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NESPOLE! Project Web site

http://nespole.itc.it
1. Project Web site objectives

The Project Web Site is a deliverable foreseen by the workpackage 8 and it must:

ensure participants have visibility of the whole project;

cover objectives, approach, benefits, expected results, consortium details, events etc.;

be updated in the course of the project;

host relevant public result from the project, including reports, presentations, research papers, press releases, audio-visual material and software demonstration, etc. to be added as they become available;

be cross-linked from/to other relevant EC and EC sponsored sites.

The project Web site takes part in workpackage 1 too, contributing in a relevant way to the exchange of the information among the partners and ensuring the smooth integration of the different activity carried on within the project.

1.1 Project Dissemination through the Web site

To disseminate the content of a Web presentation it is important to notify the existence of the site to all the major search engines and directories.

NESPOLE! Web site has already been submitted to the following ones:

Altavista 

Excite 

GO.com 

Yahoo! 

Theyellowpages.com 

HotBot 

Lycos

Arianna

MSN Search

Northern Light

Webcrowler

AmericaOnLine AOL

FAST

Looksmart categories

Websearch2k

Voila-France Telecom

Starting-Point
http://www.altavista.com
http://www.excite.it
http://infoseek.go.com
http://www.yahoo.com
http://www.yellowpage.com
http://hotbot.lycos.com
http://www.it.lycos.de/
http://www.arianna.it
http://www.msn.com
http://www.northernlight.com
http://www.webcrawler.com
http://search.aol.com
http://www.alltheweb.com
http://www.looksmart.com
http://www.websearch2k.com
http://www.voila.com
http://www.stpt.com

NESPOLE! Web site has been already linked by HLTCentral Web site
.

In order to develop an adequate dissemination other related Web site have being contacted. 

2. How is the Web site structured?

In order to maximise the efficacy of the Web communication flow has been provided a flexible structure for the Web site: a network structure.

The more spread information organisation on the World Wide Web is made by a mixed structure that combine hierarchical with linear structure.

A network structure, instead, is more versatility than a hierarchical one: namely it is possible to delete the hierarchical levels of the contents allowing more freedom to the user. Usually this structure uses a navigation bar guiding the Web navigator and allowing a quickly movement between the principal topics of the content.

The navigation bar host all the strategic links of the Web presentation and help to individuate the navigation position in the Web Site Space.

To realise a network structure may be adopted the frame page that allow to fix a part of the Web page (namely the navigation bar).

NESPOLE! Web site is structured in a main page, that shows the menu with the major topics of the site content (Figure 3.1).

3.1 NESPOLE! main page
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From the menu list you can easily access to the site content and each page shows a navigation bar to facilitate the user (see Figure 3.2).

Figure 3.2 Navigation bar
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In order to maximise the efficacy and the efficiency of the Web communication flow the Web site is structured in three levels, each inclusive of defined sections (see the figure 3.3).
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Figure 3.3 Levels and Accesses
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You can find below the detailed description of each section:

1) Project overview. This section shows a summary of the project, the social-economic development and S&T prospect and the contributions to programme key action objectives.

2) Project info. This section focuses on the project’s objectives, on the innovative features, on dissemination and on the final results.

3) Participants. This section provides the participants list: every item is linked to the related Web site.

4) Deliverables. This section will show the public deliverable (also as audio-visual presentation, demo etc.).

5) Events. This section will host public relevant events and the press releases.

6) Related information. Here three link’s categories are listed:

· the more important projects related with NESPOLE! project (under the point of view of the content);

· the major Web sites related to NESPOLE! project too;

· the EC and EC sponsored Web sites.
7) Contacts. Here the name and other useful information to contact the referent of each organisation are reported. 

8) User groups. This section will be reserved to the user groups.

9) Internal use. The access to this section is restricted to the NESPOLE internal participants and it is structured in three subsection (that can easily change in relation to the informative contents developing):

· documents and draft

· technical materials

· meeting

Particularly the navigation bar of the internal use section hosts three voices:

· internal use index

· internal contacts 

· home page

3. Graphic features

NESPOLE! graphic style is inspired by the fruit that in Italian we call “NESPOLE” (you can see it in the NESPOLE! logo). Namely the graphic lines are curved to fit to the fruit shape and to give movement to the picture.

The light orange colour (cold colour) of the fruit is balanced by the blue background colour (warm colour) as you can see in the figure 3.1.

All the colours utilised are been chosen in accordance with the “browser–safe”
 colours allowing a good pages visualisation on different platforms. 

4. Technical information

NESPOLE! Web site address is:

http://nespole.itc.it
The Web site is physically located on a ITC-irst server machine
.

In conformity with W3 Consortium
 the document type is HTML 4.0 Transitional
 and HTML 4.0 Frameset.

The characters are encoding in accordance to iso-8859-1
 standard.

The video appearance of the Web site has been directly tested under the following browsers:

Microsoft Internet Explorer 4.0;

Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0;

Netscape Communicator 4.5.

The Web site has also been submitted to Tone up: a free internet service that provide an automated diagnostics on the Web page and help to find hidden problems on the site relating to:

· Browser Compatibility - verify that the Web site will display in different browsers and versions.

· Readiness - make sure the site is ready to be indexed and submitted to the top search engines and directories. 

· Load Time Check - reports load time from 14.4K to T1. 

· Dead Link Check - detect hard to find dead links. 

· Link Popularity Check - find out how many sites are linking to the Web site. 

· Spell Check - catch misspelled words. 

· HTML Check - how does the site’s design compare to the best. 
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5. Normative reference

[ISO88591] "Information Processing -- 8-bit single-byte coded graphic character sets -- Part 1: Latin alphabet No. 1", ISO 8859-1:1987. 
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� Observatory of Human Language Technology.


� Weinman L., 1996, page 132-164.


� Microsoft-IIS/4.0.


� W3C Recommendation, HTML 4.0 Specification.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.w3.org/TR/1998/REC-html40-19980424/"��HTML 4.0� Transitional is referred to the home page only.


� See the Normative Reference, page 8.






PAGE  
Page 3
NESPOLE! Project IST - 1999 – 11562

