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We remain committed to robotically map the Saxman/Quecreek breach and understand that the opportunity will pass with the separation of the mines; perhaps by next weekend.  The situation calls for our best.


Robot Development

Joy, Crown, MSA continue counsel and support.  Crown battery provided mine-certified batteries and guidance for our fab of a certifiable battery assembly.  The robot now features dual hydraulic drives, mitigating spark hazard.   Mechanical linking of front-and-rear propulsion no longer exists. Hydraulic and electrical assembly progesses, including pass-through of the explosion-proof enclosure.  Procurement is complete.  Agenda remains for implementing mechanical, electronic and software details.

Sunday completion

We are committed to full assembly in a sixty hour campaign; 50 hours remain.  We commit to rudimentary documentation in this time period.

Monday Testing & Refinement

Operational testing on Monday will verify function and performance.  We will rework or refine mission-critical shortcomings Monday.

We are tentatively invited to MSHA’s Tridelphia Certification Center for inspection Tuesday morning.   MSHA will look to Tridelphia for perspective on the robot. Scott Roberts suggested that DEP be present at the time of MSHA review, so we will invite Alan Martin.  It is uncomfirmed that Tridelphia and Alan will support this meeting.  DEP will look to Alan Martin of Uniontown DEP for perspective.

Paper submittal- exceptional accomplishment of robotic mapping technology

http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/~thrun/papers/thrun.mine-mapping.html


Mine mapping in the news- voice of robotic mine mapping unspoken/unheard

www.postgazette.com/localnews/20021004quecreekp2.asp
DEP interaction

In phone communication today, Scott Roberts chartered CMU to make its case with Ellsworth Pauley.  Ellsworth will speak with CMU after the weekend and after CMU interacts with Alan Martin, electrical inspector for DEP.  We are working to reach Alan, but have not yet determined contact information.

