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C-Store 8 Years Later - 
From Academic Project to 
Commercial DBMS
The Vertica Analytic Database (Vertica) is a 
commercialization of the design outlined in the 
C-Store research project. Vertica has been 
purpose built from the ground up to handle 
analytic type queries on massive amounts of 
data. It is an interesting technology that dabbles 
in advanced storage, distributed systems and 
high performance computing. Though 
interesting in its own right, Vertica is remarkable 
when viewed through a historical lens. Several of 
its key architectural concepts are close 
derivations of innovations described in the 
C-Store paper. A few ideas from the C-Store 
paper were never implemented or implemented 
in a way that is almost unrecognizable from the 
original blueprint, and in some ways these are 
the most interesting.

In this talk we give a brief overview of C-Store 
and focus on its evolution to a commercial 
product with particular attention paid to the 
technological differences between blueprint and 
product.
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