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The cognitive world of 21st-century children crosses between the physical and virtual in a way that
evolution has not prepared them for. To succeed in a technological world, they need to develop application-
based skills to negotiate the present and cognitive skills to easily adopt technologies that have not been
invented, yet their development is very much grounded in multi-sensory experiences and play. Children in
the developing world face particular challenges, as access to technology becomes synonomous with access
to information and resources. My research focus has recently moved from access to specific technologies,
namely spoken language processing technologies, to technology education with a global and evolutionary
view. In particular: robotics education, combining physical and virtual realms; technology integration in
primary school curricula; inter-cultural communication; impact of language technologies on language
diversity.
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