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This annual performance plan reports on work that was completed between August 1, 2003 and December 13, 2004 on Cooperative Agreement DAAD19-03-2-022, which was a one year project with a no-cost extension for four additional months.  

At the start of the project, we delivered an elicitation tool and preliminary elicitation corpus to ARL.   During the project, the following enhancements were added to the elicitation tool:  automatic pre-alignment, saving automatically created dictionaries, and independent horizontal scrolling of long sentences.  

The preliminary elicitation corpus was enhanced with a procedure for semi-automated generation of new corpus sentences.  The components of semi-automated corpus generation are (1) an XML schema for specifying features, values, and co-occurrence restrictions between features and values, (2) a preliminary set of features and values written in the XML schema format, based on the Lingua checklist for descriptive grammars, (3) a script for printing the schema in human-readable form, (4) a formalism for a linguist to specify which combinations of features and values s/he is interested in, (5) a program that creates a list of feature structures based on the combinations that were specified by the linguist, (6) the GenKit generator, which can be licensed from the language technologies institute and which allows a linguist to write a small grammar that makes an English elicitation sentence for each feature structure.    The entire process allows a linguist to design and construct a customized corpus for elicitation of data or testing of a machine translation system.

A corrected and updated Spanish elicitation corpus is now available, and an extended English elicitation corpus is also available.   

The latest versions of the corpora, corpus generation tools, and elicitation tool are available to be installed at ARL on request.  
