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Research Interests

Education

May 2010

May 2006
May 2003

I am interested in social human-robot interaction. In partic-
ular, I currently study ways in which humans and robots can
interact naturally in physical social situations, such as travel-
ing side-by-side with a person. I am interested in pursuing
additional avenues of human-robot interaction.

Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh PA

Ph.D. in Robotics
Thesis topic: Social Robot Navigation
Advisors: Reid Simmons and Jodi Forlizzi

M.S. in Robotics

B.S. in Computer Science
Additional Major in Philosophy
Minor in Robotics

Research Experience

2003 - 2010

Summer 2005

Social Robotics Project, Carnegie Mellon University

Graduate Researcher. Explored aspects of human-robot interac-
tion. Implemented a model of physical social interaction us-
ing a constraint-based framework, which allows robots to per-
form social tasks such as navigating through crowds or travel-
ing side-by-side with a person. Developed a new robot, Com-
panion, for use in human-robot interaction studies. Used the
Roboceptionist platform to develop and test a model of affect
(moods, emotions, and attitudes) for social robots.

Interaction Lab, University of Southern California

Visiting Scholar. Designed and piloted an experiment to study
how a robot’s physical embodiment be used to influence human
task-related behavior. Examined the effects of engagement and



2002 - 2003

Summer 2001

2000 - 2001

proxemics of a small, non-biomimetic robot on people’s perfor-
mance of physical therapy tasks.

Personal Rover Project, Carnegie Mellon University
Undergraduate Research Assistant. Developed Java-based user
interfaces for the Personal Exploration Rover, a six-wheeled
robot that was deployed in several science centers across the
country.

IBM, Poughkeepsie NY

Intern. Enhanced a Tcl/Tk user interface to function as a
front-end for various design verification tools. Wrote C++
parsers for design reports to highlight key information and
cross-reference layouts and schematics in Cadence utilities.

Project LISTEN, Carnegie Mellon University

Undergraduate Research Assistant. Developed Perl scripts to test
and improve the listening accuracy of an automated reading
tutor for grade-school students.

Teaching Experience

Spring 2005

Graduate Teaching Assistant for “Building the Future,” an un-
dergraduate seminar on robotics.

Scholarships and Fellowships

2006-2008

Fall 2007

2003-2006

2000-2003

1999-2003

1999-2003

Honors

2006

NSF IGERT Fellowship in Assistive Technology
Carnegie Mellon University

Fellowship for Women in Robotics
IEEE Robotics and Automation Society

Graduate Research Fellowship
National Science Foundation

New Economy Technology Scholarship
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency

Judith Resnick Challenger Scholarship for Women
Carnegie Mellon University

National Merit Scholarship

Best Student Paper, HR12006 for [6]



2003 Outstanding Undergraduate Award, Honorable Mention
Computing Research Association

2003 Honor Society of Phi Beta Kappa, member
2001 Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, member
Publications

Publications prior to 2008 are under maiden name (Gockley).
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