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Why The Future Doesn’t Need Us

• Genetics, Nanotechnology, Robotics
• Destructive self-replication
• Geoengineering
• Lack of a code of ethics
• “It’ll happen gradually. We’ll get used to 

it.”
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Possible Trajectories

• Merger
• Equivalence
• Surpass

Optional Exercise

• Review: what did not exist in 1990 that is 
very much extant now?

• Predict: 3 possible futures: what robotic 
system/device/solution will exist in the 
wild in 2035?


