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Date and Time: May 8th 2004, 2 PM (Although members
tend to gather early.)

Topic: Kavan Ratnatunga will do a presentation on

his friend Arthur C. Clarke.
Location: East Liberty Branch of Carnegie Library.
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June 2004

Date: June 12th, 2004

Topic: Sashats Art Show & Tell.

Location; East Liberty Branch of Carnegie Library.

July 2004
Date:
Topic:
Location:

PARSEC

Pittsburgh Areads Premiere Science-Fiction Organization
P.O. Box 3681, Pittshurgh, PA 15230-3681

President - Kevin Geiselman Vice President - Kevin Hayes
Treasurer - Greg Armstrong Secretary - Bill Covert
Commentator - Ann Cecil
Website: trfn.clpgh.org/parsec
Meetings - Second Saturday of every month.

Dues: $10 full member, $2 Supporting member

Sigma is edited by David Brody
Send article submissions to: sigma@spellcaster.org
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In This Issue:
Cecil on Janvier

Wade-Smith on
Finder

Geiselman on the
Ancients
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Archeologists in South Africa recently discovered
some small shells with holes in them that had been
strung into a necklace or bracelet. They had red ochre
stains, not from having been painted, but from hav-
ing been worn by painted people. Clearly, these people
thought symbolically. The neat thing is that the shells
were worn 75,000 years ago, before the last Ice Age
and twice as old as the previous examples.

I think that what | like most about these discoveries is that it points out that
ancient people were actually smarter than we give them credit for. We sit here
in the 21st Century and think of ourselves as the pinnacle of culture and tech-
nology. We forget that there was a lot that was amazing and wonderful in days
past. We once thought that the Atlantic was impassable until Columbus sailed for
China and got lucky that a continent was in the way. Then we learned that the
Vikings actually had colonies in Newfoundland and explored at least as far south
as Manhattan 500 years before that. Scholars said, 00K, so the Vikings sailed the
Atlantic, but they, surely, were the prst. Ancient people simply didnit have the
technologyo. Really? Then how did Egyptian pharaohs get addicted to cocaine?
And given that Pennsylvania was already inhabited when the Bearing land bridge
was just beginning to thaw, either Siberians sprinted to the East coast or Ice Age
Europeans found their way across the Atlantic.

Antarctica was odiscoveredd in the 1800s but maps drawn 300 years earlier
based on even older maps, not only show Antarctica, but also show coastline that
hasndt been ice-free for a very long time. Hmmm. our ancient ancestors werengt
just stringing beads together, they had ocean-spanning cultures, advanced naviga-
tion techniques, and who knows what other surprises.

Kavan Ratnatunga (who will be speaking on Arthur C. Clarke at the up-
coming meeting) has on his website details of a stone carving found on Ceylon.
Scratched into the rock is a six foot map of the universe with seven concentric
circles in the center that represent the seven seas and the world we know. Outside
our world are crossed circles that represent the stars. And, to one side, is another
set of concentric circles. Another world like our own, perhaps. How wondrous
that these ancient people had so sophisticated a worldview that they could con-
ceive of worlds outside our own. Or perhaps they were even smarter than we give
them credit for.

Atlantis doesnft sound so far-fetched after all.
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Fourth, you state that it is because of our governmentds 0liesd that 200 Span-
iards are dead. | pnd this offensive in the extreme. 200 Spanish men, women, and
children are dead because cowardly homicidal terrorists detonated explosives in
train stations. Perhaps the terrorist cell decided to kill Spanish civilians because
Spain chose to join us in the invasion and occupation of Iraq; perhaps, if the
invasion hadndt occurred, the cell would have chosen to use their men, money,
and explosives to blow up something else instead. But to shift the blame for the
deaths of those people from the murderers to our government is both fallacious
and outrageous. You might as well say that the osilence6 of the Johnson and Nixon
governments in response to Israelds continued occupation of the West Bank and
Gaza makes *those governments* responsible for the Palestinian massacre of the
Israeli Olympic team in 1972,

| applaud the new editorship and design of SIGMA; the newsletter looks
good and reads well. However, | hope for better editorial discretion and more
relevant editorial content in the future. Thanks!

Randy Hoffman

Continued from Page 7
ror stories might enjoy this book. For Doctor Who fans longing for gay content,
this book successfully incorporates sexuality into the mostly asexual world of
Doctor Who. | canit wait to see what the author does for the pending TV series
revival.
Continued from Page 8

The talk covered a variety of structures, including a chart with Pittsburghds own sky-
scrapers, and digressed off into deep structures (bore holes in Russia and man-make lakes
in Nevada), but was enlightening and entertaining to all.

Ann Cecil
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This was a busy month. The committee to get PARSEC true non-propt status with the
IRS (aka the 501c3 group) met again, and expects to pnish by-law rewrites after one more
meeting. There will be a general mailing in June to all paid members of the new by-laws.
These have a really classy mission statement now, crafted by Kevin Hayes, and lots of
detail about how things are going to work (mostly there will be lots more opportunities for
everyone to be an ofpcer and do work for the organization). [oh, wasnit that good news?]

PARSEC is going to have a booth at the Three Rivers Arts Festival. The big one,
downtown, yes, for real! The committee to get it organized had its prst meeting already.
We will have a tent, and try to feature our activities: One tent wall for Conyuence, one for
Alpha, one for Monthly Meetings and SIGMA. We want to have readings of poetry and
yash pction, particularly from by the authors with short stories in Triangulations. We plan
to bring a section of the art panels, so the craftier of us can display their work (for sale
even) & but remember, it has to be work we can take down quickly when it rains. The booth
will be up for the last 3 days of the Festival: the 18th, 19th, and 20th of June. Volunteers
will be welcome; contact Geis (current PARSEC President), David Brody (current SIGMA
editor), or Ann Cecil (current over-volunteered commentator).
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