Nineteenth Century British Literature

76-236, Spring 2005: MWF, 9:30 to 10:20 AM

Professor: Michael Rectenwald, Ph.D. 

English Department

Email: mdr2@andrew.cmu.edu; mdr2@cs.cmu.edu
Web Page: http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mdr2/
Office: 1604 B Newell-Simon Hall

Phone:  412-268-5922

Course Resources Page (for all online readings, syllabus, assignments, writing resources, etc.): http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/~mdr2/classes/76_236_Spring_05/
(Or, go to http://www-2.cs.cmu.edu/~mdr2/classes/classresources.html and click on your course).

Office Hours: By Appointment 

76-236 LIST OF TEXTS

From Bookstore: 

Arnold, Matthew, Culture and Anarchy: Rethinking the Western Tradition (New Haven, London: 

Yale University Press, 1994); 1869.

Bronte, Emily, Wuthering Heights (London, New York: Penguin Books, 2003); 1847.

Carlyle, Thomas, A Carlyle Reader, G. B. Tennyson, ed. (Acton, Mass.: Copley Publishing, 

1997).

Dickens, Charles, Hard Times (New York: Bantam, 2004); 1854.

Disraeli, Benjamin, Sybil, Or the Two Nations (Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 

1998); 1845.

Eliot, George, Felix Holt: The Radical (New York: Penguin Books, 1995); 1866.

Gaskell, Elizabeth, Mary Barton: A Tale of Manchester Life (Penguin Books: New York, 1996); 

1848.

Tennyson, Alfred, Lord, In Memoriam: A Norton Critical Edition, 2nd edition (New York, 

London: W.W. Norton & Co., 2004); 1850.

Other Primary Readings (Those not provided by the Instructor will be found on-line linked to the above web address, or handed out by the Professor).

Mill, John Stuart, “On Bentham,” London and Westminster Review, Aug. 1838, revised in 1859 in Dissertations and Discussion, vol. 1.

Secondary Texts (Students are encouraged to read criticism provided and to see suggested reading in primary texts).
Abrams, M. H., et al, eds., The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2, 4th edition 


(New York, London: W.W. Norton & Co., 1979).

Arnold, Matthew, Culture and Anarchy: Rethinking the Western Tradition (New Haven, London: 

Yale University Press, 1994); 1869 (Selected secondary readings).

Levin, Michael, The Condition Of England Question: Carlyle, Mill, Engels (New York: St. 

Martin's Press, 1998).
Thompson, Dorothy, The Chartists: Popular Politics in the Industrial Revolution (New York: 

Pantheon Books, 1984).
Williams, Raymond, Culture and Society: 1780-1950 (New York: Columbia University Press, 

1958). 
Course Goals: 

By the end of the course, with due diligence on your part and guidance from me, you should:

1. gain understanding of some of the major cultural, social and intellectual issues of importance to nineteenth-century Britains; 

2. become acquaintanted with the some important nineteenth-century works, including essays, fiction and poetry;

3. gain particular working familiarity with a primary text or a group of primary texts; 

4. appreciate the connections of “literary” forms to social and historical contexts and begin to relate such texts and contexts in your own writing; 

5. attain working familiarity with some of the critical and historical attention given to an issue, a set of issues, a text, or a group of texts;

6. practice responding to literature and culture through analytical and argumentative prose.

76-236 Course Description: 

In the Nineteenth Century in Britain, unprecedented developments in production coincided with dramatic changes in modes of living. Major changes included the migration of peasant farm workers to urban centers; the social dislocation of artisan craft manufacturers and their uneasy integration into mass industry; the effects of mass industrial production on working life, wages, population, pollution, and sanitation; the increasing problem of urban poverty; and the expansion of empire. Political representation and reform was also at issue, with movements for parliamentary and other reform. With the industrialization of print, new readers, reading practices and educational opportunities presented themselves, challenging the traditional objects of education, as well as the hierarchy of knowledges. This course will engage with these and other issues, studying the period through major writing, including essays, poetry and the novel, while also considering a limited selection of contemporary analyses and histories. We will read essays, poetry, fiction and reviews by such writers as Thomas Carlyle, Benjamin Disraeli, Elizabeth and Robert Browning, (Lord) Alfred Tennyson, Charles Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell, Matthew Arnold, and George Eliot. We may also draw on contemporary film to illustrate some of the issues. In addition to regular attendance and providing evidence of having done the required reading, students will be expected to write one short paper analyzing a text or set of texts, and a longer paper that explores an issue or set of issues within (or through) a cultural text or group of texts.

Overview and Major Assignments

The course employs essays, fiction, poetry, and film to develop students’ critical reading and writing practices in connection with nineteenth-century British literature and culture.  The major writing assignments are as follows:

1.  A short paper (4-6 pages) analyzing a text or set of texts, due at mid-term

2.  A longer paper (12-15 pages) that explores an issue or set of issues within (or through) a cultural text or group of texts.

Oral Assignment: Each student will, under the guidance of the professor, prepare and deliver a five minute presentation on a nineteenth-century topic of their choice.

Course Policies

Attendance:  Since this is a small discussion class, attendance is mandatory.  With the exception of absences due to illness, which will be addressed individually, each student is allowed three unexcused absences without penalty. After three unexcused absences, a student’s grade will be lowered one letter grade for every two classes you've missed over three. For example, if your grade for the course is a B and you have five unexcused absences, I will lower your grade to a C. Excused absences are granted on an individual basis for illnesses and other exigencies. “Excused” means that you have notified me in advance of the class that you cannot attend, and I have excused you in advance. Simply emailing me at class time or after does not count. I will not excuse such absences after the fact, without a doctor’s or dean’s excuse. 

Assignments: Assignments are due on the days that they are due, at class time. Exceptions are granted for extraordinary circumstances only, and must be cleared in advance. Essay assignments are docked a letter grade for each class day that they are late. 

Grading:  Percentages break down as follows: 

Short mid-term paper: 300 possible points (30%); 

Presentation: 100 possible points (10%); 

Participation: 200 possible total points (20%); 

Final paper: 400 possible points (40%): 

Total points possible: 1000. 

Each portion of your grade will be considered separately. Thus, for example, a student who writes brilliantly but never utters a word in class may earn 680 points for the papers but 75 points for participation and 50 points for the presentation. Such a student will receive a B.

You will also be asked to do some short, informal writing for class. Such writing is intended to spur you on and can help you to participate in the class discussions.  

Communications:  You can reach me via e-mail at mdr2@andrew.cmu.edu, mdr2@cs.cmu.edu, by phone at 85922, at my office in 1604 B Newell-Simon Hall. Do not wait until after you've missed class or an assignment to notify me of the same.

Daily Schedule:

January

Week 1

M10 Introduction to the course, readings, assignments, etc. Assignment: read “Introduction” to Victorian period from the Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. 2 (handout). 

W12 Lecture on 19th century: cultural, social and political. Discuss reading. Address questions. Assignment: read Raymond Williams from Culture and Society, Intro. and chapter 1 (handout).

F14  Discuss reading. Assignment: read Thomas Carlyle, “Signs of the Times” (from A Carlyle Reader—CR). Bring a short statement interpreting Carlyle’s “Signs of the Times.” 
Week 2

M17 MLK Day, Morning classes will be held: Discuss Carlyle, “Signs of the Times.” Assignment: read chapters 2-4 from William, Culture and Society.
W19 Discuss Raymond Williams. Assignment: read Carlyle, “Characteristics” (in CR).

F21 Discuss Carlyle. Assignment: read Michael Levin, The Condition of England Question, intro and chapter one (handout) and Mill on Bentham (on-line—see course website).

Week 3

M24 Discuss Mill on Bentham in connection with Carlyle’s view of Utilitarianism. Assignment: Read Dorothy Thompson, The Chartist Movement, Intro and chapter 1 and Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 1 and 2 (handouts). 

W26 Assignment: Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 3 and 4 (handout). 

F28 Discuss Carlyle. Assignment: Read Carlyle, “Chartism,” chapters 5 and 6. Bring a short statement in which you discuss the difference between how Carlyle and Dorothy Thompson characterize the Chartist movement.
Week 4

M31 Discuss “Chartism” and The Chartist Movement. Assignment: Read Raymond Williams, Culture and Society, part Chapter 5 given in handout. Start Sybil, Book 1. 

February

W2 Discuss Williams and Sybil. Assignment: finish reading Sybil, Book 1. 

F4 Discuss Sybil. Assignment: read Sybil, Books 2-4. Bring a short statement characterizing what Disraeli means by “the two nations.”

Week 5

M7 Mini-break—no classes

W9 Discuss Sybil. Read Sybil, Book 5-to end. 

F11 Wrap up Sybil. Assignment: read Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights (WH) Volume one (through page 153).

Week 6

M14 Discuss WH. Assignment: read WH Volume 2, chapters 1-6 (through page 210).

W16 Discuss WH. Assignment: read WH Volume 2, chapters 7-9 (through page 244).

F18 Discuss WH. Assignment: read WH to end. Hand out Mid-term paper assignment.

Week 7

M21 Wrap up WH. Assignment: read Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton (MB) to page 112.

W23 Discuss MB. Assignment: read MB to page 201.

F25 Discuss MB. Assignment: read MB to end.

Week 8

M28 Discuss MB. Assignment: Mid-term paper due next class (see handout).
March

W2 Mid-term paper due. Hand out presentation assignments. Watch Hard Times (film).
F4 Mid-semester break—no classes

Week 9

M7-F11 Mid-semester break—no classes

Week 10

M14 Finish viewing HT (film). Assignment: read Hard Times (HT) to end of Book the Second (through page 211).

W16 Wrap up MB.  Discuss HT. Assignment: read HT to Book the Third, chapter 6 (to page 254).

F18 Student presentations; Discuss HT. Assignment: read HT to end.

Week 11

M21 Student presentations; Wrap up HT. Begin poetry segment. Assignment: read Alfred (Lord) Tennyson, In Memoriam (IM), editor’s introduction and the Prologue to the poem, and sections 1-15, 21-30, 34-39, 47-59.

W23 Student presentations; Discuss IM. Assignment: read IM, Sections 60-77, 85, 89, 92, 97, 103-107, 109, 113-end.

F25 Student presentations; Wrap up IM. Assignment: read Robert Browning, “The Bishop Orders His Tomb” and “Caliban Upon Setebos;” Emily Bronte, “No Coward Soul is Mine;” Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Cry of the Children” (handouts).

Week 12

M28 Student presentations; Wrap up poetry segment. Assignment: read George Eliot, Felix Holt (FH), Intro. and text through Vol. 1, chapter 3 (page 52).

W30 Student presentations; Discuss FH. Assignment: read FH 53-90.

April

F1 Student presentations; Discuss FH. Assignment: read FH to end of chapter 24 (pp. 91-245). 
Week 13

M4 Student presentations; Discuss FH. Assignment: read FH, chapters 25-33 (end of Volume 2, p 321).

W6 Student presentations; Discuss FH. Assignment: read FH, chapters 34-39 (through p. 376).

F8  Student presentations; Discuss FH. Assignment: read FH through Epilogue (p. 478). Assignment: read FH, Appendix B, “Address to Working Men, by Felix Holt.”

Week 14

M11 Student presentations; Discuss Appendix B. Wrap up FH. Assignment: Read Matthew Arnold, Culture and Anarchy (C&A), “Matthew Arnold: A Brief Sketch,” “A Publishing History,” and C&A’s Preface (to page 27).

W13 Student presentations; Discuss C&A. Assignment: read Chapters 1-3 of the text (to p. 86).

F15 Spring carnival—no classes.

Week 15

M18 Student presentations; Discuss C&A. Assignment: read Chapters 4-5 of C&A (to page109).

W20 Student presentations; Discuss C&A. Assignment: read C&A to end (p. 141).

F22 Student presentations; Wrap up C&A. Assignment: reading on C&A TBA

Week 16

M25 Discuss reading and C&A. Assignment: reading on C&A TBA.

W27 Discuss reading. 

F29—Last day of classes: Wrap up course. Time allotted for Student Faculty Evaluation online. 
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