Subject: log day 4

I've just returned from a 24 hour run to Houston.  The summary of the day

will be incomplete, but not the main point of this note.  I'll use the

format to propose an action.

First the news......

Press again covered our interaction for robotic mine mapping with Senator

Specter and his commitment to earmark $500k of FY03 resources for our

effort.  From my unanswered phone messages, I reflect that it was a good

day to be out of town.  Thanks to anyone who handled inquiries today.  Have

no regrets for failure to cover all the followup with the press.  Stick to

the work more than the story about it.

I read on the way from the airport that PA DEP reported that maps of

abandoned, flooded mines are insufficient, and that there are many

instances of active mining near inactive mining whcih pose risk. Governor

Schweiker mandated a 500 foot standoff versus the former 200 foot standoff

for new mining adjacent to old mining.

Next the action.....

I propose that we deepen our new and important relationship with John Weir

and Ken Yuengling by reciprocating their visit, seeing Quecreek first hand,

learning more about the mines of interest to us, and begin to gather data

at a portion of their specific sites.  The rationale is that we would do

this anyway, we'd get time value from doing this early, and we'd make use

of time for which we hadn't scheduled formal activities. If we made the

trip, then we'd take our display materials along and offer an interaction

on their home ground.  Depending on how far we take the idea, we might

pre-gather data over the weekend, or before the live interaction.

Nicolas, Mike, Chuck, Scott (Sarjoun?), Dave...  You'd be key people if

you'd take this on, and I'd never speak for you in such a matter. THIS IS

ELECTIVE, NOT MANDATORY. How these things work is that anyone who

participates or assists becomes a key person, so this is a very open

invitation.  Everyone... pass the word and let me know whether you would

participate.  This may unfold quickly.

I predict that we would get red carpet treatment and access to all the

perspective, access and partnership that we've dreamed of.

Chuck, look into arrangements and pragmatics. Others, consider whether you

would stretch to participate.  I know that this is asking a lot, but we

have really paid our dues to formulate ourselves, prepare great posters,

great capabilities, and a great story.  That part of the work is

done.  This activity would return much more than we'd put into it.

Thank you for the tremendous work yesterday, and for being up to big things.

Kip, thank you for publishing yesterday's log.

Red

