Log Day 11

John Langton of MSHA hq communicated that we have MSHA support, subject to safety and operational considerations, to access the Saxmon/Quecreek mines following the investigative site work.  At that time, estimated at less than two weeks, the scenario is that we will enter (at the timeframe of our choosing)  under the auspice of the mine owner/operators with whom we have good working relations.  John generously offers periodic, discreet information about circumstances and conditions that may support our planning.  

Planning is paramount, and Chuck is commissioned to lead this.  (Ed, let me know if you remain aboard with Chuck in working operations).  Planning will include, at minimum, objectives, outcomes, equipment, procedures, people, safety and schedule.  MSHA will work with us, particularly days prior to our experiment(s).  MSHA, Black Wolf and CMU are now aligned.

MSHA declines our request for interim use of the Saxmon borehole.  Quecreek is ventilated by exhaust fan, so incoming air to the accident region is air that enters through crevices, and….. the borehole.

Thanks to all who worked the proposal, communications and advocacy on this matter.  Please pass our appreciation and good news on to all parties who supported us internally and afar.  

Internally, some of our attention will now be directed to the specific Saxmon/Quecreek opportunity. This does not derail our ongoing configuration process for Responsive Prototyping of Robotic Mine Mapping.

Feed ideas for what we will do for this quick look; how, when and by whom with what technology. Consider the time value of results by the hearing, but do not be compelled by this.  We can gather data from the time we are authorized for entry to the time that the breach is sealed.  Thereafter our approaches may be more dependent on the future technology that we are developing, such as approaching from the borehole. 

The HCII team met to hear the intentions, technology, status and interests of our initiative.

Chin Keong joins as an exchange student from The University of Melbourne, Australia, in his final year.  He is a combined BE (Elec) / BSc (Computer Science); mainly in telecommunications, computer engineering (hardware design) and CS.  Welcome.

CMU’s provost office, not Tech Transfer, will negotiate an agreement with a prospective Course Sponsor.

Our enterprise team is formulated. I drafted and notarized first thoughts for patents and copyrights of possible interest to the initiative.  Chuck reported that Halliburton anticipates investment of a hundred million dollars (in mine mapping techology? Business?). My grasp of this is obviously shaky, but I liked the sound of the hundred mil enough to include the teaser.  Another team is going to roll a robot up and down a borehole, sensing gas and pressure.  Chuck, would you mail pointers to m-map?

Technical activity is abuzz with many conversations and investigations underway.  I sketched and described a configuration for borehole deployment, and I welcome discussion on that matter.
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