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This talk will relate my experience of using games, simulation and visualization as a means to create a participa-
tory environment to address a variety of problems in the Indian context.  The talk will describe the methodology 
that was developed to address these problems. Further, it will identify the theories and elements from economics 
and technology development for designing solutions that address the needs of people. The primary thesis of this 
work is that co-design of technology, intended capabilities, and institutional arrangements are needed to address 
these problems. Examples from real life will be included to describe and illustrate the need for the use of games, 
simulation and visualization to support participation. The examples include emergency and disaster management, 
rural electrification, and urban slums. The talk will also illustrate the need for cross- disciplinary teams for address-
ing problems in human development in developing countries.
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