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22nd Annual Knox Cup

Pittsburgh-Buffalo-Cleveland

December 17, 2001

Dear Pittsburgh Squash Player


In 1979, Seymour Knox, III of Buffalo donated a sterling silver bowl to inaugurate squash competition and camaraderie among players from Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Buffalo.  This season, Pittsburgh will host the 22nd Annual Knox Cup competition on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, January 18-20, 2002.  This year's event will feature:

· 8 men’s singles

· 1 40+ men's singles

· 1 50+ men's singles

· 3 women’s singles

· 5 men’s doubles (including one event with a combined age of 100+)

· 1 mixed doubles

· 1 women’s doubles

Each Pittsburgh team member is entitled to a maximum of two matches.  We therefore need a minimum of 21 male and 6 female players, but we always try to include more team members.  Our team generally will be based upon playing ability, but players who have traveled to Cleveland and Buffalo are given priority in the year the event is played at home.

We hope you will play for our team this year.  If we receive a check in the amount of the entry fee, we will do everything we can to include you on the team, but cannot guarantee a spot.  The Pittsburgh Open will be held the same weekend.  If you elect to play in both events, we will make every effort to schedule your Knox Cup matches to avoid a conflict.  Remember, the Knox Cup allows a maximum of two matches to the home players, and many players will play in only one match so that we can accommodate more players.

Matches will be played at the Pittsburgh Golf Club and the Pittsburgh Athletic Association.  In addition to squash, your entry fee includes:

· Saturday lunch at the PGC
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22nd Annual Knox Cup
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· Saturday dinner dance at the PGC

· Sunday brunch at the PGC

· An embroidered squash travel bag

The Saturday cocktail hour will feature an exhibition doubles match.  The dinner will be black tie.  There also will be a Friday evening "Pep Rally" at the PAA doubles court gallery.

The Knox Cup will be awarded to the team that wins the most points in squash competition.  To date, each city has won the Cup seven times.  The Broken Barstool Award will be awarded to the person who most visibly personifies the spirit of the Knox Cup.

Play will begin on Friday evening for doubles only.  Registration will be at the PGC on Saturday morning.  Matches will be played all day Saturday and on Sunday morning, ending at approximately 11 a.m., when brunch and the awards will begin.  The doubles exhibition will be at approximately 6:30 p.m. Saturday, followed by dinner at 8:00 p.m.

Participation fees are $125 per player, $175 for a player with a guest, $200 for husband and wife players and $50 for a non-player to attend the Saturday dinner dance only.

Please indicate your guarantee of interest by returning the attached form with a non-refundable (but fully transferable) check made payable to "Cash" and please send the check to Knox Cup Committee, c/o The Pittsburgh Golf Club, 5280 Northumberland Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15217.

As a final word, the Knox Cup always operates at a deficit despite total volunteerism.  Our hope is to have fun while making sure that our guests from Buffalo and Cleveland are treated to the hospitality for which Pittsburgh has become known.  If you are able to become a patron through an extra contribution of $50 or more, we would greatly welcome your support.  Either way, we hope that you will attend the dinner or at least come and watch some squash.

Our RSVP date for the dinner/dance is January 4, but please don't delay -- we will try to make up the team and reply to you as soon as possible.  If, for some reason, we are unable to accommodate you, we will return your check promptly.

The Committee -- Taylor G. Abbett  John W. Douglas, Jr.  A. Gordon Steele  John E. Iole
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22nd Annual Knox Cup
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PLAYER RESPONSE FORM

Name: ________________________  (This part is really important)

Telephone #: ___________________

e-mail address: _________________

_________  Single Player only (enclose $125)

_________  Single Player with non-playing guest ($175)

_________  Husband/wife players ($200)

_________  Dinner/dance only ($50) (indicate number of guests) (black tie)

_________  I would like to be a patron (add $50 or more to the appropriate amount)

I PREFER TO PLAY:  ____  Singles   ____  Doubles  ____ No preference (sorry, but we can't guarantee your event but will do everything we can to accommodate your preference)

_________  I am playing in the Pittsburgh Open and will need to discuss scheduling with you.
________  I CANNOT PLAY BUT WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THE PARTY.  Please indicate number of tickets @ $50 each  ___________.

Please return a check as follows:

Please make the check out to "Cash" and please mail the check to the Knox Cup Committee, c/o The Pittsburgh Golf Club, 5280 Northumberland Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15217.
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