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An ad hoc proof of the list reversal program:

{list ag i}

{list api * (emp A nil = nil)}

j:=mnil;

{listapi * (emp Aj=nil)}

{list g i * list ej}

= {3a, 4. (listai * list 3)) A of = of-4}

while i # nil do
({Ha,ﬁ. (list i * list 3)) A of = af-B A a # €}

= {Fa,, . (list (a-a) i = list 3j) A oy = (a-a)-3}
{3a,0, B, k. (i— a,k « listak x list 3)) A of) = (a-a)t-3}
k:=[i+1];
{Ja,0, 8. (i~ a,k # listak * list 3)) A af) = (a-0)t-3}
+1]:=j;
{Ja,a,p. (i a,j = listak * list 3)) A o) = (a-)T- 5}
{3a,a, 5. (listak * list (a-8)i) A o) = af-a-3}

= {Ja, 8. (list a k * list 3i) A of) = of-5}
ji=i;i:=k
(3o, B. (listai * list 3)) Ay = af-5})

{Ja,B. list BjAah =l -BAa = e}

{list o j}

Note the change of existential witnesses.
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A Derivation — the abstract program:

{true}
{af = e}
a:=aqy; 0 :=¢€;
{af = a'5}
while o # € do
({od =alBra+el
{ah = (fara)'-p}
{ad = (ra)!-(fa)-0}
= (fa)f;
)6}
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{of = al5})
{af =al-BAra=¢}
{6=al}

where f(a-a) = a and r(a-a) = .



Adding the concrete representation: list i * list (3]

{list o i}
{list agi * (emp A nil = nil)}
il
{listagi * (emp A j=nil)}
{list i = listej}
{(list agi * list €]) A o) = o€}
a:=aqq; :=¢€;
{(list i * list B)) Aoy = af-5}
while a # € do
({(Iist ai * list Bj) Aa) =al-BAa e
{(list (fara)i* list 3)) Aof = (fara)-p}
{Ik. (i— fa,k = list (ra)k = list 3j) Aof = (Fara)f-g}
k:=T[i+1]|;
{(i—fak*list(ra)k * list 3)) Ao} = (fara)-g}
[ +1]:=]];

) A af
{(i—fa,j * list (ra)k = list 3j) A ag = (ra)'-(fa)-B}
{(list (ra) k * list (f)-B1) Ao = (ro)-(fa)-3}

Bi=(fa)s;
{(list (ra)k * list 3i) A a) = (ra)f-5}

{(list ack = list 3i) A o = af-3}

{(list i = list 3]) A afy = af-5})
{list BjAa) =al-BAa=¢e}
{list o j}
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Making the while-test concrete:

{list g i}

{list api * (emp A nil = nil)}
j:=nil;

{list i * (emp A j=nil)}
{list g i * listej}

{(list agi * listej) A of = al-€}
a:=aqy;0:=¢€;

{(list ai * list Bj) A a = of-5}

while do

({(Iistai « list B)) Aap =l BAa e}
{(list (fara)i * list 3)) Aof = (fara) -5}
{3k. (i— fa,k = list (ra)k = list 3j) Aof = (Fara)f-g}
k:=1[i+1];
{(i— fa,k * list(ra)k * list 3)) Ao} = (Fara)-g}
[+ 1]:=];

{(i— fa,j= list(ra)k = list 5j) Ao} = (Fara)g}
{(i—fa,j*list(ra)k * list 3)) Ao} = (ra)-(fFa)- B}
{(list (ra) k * list (f)-B1) Ao = (ra)-(fa)-3}
f:=(fa)ps;

{(list (ra)k * list 3i) A a} = (ra)f-5}

{(list ak * list i) A ofy = of-3}

j:i=i;i:=k

{(listai * list Bj) A )y = oﬂﬂ})

{list Bj Ao = at-BAa=e}
{list a j}



Eliminating assignments to the auxiliary variables o and f3:

{“St Qp I}
j:=mnil;

Y

’a::ao;ﬁzze
while i # nil do

(k:: i+ 1];
i+1]:=j;
B:=(fa)B|;

[ai=ral;
ji=i;i:= k)
{list of j}



