
Emacs Commands 
 
C-  means " cont r ol  key" ,  Hol d down t he cont r ol  key whi l e 

pr essi ng t he next  key 
M-  means " met a key" ,  ( “ Escape”  i n t he l ab,  on ot her  

comput er s somet i mes “ Al t ” ) .   For  met a commands wi t h t he 
Escape key,  pr ess t he Escape key and t hen r el ease i t ,  
t hen pr ess t he ot her  key.  Thus M- f  st ands f or  t he 
keyboar d sequence " pr ess and r el ease t he Escape key" ,  "  
pr ess f " .   

 
C- x C- s  Save f i l e 
C- x C- w  Wr i t e f i l e out  wi t h new name ( i . e.  ' save as ' )  
C- x C- f   Fi nd ( open)  f i l e.  ( I f  t he f i l e doesn' t  exi st ,  i t  wi l l  be 

cr eat ed. )  
C- x C- c  Qui t  Emacs 
 
C- z   Leave Emacs t empor ar i l y  ( r et ur n wi t h " f g"  ( " f or egr ound" ) )  
C- g      Abor t  an Emacs command ( get  out  of  t r oubl e)  
C- _  Undo 
 
C- x 2  Spl i t  Emacs scr een i nt o t wo hor i zont al l y  
C- x 3  Spl i t  Emacs scr een i nt o t wo ver t i cal l y  
C- x o  move f r om one hal f  scr een t o anot her  
C- x 1  Ret ur n t o onl y one scr een ( whi chever  your  cur sor  i s  i n)  
 
C- x C- b  Li st  t he cur r ent  buf f er s 
C- x b  Swi t ch t o a di f f er ent  act i ve buf f er  
 
C- k      Ki l l  t ext  f r om cur sor  t o end of  l i ne  ( Cut  t ext  out )  
C- y      Yank back k i l l ed t ext .  ( Past e t ext  i n)  
 
C- l       Redi spl ay t he scr een i f  i t  i s  gar bl ed 
 
 
Commands t o move about  t he scr een ( can al so use t he ar r ow keys. )  
 
C- f       Move cur sor  f or war d one char act er  
C- b      Move cur sor  backwar ds one char act er  
 
C- n      Move cur sor  t o next  l i ne 
C- p      Move cur sor  t o pr evi ous l i ne 
C- a      Move cur sor  t o begi nni ng of  l i ne 
C- e      Move cur sor  t o end of  l i ne 
 
C- v      Go f or war d one scr een 
M- v      Go backwar d one scr een 
 
 
M- f       Move cur sor  f or war d one wor d 
M- b  Move cur sor  backwar ds one wor d 
M- >  Move t o end of  f i l e 
M- <  Move t o begi nni ng of  f i l e 
 
C- u 7 C- n Move f or war d 7 l i nes 
C- u 10 C- p Move back 10 l i nes 
 
To go t o a speci f i c  l i ne:  Type M- x got o- l i ne <Ent er >,  t hen 
t ype t he l i ne number  f ol l owed by <Ent er >.   Ther e ar e al so 
shor t cut s.  Type t he command " hel p - q emacs got o"  i n a l ocal  
wi ndow t o f i nd out  about  i t .  ( Local  shor t cut  i s  M- x #) .   
 
Emacs has an excel l ent  on- l i ne hel p t ut or i al .   To use i t ,  
st ar t  up emacs.   When you ar e i n emacs,  t ype C- h,  t hen t ype 
t he l et t er  " t " .   Fol l ow di r ect i ons.   When you wi sh t o l eave 
t he t ut or i al ,  t ype C- x C- c.   


