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BandAid approach to infrastructure can't
continue, U.S. transportation chief says in
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Carnegie Mellon University Assistant Professor Srinivasa Narasimhan (left) shows Transportation Secretary
Anthony Foxx smart headlights during a tour of the National Robotics Engineering Center in Lawrenceville on
Wednesday afternoon, April 22, 2015.
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By Melissa Daniels
Wednesday, April 22, 2015, 10:42 p.m.
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Lawmakers in Washington tend to define success “as last
year's budget number,” said Secretary of Transportation
Anthony Foxx during a visit Wednesday to Pittsburgh.

Click here to sign up for one of our email
newsletters.

This, he said, is not enough to repair and improve the nation's
aging infrastructure.
“Congress has used a variety of duct tape and chewing gum
over these six years to patch together additional money just to
keep the levels stable, but that says nothing about what the
country actually needs,” he said.
Foxx discussed federal transportation plans at Carnegie Mellon
University's National Robotics Engineering Center in
Lawrenceville. Federal funding has relied on 32 shortterm
plans in the past six years. Funding expires May 31.
Foxx outlined pressing needs, such as an $86 billion backlog in
transit investment. He cited “some breakthroughs” with this
session of Congress, which has a newly fortified Senate
Republican majority, but said consensus on transportation
remains an enigma.
“It's going to take bipartisan support, it's going to take working
together, and that's been difficult over the last several years,”
he said. “From a transportation standpoint, the jury's still out in
many ways because a lot of our issues are coming up.”
During the visit, Foxx met with students, studied the facility's
road and vehicle robotics projects, and promoted his
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road and vehicle robotics projects, and promoted his
department's Beyond Traffic study, a 30year plan that
emphasizes the need for technology in infrastructure.
Herman Herman, director of the robotics center, called Foxx's
visit “an excellent opportunity to showcase the technology that
we've been working on,” such as autonomous vehicles. The
center showed off headlight technology designed to improve
visibility, and traffic signals that respond to congestion.
The Obama administration has proposed a sixyear, $478
billion plan that increases overall transportation funding by 50
percent. Most of the increase is propped up by a proposed 14
percent tax on corporate profits kept overseas.

Daily Photo Galleries
Foxx said he thinks congressional action will come down to
pressure from the public, which is fed up with spending money
on vehicle repairs caused by bad roads.
Melissa Daniels is a staff writer for Trib Total Media. She can
be reached at 4123808511 or mdaniels@tribweb.com.

Monday  May 4, 2015

Allegheny Photo Galleries

Pitt joins Giant Eagle, sets goal to put
more disabled on payroll

Subscribe today! Click here for our subscription offers.

Follow @MelissaMDaniels

Follow @TribLive

Follow Be the first of your friends to follow TribLIVE.com - Pittsburgh's News Source.

Add a comment...
Also post on Facebook
Joe Lucas ·
Painting

Follow ·

Posting as Robert Tamburo ▾

Comment

Top Commenter · Owner at South Side Custom

Keep on cutting revenue steams by lowering taxes for top earners. Bomb the
crap out of a country (Iraq) and use billions of American tax dollars to
rebuild it while our country crumbles.
Reply · Like ·

1 · Follow Post · April 22 at 11:28pm

Facebook social plugin

Show commenting policy

MostRead Allegheny
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Pitt joins Giant Eagle, sets goal to put more disabled on payroll
Vehicle strikes pedestrian near UPMC McKeesport
Missing girl found safe in her Pittsburgh MarshallShadeland neighborhood
Pittsburgh Marathon runner remains in critical condition
Crews dodge ammunition fighting house fire in Penn Hills
Plum Borough officials placed on paid administrative leave
Allegheny County restaurant grading proposal might get an ‘F’
Relentless winter exhausted PennDOT’s snow removal budget
Baldwin man, cleared in 2 murders, set to stand trial
Runner's heart attack, variety of ailments make busy day for marathon medics
Relocation of Air Force simulator a boon for Findlay

http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/8215933-74/foxx-transportation-infrastructure#axzz3ZI26L92r

2/3

5/7/2015

Band-Aid approach to infrastructure can't continue, U.S. transportation chief says in Pittsburgh | TribLIVE
NEWSPAPERS
Obituaries
TribLIVE Mobile News
TribLIVE Mobile Sports
Pittsburgh TribuneReview
eTRIB Digital Replica
TribuneReview
Blairsville Dispatch
Daily Courier
Valley Independent
Valley News Dispatch
Leader Times
The Daily News
Community Newspapers

MARKETPLACE
Autos
Classifieds
Find Pittsburgh Jobs
Homes
Pittsburgh Pennysaver
Store Circulars
Photo Store

FEATURES
Search
Today's Stories
RSS Feeds
Site Map
Contests
Events Calendar
Movie Showtimes
Bloggers
Video

YOUR TOWN
YourCranberry.com
YourFoxChapel.com
YourMonroeville.com
YourNorthHills.com
YourNorwin.com
YourPennHills.com
YourSewickley.com
YourSouthHills.com
YourTwinBoros.com

HELP & SERVICES
Contact Us
Email Newsletters
Feedback
Subscriber Services
Subscribe to our publications
Commercial Printing
Place a classified ad
Print advertising
Pittsburgh Newspaper Group

Images and text copyright © 2015 — Trib Total Media, Inc.
Reproduction or reuse prohibited without written consent.
Advertising Information | Terms of Service

http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/8215933-74/foxx-transportation-infrastructure#axzz3ZI26L92r

3/3

