreturn tiroughLevel Green aslescribed undeBardis Rd][60
miles].

Climber's Delight This ride takes advantage of Sardis Rdnning alonga ridge
aboveSR366(Greensburg &) comingfrom New Kensington. Get to the beginning
of Sardis Rd(Logans Ferry R.) at theOrangeBelt, atthe top of Polecat Hollow
(Webster) Rd. Go down Polecat Hall (right on SR366), thenright up Old
LeechburgRd. (left on SardisRd.), thenleft down DrennenRd. (righton SR366),
then right upBeighleyRd. Turn right onHankey ChurchRd. to Sardis Rd(eft) to
SR380 (right), andollow SR380 back tdittsburgh[55 miles]. It doesn'ttake much
imagination to see how thigle could be doublelly taking advantage of thalls on
the other side of SR366.

; Y ! —
Natural sprlng along Milligantown Rd., and a chance to fill up your water bottle.
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Milligantown.*** A name mangled orarious maps toMillisantown, Millantown,
Millington, and others. Begin as undeardis RdFrom Sardis R., takeDrennen Rd.
(it's RentonRd. to the right)eft down to SR366. Right and théeft on Merwin Rd.
(multi-stage 2-mileclimb). At SR780turn rightandride tojust short of SR380Left

on North Washington Rd. then quickly fork left on Pine Run Rd., following it where i
turns left.Later, turn left on Watson Rd. (nicelimb through somevoods),becoming
Oak LakeRd. Continue onMilligantown Rd.(SR4077, SR4081)lust past Bair Rd.

Is a natural spring on th@ht, if you want tofill your bottle. Befoe hitting SR56, go

left up Wildlife Lodge Rd. to SR780,and turn right. Bear left off SR780where the
road forks, with a convenience store on the left. Follow this street right to a downhill
SR56. Cross SR56 and gmthe NewKensingtonBridge, returning on Freeport Rd.
[55 miles].

1940s Dodge behind shed along Oak Lake Rd. (Milligantown ride).

Beaver Run Reservoir A bit longer than thdéoregoing,but justasnice. Starout as
underMilligantown. Keep onN. WashingtonRd. insteadf forking left. CrossSR66
on what is now Beaver Run. Rd. , which leadSR880 athe BeavelRun Reservoir
(right). Left soon onPerrysville Rl., the left on Muffley Hollow Rl., which leads to
SR819 (left). After a long swooping descent into Apollo, turn briefly rightfdheleft
up Orr Rd.to OklahomaAt SR356,jog left and right on PineRun Rl., right on
Markle Rd. In Westmoreland Park, left up Willowbroo#.Ride through the country
club by that nameleft at the T to Watson Rd. (rig) becomingOak LakeRd.,
becomingMilligantown Rd. Cross SR56]eft on Leechburg M., which eventually
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deposits you at the top of the Tarentum Bridge. But go straight to a stoplight at the
of Arnold, then right all the way down to the truck ro(léft), to the New Kensington
Bridge. Return on Freeport Rd. [65 miles].

Beaver Run-Salina. For a more atitious ride than thdoregoing, follow Beaver
Run Reservoito Perrysville Rd. and take this straight at Salina. L&iR819when it
turns left. Left into Salina and across brelge into somevery pretty countryside. See
Stronglandfor how to return trough Apollo, Oklahoma,Markle, and soon. [75
miles].

Bridge over the Kiskiminetas River at Salina.

Horrible Hills of the East. Not as bad asnplied, but somehow the name has caught
on. Take Lincoln Ave., SaltsbuRgd., Hulton Rd., Milltown Rd. (seéMilltown). From
Milltown Rd., take Barne®d. to theright, up toFlicker Rd.(left), to LogansFerry
Rd. (theOrangeBelt, right). Leftfrom the OrangeBelt onRoss Holbw Rd., Left on
Harris Rd. up to Sardis Rd. (rightleft on Old Leechburg B., CrossSR366 on
Myers Rd., but quickly right on MerRd., right on PleasaMalley Rd. (notmarked),
alongish gavelly road leading tdJpper DrennerRd. (right), back down toSR366
(left), to BeighleyRd. (right, neatclimb) to Hankey ChurchRd. (right), thenleft on
Sardis Rd. to SR380 (right). Meet t@eangeBelt andtake it throughBoyce Park to
Monroeville toEvergreen Rd. t®ld Wm. PennHwy. (right), to LougeayRd. (left),
left again at S. Rodi @, right on LarimerAve. into TurtleCreek(right on Twinboro
Expwy. Return on Saltsburg Pike to Penn Ave. (left) to Wilkinsburg. [45 miles].

76



Upper and Lower Burrell. A pretty, hilly, rural, and not-too-longride circling
around Milligantown, incorporating threalifferent LeechburgRds. Take the usual
Lincoln Ave.-Saltsburg Rd.-Hulton Rd. way out of the East Hills. At the bottom of the
Hulton Rd. descent, where thellow Belt goedeft, turn rightandride toLeechburg

Rd. #1(left), leading to dittle settlement confusingly calledeechburg, bearing no
relation to the realeechburg inArmstrong County. Right at th®rangeBelt and
then left on Ross Hollow Rd., merging with (Old) Leechburg Rd. #2, which teexls
the hill and down to SR366. Cross this on the small road, forking immediately right ¢
Menk(s) Rd., anice, woodedmoderateclimb up toSR780(right-and-leftjog). Cross
SR780 onthe little road which, atMilligantown Rd. (right-and-leftjog), becomes
Shaffer Rd.which runs into Markle Rd. to the eastMérkle. Straight to Melwood
Park RI., thenleft. For onecontinuation, see@inder Strongland Instead, gdeft up
Watters Rd. Turn right oRuckety ChurciRd. when Watters Rd. turrssnall (some
other time, follow it through soméehills back toMilligantown Rd.). Take Puckety
ChurchRd. acros$SR56 to join Leechbur@d. #3(left). Turn right onSR366 and
cross the bridge to Tarentum; return on Freeport Rd. [50 miles].

There's always abgh olden haz on the madow in Oklahoma Boro.

North Washington. Start outas underMilligantown Rd, all the way to Mrth
Washington [., but stay right insteadf taking PineRun Rd. to theleft. Eventually
cross SR66 at North Washington (Sportsman Rallpw this until it recrosses SR66.
Right on Pine Run Rd. to the sign to Northmorel&adk. Left to Markle,andreturn
as undefttrongland [55 miles].
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Hulton Rd.-Leechburg Rd. Loop. At the bottom of the hill on Hulton Rd., turight,
leaving theYellow Belt. Go toLeechburgRd. (just beforethe railroad overpass) and
turn right,leading to Saltsburgd, returningyou tothe point where Frankstown Rd.
becomes Hulton Rd. Return the way you came. [15 miles].

Hulton Rd.-Universal Rd. Loop. Much the same idea #se preceding ride5o past
LeechburgRd. under thetrestle to Universal Rd. @t), which joins Rodi Rd. just
short of Frankstown Rd. Giaght on Frankstown H., thenleft on Lime Hollow Rd.
Right, then left on Verona Rd. to Lincoln Rd. [20 miles].
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Spooky Hollow Rd. reaIIy IS pretty SpooKky.

Spooky Hollow. A road featureas areturn onvarious rides tdhe eas, for example,
Strongland Follow thePuckety Churclride to SR780, Hartge &, Bair Rd. Turn
right on Watters Rd., which takes you over to Melwood Park Rd. (not marlsedtias
but it isa main road).Left and acrossSR56 to join Spook HollowRd. (left), and
follow this to Ally's Market onEdgecliff (left), becomingLeechburgRd. in Lower
Burrell. Right onSR3660verthe bridge tolarentumandreturn on Freeport Rd. [45
miles].

Puckety Church. | think 'Puckety'must be the sam&ame, originally, asPocketa’'.
What either of thermeans, kcannotsay. Takd.incoln Rd.to Sandy Creek &, then
right and left on Lime Hollow Rdup) to Frankstown Rd. Riglaind theneft (a hard
left) on Universal Rd. to Universal. Left on Main St. to SR380, which you take right t
Center (athe OrangeBelt). Straightand then mmediatelyleft on Center NewTexas
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Rd. to NewTexas Rdand theOrangeBelt again.Right and thereft on Renton Rd.
through Renton, across SarBd. anddown DrennenRd. (try not to wipe out on the
descent). Left 0isR366(Greensburg B) toa right oppositeOld LeechburdRd. on
Myers Rd. Climbto SR780, thereft. Turn right onHartge RI., anarrow lightly
blacktopped roathat leads tdMlilligantown Rd. Left and then mmediately right on
Bair Rd., which joins Puckety Church Rdght), which takes yoto Puckety Church
and Cemetery. Follow thideft to SRB6, whichyou take left carefully to the first
intersectionleft. This is Wildlife Lodge Rd. Bear right back up to SR780Left to
Dutchman(s) (RunRd. (right), cross SR366ascendOIld Leechburg R., crossing
Sardis Rdand bearingight on Ross HollowRd. Right-and-lefjog on Leechburg
Rd. Turnleft at Universal to a right on UniversaldR and return the wayou came.
[50 miles].

Markle. The inspirationfor the song"Moon over Markle." Take Lincoln Ave.,
Saltsburg Rd., Hulton Rd. out wwn. Atthe bottom of Hulton R, turn right on the
Yellow Belt andfollow around intoPlum Boro.Turn right on theOrangeBelt and
immediatelyleft, up agradual ascent (Ro$3un Rl.) eventuallymergingwith Old
Leechburg Rd., which leads to Sardis Rd. = Webster School Radgliahenleft on
DrennenRd. Right at thdottomon GreensburRd. (SR366), thenrmmediatelyleft
on Merwin Rd. Up tdiere, thaide is like North WashingtonBut turnleft atthe top
of Merwin Rd., atSR780,then rightjust past theAlcoa ResearclCenter,following
the sign toMarkle. Left at the Markleintersection. Take thisbad to Melwood Park
Rd. (left), and continue as undgpook Hollow[50 miles].

Just when you think you have escaped civilization, you come around a corner an
see people putting around on golf carts (Willowbrook Golf Club, next to
Northmoreland Park outside Markle).
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Markle-Shearersburg. Extendthe above ride bygoing straight hrough Markle to
Shearersburg, over many shorter hills, eventually joining Garver's Ferry Rdo(left)
return through New Kensington, Tarentum or, for the braveCawecombhill through
Oakmont. (se&arver's Ferry Rd. A very pretty, hard, up-and-down ride. [60 miles].

gy P i 'y 'T{"
Roadside memorials like this one on Coxcomb Rd. outside Oakmont morbidly
punctuate the landscape.
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Frankstown Road.
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Frankstown Ave. (SR380), later becoming Frankstown dR accessedfrom
Washington Blvd. and Bennéedt. east, is gossible way out ofown, but it is long
andusuallytrafficky, and it does nolkead anywhere natovered equallyvell under
Lincoln Ave. or Penn Ave.-Wilkinsburd.occasionally like to go on Frankstown to a
left on Blackadore Rd. up to Mt. Carmetl.Reading to Verona Rd. (th@reenBelt).
Robinson Blvd.in Wilkinsburg (to theleft from PennAve. atthe base of thé’enn
Ave. Hill) is another way tomeet upwith Frankstown Rd.Laketon Rd. out of
Wilkinsburg also @adsthere, up anice long brick-pavedhill. If you take Frankstown
Rd. far enough, it runs into th&ellow Belt (Hulton Rd.) at Saltsburg Rd. Some
shortish rides are the following:

Oakmont. Follow Frankstown Rd. until it becomes tiellow Belt (HultonRd.), and
follow this out of Penn Hils and around t@akmont, returmig on AlleghenyRiver
Blvd. [20 miles]. For a variation, from Hulton Rd. tuaft on Indiana Rl., thenleft on
Hamill Rd. to a right orHunter Rd. and descend tbetween Oakmont anderona
onto Allegheny River Blvd. [15 miles].

Saltsburg Rd. Loop Leave townon FrankstownAve., going asfar asSaltsburg Rd.

Take aleft down thenhill, crossingSandy CreelRkd. Right up thenill and backinto
Pittsburgh on Lincoln Rd. and Ave. Slightly more than [10 miles].
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Town of Verona, ancestral home of Romeo and Juliet. The stones from the old
Roman amphitheater were used to build the Giant Eagle just outside town.

Verona. Take Frankstown Rd. past the intersection whetgns intoHulton Rd.(the
Yellow Belt), then turnleft off the Yellow Belt at thefirst main intersectionthen left
again on Shannon Rd.heh takesyou into Verona atAlleghenyRiver Blvd. Left to
Pittsburgh [15 miles].

Jefferson Rd. Turn right off Frankstown Rd. orRodi Rd. (the Yellow Belt), but
immediatelyfollow the Yellow Belt (Jefferson [|.) across 1376 tadOld Wm. Penn
Hwy. (right). Left at Lougeay Rd., left again at S. Rodi Rd., right on LarAwer into
Turtle Creek (right on Twinboro Expwy. Return on Saltsburg PikeeionAve. (left)
to Wilkinsburg. [15 miles].

Forest Hills. Take eitherFrankstown Rd. okLaketonRd. northeastrom Swissvale
Ave. in Wilkinsburg to GrahamBIvd., then right on tIs asfar as Churchill, across
Wm. PennHwy., joining briefly GreensburdPike. Right onBraddock Hl., leading
across US30. Right on Brinton Rd., running into Malle. which, tothe right, goes
into Edgewood and rejoinSwissvale Ave. orthe other side ofhe traintracks.[10

miles].
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Unity. Take Universal Rd. to the right off Frankstown Rd. by turning right at Rodi Rd
and keepindar left. Take this toMonroeville-Trestle Rd(right and thenleft on
SR380), andake this intoUnity to Leechburgrd. (left), which you follow back to
Saltsburg Rd. just before the Yellow Beft Frankstown RdReturn on Saltsburg Rd.
and Lincoln Ave. [25 miles].
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This no-sweat sign along Leechburg Rd. always eIiits guffaws.

Boyce Park. Turn right off Frankstown Rd. omRodi Rd., then mmediatelyleft on

Universal RdIn Universal,just past where ThompsdRun Rd. joinsfrom the right,

take Lott Rd. up théill to join Old Frankstown RdLeft on Monroeville-Trestle Rd.
(the Orange Belt), which takes you along the west sidBopte Park. AtNew Texas
take theOrangeBelt right and therleave it tothe left on Unity TrestleRd. to Unity,
catching LeechburgRd. to theleft, which you follow to Saltsburg Rd.(right),

returning on Lincoln Rd. and Ave. [35 miles].

Frankstown-Monroeville Loop. Follow Frankstown Rd. and th&R380 as iteads
past the AlcomaGolf Course tothe OrangeBelt (right). Right at BeattyRd. to
Evergreen Dr. to Old WnRPennHwy., then right onJeffersonRd. (good climb) back
to Frankstown Rd. (left and return). [35 miles].
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Penn Avenue-Wilkinsburg

—

Abraham Lincoln statue atbase of Penn Ave. climb.

Penn Ave. east through Wilkinsburg takesi up afairly goodhill, but it is asimple
and quick way out of town. | find myself using it a lot in thiater, because it leads to
rides that keep fairly close to town. Before the hill, by turning left orGiteenBelt at
Swissvale Ave. on Montier Stou canoin RobinsonAve., which goes up a notery
big hill, crosses FrankstowAve., and become¥erona Rl., leading down to the
intersection ofSandy HI Rd. and SaltsburgRd. (seeunder LincolnAve.). But,
usually,follow PennAve. all the way up théill outsideWilkinsburg. Taking a right
turn on Greensburg Pik&eyondthe top of thenill gives an alternativand shorter
way (thanBraddockAve.) of getting intoTurtle Creek andor pursuing any of the
rides described under Braddock Afs. going past théurnoff ontoGreensburg Pike
you will come to Beaulah Rd. (SR130) which, with a jog to the righteffavill join
you with Churchill Rd.and is a goodvay to connect to theédld Wm. Penn Hwy.
parallel toUS22.Hereare some rides whicloin logically with the PennAve. way
out of town.

Ardmore Blvd. TakeGreensburg Pike tthe bottom of thdnill outsideTurtle Creek.
Right turn to ArdmoreBlvd., reurning to Wilkinsburgthrough ForesHills. Another
ride with the same general idea but vathillier return is noto twrn righton Ardmore
Blvd. but to gooverthe hill toward Braddock andurn rightunder the underpass on
Ravine St. Take this up into East Pittsburgh to Brinton fe#). Left on PallasSt. to
Wolf St., becoming Brinton Rd., turning into Maple St. in Edgewood. [15 miles].
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Trafficky Trifecta. This blue-collar ride @kes in three rudewn townsalong the
MonongahelaStart outas underArdmore Blvd.At the bottomof Greensburg Pike
turn right to Braddock. In Braddockyer theRankin Bridge andight to Homestead.
Through Homestead tihe GlenwoodBridge, returmg through Hazelwood on 2nd
Ave. [20 miles]. Instead of the GlenwooBridge, extend theride abit by following
the signs to Carson St. Come and coming back over the Hot Metal Bridge.

Pittsburgh's only Hungarian restaurant, in Hazelwood.

Greensburg Pike Sec. 2Short andhilly. As above,take Greensburg Pike to the
bottom ofthe hill outsideTurtle Creek. Turnleft, and thenright to getover to what
may be AirbrakeAve. (left). Quickly turn right up over aridge onwhat is called
Greensburg Pike Sec. 2. This ndsitl/takesyou over to US 3(hear theYellow Belt
(SR148). Cross US3andturn left to WashingtonAve. (right),descending t&R148
(right). Right on Westinghousdéve. up a sep hill, joining East Pittsburgh &
McKeesportBlvd., eventuallytakaingyou tothe topof BraddockAve. (left) outside
Turtle Creek. Return through Braddock and Swissvale. [25 miles].

Universal** . This is a short ride suitabler winter training. Ifind myselfdoing it as
a defaultwhen Idon'thaveany oherideas. FollonPennAve. and Greensburg Pike
into Turtle Creek. Take th¥ellow Belt (LarimerAve.) tothe left out of Turtle Creek,
but leave it when it goes left to Churchifistead, follow the smaWinding roadto the
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right (ThompsorRun Rd.), eventuallybecoming NortherrPike, for up anice climb
into Monroeville. When you come back intthe Wm. Penn Hghway, take the
sidewalk ahundred yardsr so to thdeft, then turnleft at Chi-Chi'srestaurant down
the hill. Right onOld Wm. PennHwy., thenleft on Monroeville-Trestle Rdwhich
becomes th@©rangeBelt. Take this to deft on Old Frankstown H., becoming Lott
into Universal. Right on Maist., thenleft on Saltsburg Rd(SR380),leavingSR380
at Frankstown Rd. You astill on Saltsburg M., which become&erona Rdand the
Green Belt across Sandy Creek Rd. Right on Lincalnb&coming LincolnAve. to
Washington Blvd Alternatively, gostraight on Verona Rdacross Frankstown Rd.
down into Wilkinsburg and return on Penn Ave. [35 miles].

Northern Pike-New Kensington. Similar to Universalup to the OrangeBelt. I've
done thisride to show arout-of-towner whaeittsburgh ridingooks like. Follow the
OrangeBelt all theway through New Kensington tihe other sidef the Allegheny
River and return on Freeport Rd. [45 miles].

Northern Pike. Start out as peNorthern Pike-NewKensington Follow Northern
Pike acros#JS22Bus. Somehoviinessethe crossing through a parkingt (Rudy's
Subs)over to Monroeville Blvd.Take Monroeville Blvd.left to Moss Side Bid.,
across which theoad again becomes Northd?ike. After a very step descent, turn
right towardMonroeville (Alpine) Park and continue as if on the endSafrdis Rd.
returning on SR130 through Pittcairn and Turtle Creek. [40 miles].

Thrifty Stegasaurus greets visitors to Wilkinsburg at the corner of Penn and
Braddock Aves.
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Monroeville Mall . A chanceo ride Monroeville Ave., Rd.,and Blvd.all in oneride.
Follow Penn Ave. and Greensburg Pike into Turtle Creek. Take the nexeftgaakst
the Yellow Belt (GrantSt., running intoMonroeville Ave.) When Monroeville Ave.
peters out toward theep, turn briefly right to Maple St. (left),thenleft on Oak St. to
Monroeville Rd.(left and up), eventuallymergingwith Monroeville Blvd.along the
northern pemeter of MonroevilleMall. Left on Northern Pike. At theYellow Belt,
turn right and join théougeay Rdride back through Penn Hills [25 miles].

Pitcairn. As under Monroeville Mall, join Monroeville RJ., but veer right on
Township Rd.Continue upll on Mt. PleasanRd., following signs at the tofeft to
Friendship Park. Take the paved path to the left around theparkothe nextstreet
(Poplar Ave.), and turn right, joining Rosecrest Dr., which becomes School St., a ste
descent to Wall Ave. in Pitcairn (left). Toward the top of the long climb that Avall
becomes turn sharphlght on Tilbrook Rl., alongish road along a ridge leading to
CenterSt. and back down int®itcairn.Right on SR130, antbllow SR130when it
turns rightand become8eaulahRd. Left at PennAve. back throughwilkinsburg.
[30 miles]. Much moreexciting alternative:iinstead ofdescending on Rosecresve.
and SchoolSt., goright at the top oMt. Pleasant Rd. tdohnson Dr., thereft on
JohnsonAve., and portagepast thebarrier at theoad closedsign. Thisbecomes a
steep, overgrowrlpng-abandoned "ghosbad" which also takeyou down to Wall
Ave.

Lougeay Rd.A winter's hour-plus ride wheitis cold andyou don'twant to get too
far out of town. Start out as undemMorthern Pike but instead ofgoing right on

Thompson Run &, follow the Yellow Belt (Old Rodi Rl.) where it turngeft toward

US22 Bus. NeadS22 Busbearright, crossing undethe highwayand crossing Old
Wm. PennHwy. on what is now.ougeayRd. Thiseventually éads toJefferson Rd.
near a big concrete water tower. Left takes you to an interseatiofrrankstown Rd.
(left) back to Pittsburgh [15 miles].

Old Wm. Penn Hwy. Take PennAve. out of Wilkinsburgand pastGreensburg Pike
and Graham Blvd. At BeauldRd. (SR130)turn rightand theneft on Churchill Rd.
At Nottingham Rd. turreft, down to a crossing dfS22. Right on McRead{rd.,
which become®©Ild Wm. PennHwy. which goesfor quite away, and ends at US22.
Carefully left along the shouldelior a mile, past theturnoff to SR286, then take the
first right, then aleft on Abers CreelRd. Right onCavitt Rd.,left on SaundersSta.
Rd. Watchfor the downhill right thatSaundersSta. Rd. @akes tojoin SR130 back
through Trafford, Pitcairn, Turtle Creek. [40 miles].

Evergreen Rd. Follow the Old Wm. Penn Hwyride past the crossing with
ThompsonRun Rd. Left on Evergreen RB., joining Beatty Rd. (straight). Where
Beatty Rd.goesright, continuestraight onCooperRd. toOld FrankstownRd. (left).
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Follow Old Frankstown H., Lott Rd., Universal Rd. toFrankstown Rd.Left to
Pittsburgh through the East Hills. [25 miles].

Pierson Run Rd.Follow Old Wm. Penn Hwyto CooperRd. At Old Frankstown
Rd. turn rightand thenleft on Spring Miller Rd., joining PersonRun Rd., which
eventually ends at th@rangeBelt (SR380, SaltsburBd.). Briefly right and thereft
on Unity Center Rd. to LeechburgRd. (left). Left after the underpassstill on
Leechburg M., back toSaltsburgRd. whereFrankstown Rd. becomdsulton Rd.
(the Yellow Belt). Follow Saltsburgh Rd. t&/erona Rl., leading into Wilkinsburg.
[30 miles].

Murrysville. Follow theOld Wm. Penn Hwyride to Old Wm. PennHwy. Not long
after passing Thompson Run Rd., take Evergreen Rd. to the left; it will leave you at 1
beginning ofBeatty Rd.(straight). When BeattyRd. goesright, keep straight on
Cooper Rd. Right on Old Frankstown Rd. Across SR286 this becomes Sagilnore
Rd. JoinNew Texas Rd.right, joining LogansFerry Rd. (right), which takes you
down into Murrysville at Sardis Rd. (right).Cross US22, bearingight on
Meadowbrook RdLeft on either McWilliams Rd. oivy Ln. Left on Meyer Dr., but
then makeright turnsthroughsuburbanstreets untilTrafford Rd. (right), becoming
Murrysville Rd. Right at SR130 hrough Level Green, Trafford, and backthrough
Pittcairn, Turtle Creek, and Braddock. [40 miles].

I‘.Il L e Y

160-year-old corn crib on the Stein family farm, on SR819 hear Congruity

US22 Frontage Follow Murrysville to Murrysville where,next to US22will be Old
US 22. Follow this birough Murrysville, Export, Delmont,Five Points, ©ngruity.
Between Delmontand Five Points,there is a stretch of re&alS22 you'll have to
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follow. At Congruity, turn nortton Congruity Rd. andfollow it to SR819 (right). At
Slickville, turn right on County Rd. Sé&dickvillefor continuation. [70 miles].

Beulah Rd. Arrive in Turtle Creek on Greensburg PiKeft). Rurn quickly left on

SR130 (Beulah Rd.), whiajoes forseveralmiles gradually uphill to theend of Penn
Ave. at a historichurch(left). Return througtWilkinsburg for around [15miles]. Or
continue onSR130 toFrankstown Rdandreturn onit. Or, atFrankstown M., turn

right and thereft on Coal Hollow RI., becomingSandy Creek &, andfollow it to

Allegheny River Blvd. [25 miles].

Fa -...:' -~
s of major bicycle accidents.
While most are dismantled by the authorities after a week or two, this one has last

quite a while at the corner of Allegheny River Blvd and Sandy Hill Rd.
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Braddock Avenue

The Westinghouse Bridge, just beyond Braddock.

Braddock Ave., departingfrom Pittsburgh throughSwissvale,Rankin, Braddock,
Turtle Creek, providesccess to a large number of excellent ridesllotlistances.
Most startout by connectingBraddockAve. with SR130 inTurtle Creek. There are
several better ways of reaching the taf®Braddock than simplgiding out Braddock
Ave. One is totake ForwardAve., changing toCommercial Ave., down from
Beechwood Blvdin Squirrel HIl, continuing straight, left, and nto Swissvale on
ChurchSt,, right on MonongahelaAve., which naturallyleads downstreets (Harriet
St., 3rd Ave.) that eventuallyjoin BraddockAve. near theRankin Bridge(see under
that headingfor additional rides in thigeneraldirection). The same dhongahela
Ave. can be reached by turning right fr@raddock Ave. just aftecrossing under the
ParkwayEast,then right toward the top of thall andleft onto MonongahelaAve.
Follow this to the end of Braddock Ave. at the Rankin Bridge.

Another choice is to go left from Braddog&ke. in Regent Square on Hutchins8h,
right at theend, then left under theviaduct, right, then left on Maple Ave. in
Edgewood, turning int@rinton Rd. throughBraddockHills. It turns to WIf St. in
EastPittsburgh,and therbriefly into PallasSt. From PallasSt. turn right on Brinton
Ave., all theway tothe bottom, circling around to join Braddoclve. onthe other
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side of Braddock, just before the climb into Turtle Creek. Or, in East Pittsburigft go
one street past Cent8t. (wrong-waystreet) thenleft atthe end, whiclwill take you
straight down into Turtle Creek.

Westinghouse bridge is kind of scarytime downhill (western) direicin, butthe way
east isgood most times of dayand getsyou quickly to McKeesport. From Center
Street in EasPittsburgh, turn right oS30 ontothe WestinghousBridge. Right at
the first light, then wind left over tBast Pgh-McKeesport Blvdgllowing it right past
the defunct New Eastland Maiito McKeesportHere is mysecret way to get on the
Westinghousdridge. TakeBraddockAve. to Swissvalethen getover one street to
the righton WoodstockAve., crossingBraddock Ave. on what becomes Hawkins
Ave. Right on LibrarySt. twostreets to BellAve. (left), which becomeCenter St.
leading to the bridge.

The defunct New Eastland Mall, which you pass if you take the Westinghouse Brid
Returning on SR130

Rides returmg onSR130 hroughPitcairnand Turtle Creekhavemany options for
getting back toPittsburgh, theéest being aBraddockAve. throughBraddock and
Swissvale; b) Center St. through East Pittsburgh to a right on BiRugre) Ardmore

Blvd. through Forest Hs to Wilkinsburg; d)Greensburg Pike througWilkinsburg;

e) BeulahRd. (SR130) to Penrve. outsideWilkinsburg; f) 4th St. out of Braddock
up through the Monongahe@emetery to Brinton Rdreferred to asAlpe d'Huez"

because of its many switchbacks); g) Ravine St. to Brinton Rd.
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Earl St./Alpe d'Huez. Among one ofthe steepestlimbs around, this rideloesn't
even getyou past Braddock. Shown to me Ian Chew,who fell over trying to
climb it the time | went with himas did . Tom Chew madeit. From HawkinsAve. in
N. Braddock(seeabove),turn left on Earl St. tothe top. It's brick ontwo sides, with
Belgium block in themiddle,and goes up ifiour stagesleft at the topover to the
Monongahela Cemetery. Gup through thenice switchback$Alpe d'Huez)through
the cemetery to Brinton Rd. Left on Brinton Rd., becoming Mapike in Edgewood.
Right on Edgewood Ave., thdeft under theunderpass, then right @wissvaleAve.
to HutchinsonSt. Left toBraddockAve. in RegentSquare. [10miles]. One street
farther than Earl St., called Coalmont St., does the job almost as well.

The Alpe d'Huez Cemetery Is not only a great climb but affords a nice panoramic
view of the Monongahela Valley.

Wilkins Ave. A winter'safter-work ride.Along Hawkins Ave. (see theantro. to this
sectionabove),catch WilkinsAve. headingoff to the left. This is agood climb up to
Brinton Rd. (left), back through Edgewood [10 miles].

Sixth St. Equally asgood asWilkins Ave.is the climbreached by turnindeft off
Hawkins Ave. on Middle St. (left) to 6th St. (right), also climbing to Brinton (leé),
back through Edgewood [10 miles].

Ravine St.In the samevein asthe foregoingtwo rides, just outside Braddock on
BraddockAve., take Ravinest. tothe left up to Brinton R, left into Edgewood. for

92



conclusion. Ravinest. is oftenused as aralternative toBraddock Ave. for rides
returning through Braddock. [15 miles].

Pitcairn Rd. Take WallAve. left in Pitcairn. Thisturns into Pitcairn B., which leads
to Monroeville Blvd., then right to the Orange B@ltoss Side Blvdand SR48). Turn
right and thenfork left on Haymaker H., which takesyou back to SR13®utside
Trafford. Return onSR130 krough Turtle Creek, then Braddock Ave. through
Braddock [25 miles].
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Some ofthe area's best
Braddock.

Moss Side Blvd. Following the departur&dom Pitcairn onSR130, take &ft on the
OrangeBelt (Moss Side Blvdand SR48)andride the gradualphill stretch into
Monroeville. Continue on theOrangeBelt acrossWm. PennHwy. Left on Old
Frankstown Rd. becoming Lott Rd., returning via Universh| 8altsburg M., Sandy
Creek Rd., Allegheny River Blvd. [35 miles].

Long Run Rd. A sort of symmetricadlternative tavioss SideBlvd. If you turn right
on SR48from SR1300ut of Pitcairn (theOrangeBelt), thisroad (JacksRun Rd.)
becomes Long Run Rd., somewhat too heavily travalest times othe day. Along
climb leads upandover tothe other side of McKeesport, 8R148 (righ). Follow
SR148 tathe Yellow Belt (right), thenleft (off the Yellow Belt) overthe McKeesport
Bridge, returning along SR837 and the Rankin or Homestead Bridge. [35 miles].
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Saunders Station Rd.Take SR130out of PitcairnthroughTrafford on SR130. In
Trafford, turn right onSR993 towhere the climlout of town beginsLeft on First
Street,which turns into aneatclimb. Left atthe top, still on First St., running into
SR130 at Level Green. Left @R130 andhen soorright on SaundersSta. Rd Left

at the top of the dip. Follow Saunders Station Rd. for quite a way, eventually up a h:
climb to join Haymaker Rd. Right to Moss Side Blvd. (SR48), thdeft on
Monroeville Blvd. to a left on Pitcairn Rd. and return via SR130. [35 miles].

The USS Edgar Thompson steel works, still alive in Braddock.

Old Ramsey Rd.lI missed spotting thislimb for yearsput apparentlyt's well known
to runners. TakeSR130 out of Pitcairn, turning left on Old Forbes H., passing
HaymakerRd. on thdeft. (Old) RamseyRd. departdeft in a mile orso. It's along,
moderately haralimb that takeyou into HaymakeRd., afterwhich you canreturn
as undeaunders Station REBO miles].

Meadowbrook Rd. When someone asksu whethetthere areany hills on ths ride,
you are supposetb answeroh, just acouple ofrollers'. TakeOld Ramsey Rdo
Haymaker Rd. to a right on Saunders 8. down a swoopinfill and upagain,left
on Meadowbrook Rd. (this is wheseme riders wilturn around inprotest).Continue
to SR130(left) to HarbisonRd. (left), to Pleasanialley Rd. (left), up and over into
Murrysville, and back as undBteasant Valley Rd50 miles].
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Boxcartown Rd. Start outas underSaunders Station Rdbove,i.e. take SR130
through Trafford. A couple of miles past Level Green onthe left will be an
inconspicuous roaavhere Paintertown Rd. mee®&R130 from the right. This is
Harbison Rd. Take it left to Pleasant Valley Rd.[giefly left on Pleasant/alley Rd.
and thenright at thefirst opportunity, onSnyder Rl., a good hill. This becomes
Boxcartown Rd. and then School Rdthe right. PasHolland Rd. it become&arver
Rd. Left on Denmark Manor Rd., past Claridge-Export Rd. and continue orRErye
becoming Bo(u)quet &R, keepingleft along the edgef the golf course.This will
crossUS22 intothe edge oDelmont. Turnleft on Manor Rd., right on WilsonRd.,
which leads to Old Wm. Penn Hwy. (left). Finish as urgleshy Run[65 miles].

Export. A variation ofBoxcartown RdStart outas underPaintertown Rd.i.e. on
SR993 talrwin. At Irwin take Paintertown Rdeft-and-right toSR130, cros#, and
take Harbison Rd. tBleasanW/alley Rd.Left andright up SnyderRd. Then right on
School Rl., but soonleft on ashort downhill gravellyroad (Holland R.) to what
becomes Claridge-Export Rélake thistowardUS22,forking rightand under US22
into Export. Takdhe mainroadleft to aright on Hills ChurchRd. just outsidetown,
following it left when it goes left. This runs into Wiestertown Rd., which heads north t
Hilty Rd. and SR286(left). Like many other roads in th&rea. Wiestertown provides
an object ésson in encroachinguburbia,with old farms alternatingwith tacky new
subdivisions. Return as undatashington Townshipelow [60 miles].

Someone in Export keeps a caboose and a railway car in his back yard.
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Washington Township. Lower WashingtonTwp. past Murrysville, bounded by
US22 onthe southSR66 onthe eas, SR366 onthe north,and SR286 orthe west,

has aot of niceriding. Here is asampler. Somehawget toExport (for example, by
the ride ofthat name.) Gaight on Pittsburglst. toBorlandFarm Rd(left), then left

on Italy Rd. Whereltaly Rd. goesleft, goinstead straightiown asmall road joining
with Kemerer Hollow Rd(right), which soonturns to Hilty Rd. Left on SteeleRd.,

right on Christy Rd. to SR286, whichttwe left will eventuallylead to ayinction with

SR380.Take SR380briefly until a right onto what isnarked ad.ogansFerry Rd.,

eventuallyrunning into theOrangeBelt atthe top of Polecat Hollow Rd.eft to

Shearer Rd. (righ left on Milltown Rd. to the Yellow Belt, reurning tirough Penn
Hills on Saltsburg Rd. and Lincoln Rd. [65 miles]

Jeannette.Bud Harris' classic ride. Take SR130 from Pitcairi tafford. In Trafford,
turn right onSR993,andfollow it to Irwin. Go upthe hill into Irwin, leaving SR993
through town, and turn left, towaRennGlyn, StrawPump,Adamsburg.Turn left on
AdamsburgRd. (SR3077). Join upvith SR130 justshort of Jeannettegnd return
through Harrison City on SR130. [45 miles].

Harrison City. For a shorter ride thanleannette take SR993 out of Irwin and
intersect with SR130 at Harrison City, returning via SR130. [40 miles].

on Quarry Rd. off Hannastown Rd., above Greensburg.
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Greensburg SR130 goesthrough Jeannette toGreensburg, théNestmoreland
Countyseat, over @aoadthatbecomes alivided highway but with a shoulderthat is
safe enough to ride on. Take SR819 northof Greensburg tBorbesRd. (SR1032).
Left andfollow the beginning of th&orbes Rdride inreversejoining SR993back
through Irwin and Trafford. [55 miles].

Tastyland. Tastyland is @amall, old-fashionedsoftice creamshopthat stands like an
oasis in the desenorth of Greensburg, whef@ld SR66 joinghe newtoll road 66.
Follow SR993 from Irwin to SR66, crogsturn right, and continue a ite or sountil
the road comes to aend, again atSR66 andTastyland. Theeturn road,Locust
Valley Rd., just to the right of the shoptersects with SR130 #ie edgeof Jeannette.
Returnvia SR130 hrough HarrisorCity, Trafford, Pitcairn, TurtleCreek,Braddock
[55 miles].

Tastyland has 44 flavors in stock at all times.

Paintertown. A number of nice roads conné&gR993with SR130, making loops of
various lengthssimilar to Harrison City, for example Pine Hollow Rd. oBaker
School Rd.Probably thenicest is Paintertowmkd., which departs to théeft from
SR993 at the bottom of the hill intawin (take aleft under anunderpass, thenlzard
right). Paintertown Rd. meefSR130 just beyontlevel Green.When youget to the
Paintertownhill, you canavoid it bygoingright, onOIld Farm Rl., which also takes
you to SR130 and a return. Around [35 miles].

Haywood Hill. Takesomeone on this ride wheamu notice theyhave only a 19 or
21-tooth cog on the back for a low gear. Haywood Rd. goes off teftHem SR993
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just past Ardara. Cross Baker School Rd. The restiilhg the morechallenging in
that you don't expectit. Make left turns or keep straight, and you'll run into
Paintertown Rd. (left, then left at SR130, and back through Turtle Creek [35 miles].

Very many rides to the south and south- east pass throuh Trafford out SR993.

Mahaffey Hill . Anotherride to surpise your undergeareftiends with. Go through
Trafford toward Irwin on SR993ust aftethe hill outsideTrafford, goright and dog-
leg backover BrushCreek.This is Mahaffey Hl Rd.,the centerpiece of the ride. At
the top, continueleftish-straight orBaird Rd., becoming Ardara &, which deposits
you downhill at thefoot of Leger Rd. Either go straight upeger Rd. and do the
reverse ofVhite Oak Park40 miles]; or gdeft to SR993.Briefly right and therbear
left on Haywood Hill (see the ride by that name) [40 miles].

Three Neat Hills. From SR993going toward Irwin, follow HaywoodHill (first neat
hill). Take Paintertown Rd. to SR130 (lefiurn right ontoMeadowbrook RdFollow

Meadowbrook Rd(second neahill) to Saunders Stmn Rd. Turn right and follow

Saunders Station Rd. (neat hill #3) to Haymd&er Turn right ortHaymakerRd. and
join Moss Side BId. just before Monroeville Bld.=Northern Pike. Turrleft on

Monroeville Blvd=Northern Pike and, at the bottom of first downhill, turn left on

Pittcairn RI., which will lead back tdPittcairn.Right on SR130 toTurtle Creek and
return. [45 miles].
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Pleasant Valley*** Some people might consider the namedpantmisleading. We
once lost avisiting cyclist here whohad the injudiciousnegs bring only a 21-tooth
rear cog. His car wasill there thenextmorning,and hewas neveheardfrom again.
Begin as unddrarrison City, but at Westmorelan@ity, afterthe underpass, tutaft
andclimb up toSR130 (Sandy H Rd.). CrossSR130 andkeep going(Pleasant
Valley Rd.). There is areally seep climband a steep descent going up amdr into
Murrysville atUS22. InMurrysville, keepgoing, acros$)S22, on Sardi Rd.Left on
SR286, right on Logans Ferry Rd. to the Orange Belt (left). Right on ShearéefRd.,
on Milltown Rd., right on Hilton Rd. (Yellow Belt) to Oakmont, returning on
Allegheny River Blvd. [65 miles].

Camp Jo-Ann. Camp Jo-Ann is an unrecognizable place at the intersect®R380
and SR366 irthe middle of nowhere. Followleasant Valley Rdto Murrysville,

becoming Sardis &, which you take toSardis, alsauunrecognizableleft on SR286,
quickly right on SR380down a swoopindill to a BP station on theight, just past
"CampJo-Ann". Continue oi5R380 a mile or santil Camp Jo-AnrRd. (carefully

left). Soonleft on Turkey Ridge Rdand finish asunder theride by that name [55
miles].

Alpine Park. From SR130 toward the top of the climb to Level Green, lafirlown,
and therup, Saunders Stmn Rd.Fork left andfollow Saunders StationdR turning
right off it partway up a climb to gditough Alpine Park (orCavitt Rd.). Left on
Abers Rd. Justbefore SR2, the road takes laft turn up a step climb(Northern
Pike). Follow this umndacross Moss Side Blvd. ARudy's Subn the right, hop
overthe curbandcrossUS22 Bus. to the continuation dforthern Pike intoTurtle
Creek. [35 miles].

New Texas Begin as undeilpine Park.In Alpine Park, keep right anfdllow Cavitt
Rd. up a hill brough a housindevelopment tdJS22. Cros2JS22 onwhat is now
McClure Rd., which takes deft at a fork,running nto New Texas Rd(left). Cross
US286. NewTexas Rd.becomes theOrangeBelt at SR380,which you take to
Leechburg Rd. at Plum Boro and tHeave it tothe left. In Unity afterthe underpass
take aleft still on LeechburgRd. up to the intersectiowith Frankstown Rd. and
Saltsburg Rd. Take Saltsburg Rd. back to town via Lincoln Ave. [40 miles].
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eodesic dome house on SR993 on the way to Bushy Run.

Bushy Run** Follow SR9930out of Irwin to HarrisonCity. In Harrison City, turn

right with SR993 andollow it left and up a couple dfills to Bushy RunStatePark,
marking the site oh victory ofthe Britishover al1763Indianrebellion.Well past the
park turn left on Baughman Rd., right on Dutch Hollow Rd. past Lux Rd. ongtite
Cross BoquetRd. up a shorsteephill on Ader Rd., which changesnames to
Claridge-Export Rdas it crosses undetdS22 into Export. Watchfor the nearly
invisible stop-sign atthe intersectiorwith Mellon Rd. In Export,follow the road
(PittsburghSt.) left to Murrysville atthe same point where thli@leasantValley and
Sardis Rdrides meet US22. Cross US2@rk right on Meadowbrook ., andfinish

through Level Green (see the endsafdis Rd. [55 miles].

Hills Church Rd. Vary and lengtheBushy Rurby turning right on Hills Church Rd.
outside Exportrunning into Kemmerer Hollonand thenHilty Rds., eventually
running ino SR286 (left). Return onSR286 andollow the opposite direction of
Sardis Rd[65 miles].

Claridge. A slightly shorterand possiblynicer version ofBushy Runlin Harrison
City, take the first left off SR993 (Harrison City-Export Ralndfollow it out of town.
Take thefirst main right (Watt Rd.)andfollow it through Claridge, an example of
what is meant by gatch (old nming town). Keep straight along rolling Dutch
Hollow Rd.which eventuallyloops to the nortland thennorthwest up a short steep
climb (Lux Rd.). You are nowheading into Mirrysville onthe end of theBushy Run
ride, [55 miles].
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Drop to Jeannette A nice way to geto JeannetteStart out asinderBushy Run
Before SR66 gosouth(right) to Jeannette owariousroads: Claridge-Jeanneti.,
Dry Dam Rl., Ridge Rd.-Southerlandst.-SR766, alltaking you to SR130(right).
Return on SR130 through Turtle Creek and Wilkinsburg. [45 miles].

Penn Similar toDrop to Jeannettebut justpastBushy RunState Parkurn right on
Chestnut Lane anfibllow its extensions (Blieburg Rd. acroS&®130, Richmondla.,
Kings Rl., RailroadSt.) toPennAve. in Penn, which is amappendage tthe west of
Jeannette. Lots of choicéem here, thesimplestbeing toturn right onPennAve. to
Manor, under the underpass, left on Sandy Hill Rd. to SR&&)) then back through
Turtle Creek. [45 miles].

e _— ! =

Haunted house at the base of th

Forbes Road.** One ofthe better longer-distance rides around. Fol®RR993 out
of Trafford throughlrwin, Westmorednd City,HarrisonCity, Bushy RunStatePark,
all the way until itends at SR66. Cross SRééxking first right, then taking thdirst
left (Mcllvaine Rd.). At the next intersection turmight (SalverRd.), andturn right at
the next opportunity (ShuRd.). Follow thisroad toOld ForbesRd. (left). Take Old
Forbes Rd. through the village of Forbes Road to SR819 (lef@rAong andpretty
stretch of SR819, with many moderateatird climbs,éads across US23R286, and
SR380. Follow SR819 to itnd outsidépollo. Turn briefly right ontoSR56-66 Al.
and thenleft up the hill to Oklahoma (OrrRd.). Returnvia Marklelower Burrell-
New Kensington, as described un@mongland [85 miles].
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Natural spring just across the bridge in Salina.

Salina. We're not in Kansasanymore. Salina may bihe largestsettlement in the
entire state withouany food orconveniencestore.Follow Forbes Rd.Leave SR819
by going straight toSalina. Take deft across anarrow bridgeand inb sometruly
beautiful climbing and scenery. Take thérst left and follow the obviouspath, on
Beaulah Church Rd., right on twisty Brownstown Rd., later Jackson Rd., fiefalbn
Old State Rd. to Apollo. From Apollo, cross theer andreturn as described under
Forbes Rd[85 miles].

West Leechburg Like Salina,but go right in Aoollo to Leechburg. Cross the river
andturn right to WestLeechburg aboutalfway upthe hill, and atevery intersection
keep choosinghe uphillalternative althe wayoverthe hill. You will eventuallyjoin
Piper Rl., which leads up t®&R356 (right Quickly left on Pleasant HillRd., and
follow this to Melwood Park Rd. Goright and finish asunder Spook Hollow[95
miles].
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The Piper family cabin along Piper Rd. (Strongland or West Leechburg rides).

Slickville. A shorter version of Forbes Rd. Take SR819 north only asfar as
Slickville, beyond US22. IrSlickville turn left on County Rd.=Stkville Rd. Before
reachingSR66turn right on Thorndkun Rl., taking you to SR66. Jogight on the
shoulder andhenleft on Silvis Rd.. Here follows some attractive scenery:tumble-
down farms alternatingwith new suburbanhousing. Right on Hilty Rd., left on
Bolinger Rd., becoming Evans Rd., right on Christy Rd., left on Mamont Rd. to Sard
Rd., then right to SR286. SB&easant Valleyor the return [75 miles].

Delmont. SeeForbes Rdfor the beginningCross SR66Instead of turning right on
on Shutt Rd., keep straight the narrow little roa@Salver Rd.] think) and take it to
a left on Sleepy Hollow Rd., to another left on Bedvan Rd. to a quickight past a
small bridge on Jobes Rd.eft on Wilson Rd., becomingRock SpringsRd. across
SR66. At Old Wm. Penn Hwy. turn leftto the attractive town of Delmont, birthplace
of Glen Snyder. FollovDld Wm. PennHwy. (PittsburghRd.) to ExportMurrysville,
right on SardisRd. then quicklyleft on LogansFerry Rd. Take the nexkeft and
connect with Old Frankstown Rd., Universal Rd., Frankstown Rd [70 miles].

Saltsburg. This isnot the wayyou'd go if youcommuted tcand from Saltsburg. If
that's your aimthenthere's aoad called Saltsburg@d. thatruns almostall the way
between the two places. On the present ride, from Slickville (see the ride by that nar
take themainroad (County Rl.) east.This leads into avalley, then up on the other
side toSR286 in Kiski, justoutside Saltsburg (righ Before descendingnto to
Saltsburg (who wanted to see it anyway), turn left on SR981 (idih¢go Salina, then
continue as pe8alina[90 miles].
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Old Canadian traveling show wagon at traile'r'gfé*\?e;afd' at corner of Jobes and
Wilson Rds. (Delmont ride). This wagon carried wrestling equipment.

Twin Valley Memorial Park. On theedge ofDelmont, there is a striking large
cemetery complex where tlgrave markersare vasesfilled with artificial or cut
flowers. Start like Delmont but go right on Wilson &, left fork on Sauls Rd. to
US22,right to arest stopat Five Points Across US22, tak&rees MillRd. and look
for an unnarkedleft on Pump Station B., becomingChurchRd. as it passes the
"memorial park,” to Delmonf(left). Right on Delmont-Manor Rd. pastlenn
Snyder's boyhoodhome, right onWilson Rd. toOld US22 (left), all the way to
Murrysville. Left on Meadowbrook M., andfinish asunderSardis Rd.A long [65
miles].

Historic Hannastown Hannastownwas the historic WestmorelanQounty seat,
burned to theground in1782 bythe Britishand Indians. Start out agnderForbes

Rd. At the intersection oDld ForbesRd. and SR819, continustraight, toHistoric
Hannastown (dew restored log buildings)Left (north) and follow the main road
(striking Albert Steel farmhouse on tledt, dated1900). CarefullycrossUuS22 to Old
Wm. Penn Hwy. (left)pbserving the historiold CongruityTaverndown to theright.

In Congruity, Old Wm. Penn Hwy. gives out, so you'll have to turn right on Congruit
Rd. toSR819.You'll want toturn left on SR819, becausthere's arest stopat Five
Points (BP Station) on US22. Finish as untem Valley Memorial Parl.70 miles].
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building and stocks in Historic Hannastown.

Restored log
KeystoneState Park. For me this ridevas anexcuse toride through theancient
Egyptiancity of Luxor. Go straight lrough HannastownH{storic Hannastowi
cross HannastowndR and join US119(eft). Quickly right on SR1053.Left at the
next opportunity tand through_uxor (SR1026) which is located neafwin Lakes
County Parkeast of Greensburgeft to Old Crabtree, themight on township roads
(they change numbers at every township border and aren't well marked in any case
SR981 (left), which runs next to Keystone State Park. B&k@81north toSaltsburg,
andreturn on Saltsburg Rd. (2B6 to Sardis,SR380 toFrankstown M., Saltsburg
Rd. to Verona Rd. to Robinson Blvd. to Wilkinsburg. [90 miles].

Blairsville. Thisride runs east of my usu&krritory, but it is interesting. It is also a
good way to get to Latrobe. TakElistoric Hannastownthrough Hannastown to
US119.Left, then right onSR1053.Follow SR1053southuntil SR1026(left). Ride
through Donohoe to Latrobe and SR981 JIdfork right onSR1020 outsie Latrobe,
whichwill T into SR217 (left). Ride trough Derryand takeSR217north thrrough
Blairsville. Theroad isflat and fast. Across US22, looKor signs to Saltsburg: 12
miles. At one unmarkedork, keepright; otherwise,the road to Saltsburg mwell
marked. Return to Pittsburgh as described ukdgstone State ParkKLOO miles].

Sutersville.*** Start out towardrwin on SR130 and5R993.Before getting tdrwin
on SR993, turmight justpast the metal-spannéddge. Takehe nextleft up the hill
(eventually, Skellytown Rd.) and turn right at the, toUS30. CrosdJS30and, in a
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block, turnleft in front of afuneralhome (Clay Pike &, laterlrwin-Herminie Rd.).
Ride southfor severalmiles, taking a right(west) toward Sutersville at Rillton, on
Mars Hill Rd. (a sign directgou to Sutersville Lumber). Arup-and-downstretch of
road eventually €éads down into the sleepy town &utersville. Cross the
Youghiogheny River and bear right on Scott Haveln leeping along thenain road
which eventually ends in a climb. Continue the climb aroundytiffecourse and keep
right, for a nice winding stretch ofeveral miles trough GreenockBuena Vista,
Boston(cross the bridge to theght), and onto theOrangeBelt for just a stretch
(SR48, turning intoSR148 after the Orange Belt), leading to McKeesportTake
SR148 out of McKeesport, keeping your eyes peeled in a milefor asharpuphill
to the left (Westinghouse Ave.), which you take. This road leads up to East Pittsburg
McKeesportBlvd., a bng downhill descent to the top &raddockAve., beneath the
Westinghouse Bridge on US3®Return to Pittsburgh throughBraddock or
Wilkinsburg. [55 miles].
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Sign-cluttered entry to Sutersuville.
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Youghiogheny River Trail

A major portion of the Railsd-Trails network has beercompleted beteen Boston
(near North Versailles), Sutersville, West Newton, Smithton, Perryopalifyeyond.

Eventuallyyou will be able to goall the way to WashingtonD.C. The pavement is
firm crushedlimestone,and the road igompletelyflat. It's nice to incorporate the
stretchfrom Sutersville toBoston into theSutersvilleride. It's longer, but ittakes out

all of theclimbing. Theentrance igust across theiver from Sutersville,and ittakes

you tothe Boston-North ¥rsaillesBridge at theOrangeBelt. [60] miles. You may

just want to drive tahe beginning of thé&rail in Boston,park,andride to Sutersville-

West Newton-CedaCreekPark,for a 20-40-mileroundtrip. The entrance at Boston
IS just across the North Versailles-Boston bridge orCttangeBelt. Make two sharp

rights just past the bridge and you're there.
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View from the Youghiogheny Trail. Photo by Louls Fineberg.

Turnpike . Start out as und@&utersvillelnstead of turning towdrSutersille on Mars
Hill Rd at Rillton, continue towardHerminie. Therfollow the signs to Madison. Turn
right into Madisonand then heatéft (east) out of towron the only roadgoing that
way (SR3016)This road crosses theurnpike south of Arona-ollow it (Clay Pike)
left (north), paralleling the Turnpikdack throughArona tolrwin. You will need to
finesse a crossing of US30 by riding to the deftUS30 for ait, then turning right off
it at the first opportunity. Gotoward Irwin and turn right into Irwin and retrace the
route back to Pittsburgh onSR993 toTrafford and SR130 tdPitcairn and Turtle
Creek. [55 miles].
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West Newton. A round-aboutway of getting to West Newton. Start out as per
Turnpike but from Herminie go south (on Wddewton Rl.) to SR136.Take SR136
right (west) hrough WestNewton, crossingSR51, down ahill eventually to the
Monongahela Rivefright). Whenyou reachthe SR136bridge, return oroneside of
the Monongahelar the other - eithethrough McKeesport or Kennywood. [65
miles]. The rough reverse of this ride, startingut throughMcKeesport,along the
Monongahela river on what is called the Two Rivers Scenic Highway, is also nice.

Bells Mills Covered Brldge the'only orlglnal covered brldge still left in
Westmoreland County, of SR136 outside West Newton.

Bells Mills. Do the reverse dlVest Newtoni.e., ride from McKeesport, Glassport, and
Elizabeth to SR13throughWest Newtonandfollow SR1360ut oftown. Right and
thenleft atthe sign to Bells Ml andoverthe 104 ft. covered bridgedated 1850the
only original coveredrdgeleft in Westmorelandcounty (AlleghenyCounty has no
original covered bridges). Follow the road past the Sewickly Presby@narch(est.
1776) toward Wyano. Just outside Wydnm left (norh) to Madison. FollowSR136
out of Madison,eventually across the Turnpike at Aronand return as under
Turnpike [65 miles].

Brush Creek Cemetery***. A good Halloween ride. Toget in the mood, take
Brinton Rd. out of town byollowing Maple St. out of EdgewoodhroughBraddock
Hills, dropping down toBraddock Ave. by forking right on RavineSt. Left on
BraddockAve. upthe hill, right past théWestinghouse Bridge oRast Pittsburgh-
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McKeesport Blivd., forking left past the largelydefunct Eastland Mall down
WestinghouseAve. to SR48 andthe Yellow Belt, which you cross and head
unpromisingly up thevery seephill. Curve right onPublic Rd.or, for amuch better
anddirt climb, continuestraight. Atthe top, turn rightand zig-zagover to Lincoln
Way (left). Continue on Lincoln Way past tieangeBelt (SR48),and takethe next
left (McClintock Rd.) toward WhiteOak Park, up ahill. This road, taken straight,
becomes Muse Lane and then Carpenter Lane, crosses US30, and becomes Lege
(keepleft), more or less the centerpiece of the ried later thehaunted OIld Brush
CreekCemetery, overgrowwith day-liliesand poisorivy. After a seep andnharrow
descent, you have the option of turning righer the trestle té\rdara onSR993(left)
and returning through Trafforand Turtle Creek. Instead, be tougkeepstraight, and
ride upand downsomemorehills, eventuallytaking Mahaffey Hill down to SR993
(left to SR130 and backhrough Turtle Creek and Braddock) [4fniles]. Recent
runnings of this ride have gone to Ardara and taken in the ddaysfood Hill

Cycllsts rest home on Dlxon Ave. frontlng East Plttsburgh McKeesport Blvd.

New Stanton.Get to Bells Mill by doing the ride of that name. Take Yukon Rd. north
out of town, but quickly turn feand then right on some township rod@s34, T529),
then right onand left off Waltz Mill Rd., now on SR3014Left on T539 into New
Stanton. Cross the Turnpilkedreturn asdescribed undeRuffsdale[70 miles]. This

Is all nice country.

Turner Valley.*** Equivalent rides would b&/est NewtonBells Mills, Lowber,
Turnpike but this one igudged best. TakeLincoln Way outof McKeesport, as
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described undeBrush Creek CemeteryPast White Oak Park turn right on
Coulterville Rd. to Turner Valley Rda beautifulstretchfollowing the screaming
descentjncluding one majorlow-gearclimb), then Guffey Rd.,crossing MargHill
Rd.,ending inLowber Rd.Left to Herminie. Go into towrand takeSewickleyAve.
out of town. This will eventuallyrun into SR136 andead across the Turnpike at
Arona. Pass through Aronige. don'tturn left. From SR136, turteft on EdnaRd. to
Adamsburgacross US30Left to Straw Pump,then right to Westmoreland City,
returning onSR993 hrough Trafford, SR130 hroughTurtle Creek,BraddockAve.
through Braddock. [55 miles].
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Every settlement however smaII |t seems, has a war memorlal ThIS one at Shar
contains a surprlsmgly large number of names of servicemen from Shaner and
Guffey.

Shaner War Memorial. Where StevelLoevneralmostendedup. After the descent
after the huge climb under Turner Valley, dog-legright to Shanerdown to the
bottom of a lonesome her. Left at the wamemorial,thenstraight,bearingright at a
fork to Mars Hill Rd. Rightand thenleft at the first opportunity. This leads to a
wonderful descent tust outsideLowber. Left to Hermnie andfollow Turner Valley

[55 miles].

Lowber. Start outas undefTurner Valley RdFor variety, go adar asyou can on
Lincoln Way. It's calked Maus Rd. just before itruns into Clay Pike in Norwin.
Follow Clay Pike Southfor a bit, then right onGuffey Rd.,which leads into the
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Turner Valleyride and to Lowber Rd. outside Herminiaurn right toLowber instead

of left to Herminie. Thisattractiveroad leads through Lowbéo Gratztown, a point
halfway between Sutersville to the rigiidd WestNewton tothe left. WestNewton is

the best choice. From West Newttake SR136 wegtight) down (at first, somewhat
up) to the Monongahela River, areturn to McKeespt on theright of theriver. See

Sutersvillefor returns from McKeesport. [65 miles].

uPEN YO THE PUBLIC .

BEEH o ICE

Beer distributor in McKeesport. It's good it's open to the pulic. It would be a sham
if they kept all that beer to themselves.

Arona. This is Eric Schaffer'sversion ofLowber Start outas if on thereverse of
Turnpike to Irwin. From Irwin, take Pennsylvanidve. to just before US 30Cross
US30 on Black's H Rd. to Wendel Rdto Arona Rd. (left). Right atArona across
the Turnpike through Hermine and Lowber. Finish as ubdeber[60 miles].

Madison. The same idea &®wber,but a longer swath tthe south. Gamne crossing
of the Turnpikefarther south onArona Rd. and cross theTurnpike onYoungwood
Rd., becoming W. NewtonRdhtough Madison, whereyou join SR136 toWest
Newton. From West Newtongturn tirough Sutersville, Blythesdale,Buena Vista,
Boston. McKeesport [65 miles].

Adamsburg. Start out likeArona, but follow Pennsylvania Ave. from Irwin to where it
becomes MairSt. in Adamsburg. Right orPenn-Adamsburdrd. acrosdJS30 to
EdnaRd. Head South t&&R136 (right).Right on Cribb StatiorirRd. to Middletown
Rd. (rght), becomingYoungwood Rd., following itacross theTurnpike. where it
becomes Weshewton Rd.(which, if you want, will take you to West Newton).
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Instead, in Madisortake Madison Rd(right) to Herminie and jointhe Lowber ride
[75 miles]. You may want to try sometinonkey WrenchRd. or SenchurRds. to
the right off Edna Rd., both good climbs which take you over to Arona Rd.

-~
-

P

Adamsburg (above) and Herminie (below) are good examples of "patch" towns,
having grown up nest to mines. The remains of strip mines outside Adamsburg i
this picture are slowly being covered over by greenery.
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Rankin Bridge

Xyl
Rankin Bridge

The Rankin Bridgecrosses théMonongahelaRiver a little north of the Homestead
Bridge. TheBraddockAve. exit (see belowpasses by th&ankin Bridge on the
Pittsburghside, sosee therdor instructions on how tget there.Any ridesover the
Rankin Bridge camlso bereachednstead by thédomestead Hjh-LevelBridge, so
see that heading agell. Since the building dfVaterfront inHomestead, mogieople
prefer to go ovethe Homestead Bridge amdle throughthat tojust short of the
RankinBridge; but that mainlyworks on Sundayd-ere are afew rides that depart
logically over the Rankin Bridge.

Rankin-HomesteadBridge Loop. For ashort ride, gaight afterthe Rankin Bridge
until the Homesteadridge (right). Ride up théill to Beechwood Blvd. irSquirrel
Hill. [5 miles].

McKeesport. The usualuse of theRankinbridge is to go to McKeesporteft on
Kennywood Blvd. tothe McKeesport Bridgeind crossit. Go left out of town on
SR148 (the Yellow Belt, foa while), andake WestinghousAve. up to E. Pigburgh
McKeeport Blvd. Left for a return through Braddock. [15 miles].

Wilmerding . The home of the (defunct) Westinghouse Biake Company After the

McKeesport Bridge gdeft on SR148, theYellow Belt. Up a hill to acrossing of
US30 atWilmerding, then down a nicenill, and aright turn to the Tri-Boro
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Expressway (then left, still followintipe Yellow Belt). Leave theYellow Belt in Turtle
Creek and return through Braddock. [25 miles].

Norwin. Go overthe McKeesport Bridge andft on SR148 toLincoln Way (right).

Follow this to Norwin (a corruptioaf North Huntingdorand Irwn), thenleft at Clay

Pike across US30eft at the first opportunity (BrownstowrRd.), then right at the
bottom of the descenteft on SR993 to Tafford; return onSR130through Pitcairn,

Turtle Creek, Braddock [35 miles].

Mt. Pleasant.There are aleast twoMt. Pleasants soutbf Pittsburgh.This one is
below Greensburg, theenter of amajor berry-growing industry. Begin as under
Norwin, but go south on Clay Pike tderminie. Straighthrough tow to Madison
(right on Main St.). Leave Madisondue south orwhat becomes Mengers Rd. to
Mendon on SR31 (left). Take SR&1LMt. Pleasant. Turmorth toGreensburg on Mt.
Pleasant-GreensburgdR being careful tokeep on ittoward theleft asyou cross
KecksburgRd. Go throughdowntown Greensburgnd connectvith SR130Ileading
throughJeannette. ItdarrisonCity, turn left on SR993throughlIrwin and Trafford,
rejoining SR130 outside Trafford. [65 miles].

Ruffsdale. A slightly longer version oMt. Pleasant starting ouin a slightly different
way. Beginas undeiRound Hll Park. WhereLong Hollow Rd. joinsSR136, take it
left to and through West Newton. Take the right forkSé81out of town, which will
eventually lead througWyano toRuffsdale.Turn north on the road to Newtanton,
cross theTurnpike, and ride parallel to it(on Clay Pike)back tolrwin, as under
Turnpike [70 miles].

Donegal This isabout adar southeast asne would want to go in a daygnd still
come back (Somerset is in the same direction, but that would add abuiggl@o an
already sizablaindertaking). It is éard ride,with a certain amount of mountain
climbing, or at least as close to it@sewill find nearPittsburgh.Begin as undeMt.
Pleasant but ridethroughMt. Pleasantand follow SR31 toDonegal. Between Mt
Pleasant and Donegal is Three Mile Hill. From the edge of Donegal head northeast
SR711until SR130 inStahlstown(left). A conparable butmuch prettier three-mile
climb awaitsyou comingback throughthe woods or6R130toward Lycippus.Take
SR130all the way back through Greensburg adeannette intdPittsburgh.[105
miles].

SR130
SR130 goe$rom Braddock hrough Jeannettand Greensburgand ends abR381

near the Turnpike past Donegal. It nsleable the entiradistance,but there is
moderately heavy traffic most of tixay. Outside Greensbutbe road becomewsore
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rural. Beyond Lycippus tdhe endnear Donegal, it becomesdawnright attractive,
wooded country and mountain road.

Rust Belt (Mon Valley)***. After the Rankin Bridge, goleft on KennywoodBlIvd.
Ride pastKennywood Park on SR837 the McKeesporBridge, crosst, turn right

into McKeesport,and ride to Elizabeth (sedour of the Mor). Right over the
Elizabeth Bridge (SR51) and bankrth on SR837. [35niles]. Thisbasic ride has at
its disposal a number of different bridges, giving rides of varying length, all the way
100: the Glassport, Dravosburgklizabeth, Donora, Monessenand Brownsville
Bridges are the most important. The architecicapital of theRust-Belt isMonessen,
which still has some inactive steel mills standing.

Danceland, near the SR136 bridge to Monongahela. It's currently for sale.

Mon Valley Century. This ride incorporates theolling 70-mile loop of the Mon
Valley Centuryride sponsored irthe late summerformerly by the PittsburghAYH,
now by an arateur radv club.Add to that the30+ miles that it &kes to get to and
from Elizabeth, and you have more than a century. FdRast Beltto Elizabeth, and
continue south next tthe Monongaheld&iver through BunolaElkhorn, and East
Monongahela, to the bridge at SR136. Ctogglonongahela, righaind then soofeft
on Park Ave. (SR481), but soon beaght on SR2023which eventually isnarked as
Bentleyville Rd. Cross under theawful Mon Valley Expressway.Pass through
Hazelkirk, Cracker Jack, and Sudan. Go right on SR2044 just sH@@, aind follow
this (right) ino Bentleyville. Bear left on SR2041 up amile-long hill, and follow
SR2041(with giant paw-printainted on thgpavement) a nuber of miles through
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Beallsville to a steep downhdind a leftat Clarksvillealong Ten Mile Run into SR88
(left). After a few miles veer right oR88 onto OIBBR88, keeping oke to theiver,

to the historicbridge toBrownsville (it is supposedly thdirst cast-iron bridgeever
built). Right over the bridge tBrownsville and lefon SR4003This involveskeeping

left along theriver. The hill out of Brownsville is a whoppet.eft on SR201through
FayetteCity, thenleft on SR906 hrough Monessefi'Essen onthe Mon"). Meet
SR136 and follow it along the river the bridge you've already crossed once. Cross i
again, turnright, and follow SR837 back intoPittsburgh via Kennywood and
Homestead. Something like [105 miles].
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Layer-cake house in Beallsville. Wood siding on logs, on brick, on two layers of
stone, on concrete.

Pigeon Creek This ride combines elements ghrious oherrides,but it hasits own
logic. Begin as undeMon Valley Centurylt turnsout Bentleyville Rd.goes along
PigeonCreek,hence thenamegiven it by Eric Schaffer. Toward Bentleyville, turn
right on SR519(Pittsburgh Rd.) to a crossigth 170. Left onCarlton RI., along
frontage alond70. Don't betempted to turn right up many promising-looking roads:
most dead-end into SR136 along onésofvorst stretches. Eventuallight (north) on
Brownlee RI., cross SR136later right on Thomas-84 &R becomingLinden Rd.
(bearright). In Thomas, gdeft on Thomas Rd. taMcMurray Rd. (righ). Right on
Bethel Church Rd. to SR88 (left). In Castle Shannolkefjon CastleShannon Bid.,
becoming Scott Rd. Right on West Libeye, (US19). Right on Saw M Run
Blvd. and soorleft on BausmarSt. andfollow it to thetop. Turnleft on Brownsville
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Rd. to S.18th St. and a descent into the South Side and Carson St. Return over the
Metal Bridge [75 miles].

Multi-Billion-dollar boondoggle, the Mon Valley Expressway ruins the sight line
almost everywhere you look on the left side of the Mon River. The bases of the
columns are magnets for graffitti.

SR837

This road, listed as a defaultturn route on manyides ending up south of
Pittsburghand east ofthe Monongahel&River, is narrow and,during the week,
trafficky, and uninspiring, as ipasses much of thglon Valleys rusting mdustrial
heritage For variety, from Davosburgyou canget on SkylineDrive or Pennsylvania
Ave. (right),leading to Hmeville Rd.(left), then CommonwealtAve. (righ), which
depositsyou back on SR837 in Duquesmear Kennywood. Or turreft on
Commonwealth Ave. ttlomestead-Duquesried. (right),which become&avine St.
and leavesyou on SR837 irHomestead. Orfrom Cairton/Coal \alley, take New
England Rd. up to the Century Il Matkoss SR885 to Reigsve. (right)to Lebanon
ChurchRd. (right),left on Delwar Rd. to StreetRun Rd. and the Genwood Bidge.
The problemis: by the time a ridegets toSR837,0ne isusually tootired to think
about anything else.
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Desidero Memorial Park and the elusive Clairton missile.

Clairton Missile. Take SR837 To Clairton, just shoftthe bridge tcElizabeth.Take
St. Claire Ave. uphill to 7th St. or DesideroAve. (left to war memoiraland missile
monument). Tak&VoodlandAve. out of town, becomingRidge RI., which crosses
SR51 anceventuallyends at @ Hall Rd. (right). SeeGill Hall for completion. [45
miles].

Mingo Creek.*** There aremany ways taconnectwith picturesque MingoCreek
Rd. in Mingo Creek State Park southafileyville (two original covered bridges, so it
must be Washington Countyjere is the riddrom the Rankin Bridge. Thefirst third
of the ride is likeTour ofthe Mon, throughElizabeth. Asthere,cross theriver on
SR136 toMonongahela and heambrth on SR88/837, through New EadgWorth of
Monongahela, tak&R88 tothe left. In a couple ofmiles, turn left to Mingo Creek
State Park. Follow Mingo Creek Rd. througlke park to Sugar Run Rtight), which
leads upand down to ¥netia Rd. westf Finleyville. Right throughFinleyville. In
Gastonville, make a left down a shbitt and under a viaducthis road, aftea couple
of hills, becomes Gill Hall RdFinish the rideas underGill Hall [65 miles]. Mingo
Creek camalso beapproached througtine SouthHills, on McMurray Rd., Thomas
Rd., left on Finleyville Rd., right on Sugar Run Rd.
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