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A simple outline

e \What
e Why
e How

I will try to focus on the big ideas to get
you started




What is VIM?

e Vimis ascreen-oriented text editor.
e Vimisold
o Animproved of “Vi” which was released in the
“1970s”

o Butis one of the most used text editors around today!



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9f/Vimlogo.svg/1022px-Vimlogo.svg.png

Vinm...seems wack

e A couple facts straight
o No mouse
o No ‘GUI’ - Graphic User Interface
o Handicapped?



http://2static2.fjcdn.com/thumbnails/comments/Y+tho+_cd83b97f80fc8556db90348a3337d44b.jpg

Vim...why bother?

e Heavily used for
o System administration
o Programming :
o Working with HTML, LaTeX, or other markup languages
o Heavy editing of plain text files

e |t'sEVERYWHERE.

o Andit’s on andrew!




Vim...why bother?

e Ergonomic and Efficient!
e You'll be coding for the next 4 years...and possibly the rest

of your life...
o Carpal Tunnelisreal
e Fingers will ALWAYS stay near the home row.

o Decreases latency



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0d/QWERTY-home-keys-position.svg/1280px-QWERTY-home-keys-position.svg.png
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Vim...why bother?

e Everything you learn expands
e Vim keybindings are everywhere




How: The philosophy of Vi

Vim is a “high-level” text editor

We want to be terse and accurate.

Writing is filled with repetitive tasks

We want the most efficient and ergonomic way to accomplish our goals



http://www.theleonardo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/zen-rock.jpg

Learning to Walk

This presentation just covers enough to get you started

Don't memorize! Too much content
Think: How can | do this faster?
Practice: Best way to learn!
Repeat.




Teach Yourself!

{VE Vim Tips Wiki g
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H EXIEE
e There are great resources out there to o

Welcome to the Vim Tips Wiki

Information
h e | p yo u I e a r n l This wiki is about Vim“, an open-source, powerful and configurable text editor. We aim to exchange tips and tricks
.

with other Vim users. Please help by improving or adding comments to any tip. = Vim documentation Links to

quides, books, tutorials, and

If you are new to Vim, we have plenty of tips that will help you get started. information on other sites

! = Vim scripts Recent changes and
We are currently editing over 1,637 articles.

o 50+ years of documentation to guide you

. o e * About this wiki + Vim news News from this wiki
. VI I I l WI kl 0 Uik and vim.org

= Policies and how to edit = How to report spam

= Discussions and asking questions Imported tips and their authors

o  Greatonline resource for answering questionsf = :ce==e s
e Vimtutor

o Installed on almost all machines with vim
. . Vim 'isl a‘very powerful ed'itor‘that h§s UETY cc'>mmand§, too many to‘
(practlca”y everythlng) explain in a tutor such as this. This tutor is designed to describe

enough of the commands that you will be able to easily use Vim as

o o . an all-purpose editor.
o Just type vimtutor into the terminal i

The approximate time required to complete the tutor is 25-30 minutes,
depending upon how much time is spent with experimentation.
o Thebest way tolearn! ’

ATTENTION:

The commands in the lessons will modify the text. Make a copy of this
.
e :help<cmmd>

file to practice on (if you started "vimtutor" this is already a copy).

= Search the tips

Version 1.7

. It is important to remember that this tutor is set up to teach by
o Internal vim help pages

use. That means that you need to execute the commands to learn them
properly. If you only read the text, you will forget the commands!

Now, make sure that your Shift-Lock key is NOT depressed and press
the j key enough times to move the cursor so that Lesson 1.1
completely fills the screen.




Normal Mode: Navigating

So how do we move around without a mouse?
Letterwise:

hjkl-arrow keys.
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Vim is a MODAL editor

e Insertion (i)
o  The “Drafting mode”
o  Thisis for actually writing text
e Normal (Esc ctrl-])
o The “Editing mode,” the default mode
o Navigation and Revising

e Visual Mode (v)
o Hilighting blocks of text for copy-pasting/deleting

e Command/Ex mode ()
o “The “Filewide mode”
o For filewide operations like searching, saving, etc.
o  Other stuff | don't even understand yet




The Parallel Shift

e Normally thereis a pattern to vim commands

f <char> Look forwards for | F <char> Look backwards
char for char

o} Open new line @) Open new line
below above

i Insert before | Insert at
cursor beginning of line

a Insert after A Insert at end of

cursor

line

NOT

ALWAYS

TRUE




Normal Mode: Navigating

Inline Filewide
e find <next occurrence of letter> e /<searchtext><enter>
o Find <previous> o ?for backwards
e w <pextword> e Gototheendofthefile
o b<backaword> o ggotothe beginning
e O-Beginningofline e nextoccurence of search
e $-Endofline text

o N -previous
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Normal Mode: Editing

Vim has its own intuitive “language.” It has verbs and objects, and the commands are
similar to the english counterparts. You can create “clauses” to manipulate the text

<COUNT> <VERB> <TEXT OBJECT>
2 delete word

deletes two words from the current cursor
position



Doing stuff (memorize this later)

Basic Commands Objects
e vank e word
e delete e Repeat the command (the entire line)
o ddeleteline e $ (cursortoend of line)

e paste - below
o Paste - above

e undo
e ctrl-redo



Going to insert mode from normal mode

What’s the normal way?

change - Deletes the following text object and enter insert mode
Append - Jump to the end of the line and enter insert mode
open - “Opens” a new line and enter insert mode



The most important command

1. Locating
/<pattern><enter>

<|line number>

2. Repeating




A Very Useful Command

e From command mode (:)

o %s:<find>:<replace>:g

The % searches the whole file
The s is the command which is being run (search)
The gis a flag which replaces every instance



Exiting Vim

ﬁ | Am Devioper o3 Following

I've been using Vim for about 2
years now, mostly because | can't ]
figure out how to exit it. " dont o gou g aromion Si?

Put a web desigrier in front of VIM
and tell him to save and exit.

& Peply €3 Petweet % Favorite ees lfore
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Exiting Vim
Once you quit you lose your

‘W tO save undo information. To learn
how to avoid that come to

:q to qu It the extratation this
weekend!

:w(q to save and quit




Demo!

Go slowly this time



Further resources/reading

e vimtutor
e Practical Vim-Drew Neil




Self-sufficiency

| Practice Practice Practice!

Google is your friend!

Your friends are your friends!

Check out the Vim Wiki!

Similar to man pages, you can use

:help <topic>




A whole new world

Registers
Macros
Interfacing with STDIN/STDOUT

Customizing Vim to become an IDE

Codecompletion, folding, markers, buffers, windows, etc....
Using vim...in emacs and other text editors



http://womenwriteaboutcomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/tumblr_nsl1acd2ss1qbemqao5_500.jpg

LPT: Lab pro tips

e Ifyou get an error message that says something like “Vundle” just press enter to
continue
e Ifyougeta“merge commit” screenon pull, then type “:wq!” and press enter to

exit vim and complete the merge
o  Vimitself is used for other command tools such as Git

e Treat both words “More dust” as dust

e The lastinstruction on sliding should be (I always practice in grassy fields).

e “Written by yours truly” (no quotes) should both be directly ABOVE and
BELOW those lines

e |f youscrew upon afile, git checkout <filename>" to reset


https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1e/Baseball_%28crop%29.jpg

