Log day 9 020903
91 days remain

Proposal


CMU proposed to MSHA the mapping of the Quecreek/Saxman accident site.  Letters of support and advocacy are being developed by others as MSHA considers the proposal.  Special thanks to Christine Gabriel for coaching the process and supporting a powerful letter of advocacy under president Cohon’s signature.

Technical deliberations were substantial in the areas of:

Chassis/Mobility

Sensing

Mapping

Mine characterization

Summaries will be discussed in our course meeting tomorrow, so we’ll spare detail here.

Business deliberations


Conversation speculated on possible markets for the capabilities that we are developing.  Ideas included establishing mine perimeters, estimating mined volumes, and remoting underground experiences.  These conversations were preliminary, undeveloped and unrecorded.  Participants from GSIA’s entrepreneurship course may join us tomorrow to begin a deeper formulation of business possibilities.

Course Marketing


Workhorse Technologies is considering speculation on the IP that we may develop.  Carl Mahler of CMU tech transfer is communicating with Workhorse.  Scott is providing an agreement that Ford used to sponsor a prior CMU course as a template for discussions between CMU and Workhorse.

Engineering News Record


ENR is the premiere civil engineering weekly trade journal.  ENR is producing an article on mine mapping technology against a deadline tomorrow.  They like our story, and they are working with us to develop the quality of imagery that is required for cover art.  It is not clear how this turns out, but it would be unprecedented in my experience to go from a first conversation to cover article with this kind of publication in a day.

Cards


Debbie Tobin produced 50 notecards that feature a historical image of Terregator on its first mine mapping journey.  Use these wisely and personally as we communicate, request and thank to forward the cause.  Does anyone recall the lost art of handwriting?

It is sobering to consider that we began last Monday, and that a tenth of our declared time is past.

It is a good day in the land of Robotic Mine Mapping.

Red

