



Peer Review Guide 

The most important thing to remember about a peer review is the role you are playing:  you are a reader trying to accurately record your responses to what you read.  Your job is to give your paper writer data that they can use in evaluating the effectiveness of their prose.  So your main responsibility is to give as accurate and complete an account of your reading responses as possible.  

Example:  If something the writer says confuses you, don't tell them what to do.  Say that you were confused and describe what confused you.  Here's a sample passage from a writer:  

     "Neal sympathizes with people who think the novel the Invisible Man should be reconsidered.  She disagrees with them."

     Obviously, there's a problem here.  How to respond?

1.  "This doesn't make sense" Not very helpful, is it?  Presumably, if the writer could see the problem here, they wouldn't have expressed themselves this way in the first place.  The writer's not necessarily going to know what you think doesn't make sense.

2.  "I didn't understand how the second sentence followed from the first. The second sentence seems to contradict the first.  Also, I thought Neal was a man.”   This response describes what happened when the reader read the two sentences.  This peer reviewer is doing her or his job well.

3.  "Cut out the second sentence."  This is advice.  If you are the type of person who can’t resist giving advice, make sure you explain why your suggestions are necessary, because otherwise your reader will not learn a thing.  For instance, in this case, it looks as if the writer needs to figure out how sentence one and two can both be true and explain this to the reader.  They do not necessarily need to avoid the problem by cutting out sentence two.  Let the writer work from your data and make her or his own decisions; or at least let the writer know why you think they should make certain changes.

Complete the following two steps in your peer review:
Step 1. Read the paper one paragraph at a time.  After each paragraph, write down your responses on a separate sheet of paper using the following format:

Comment on any problems you encountered understanding the paragraph, whether they are logical or grammatical.  This is where you need to describe what happened when you read in as helpful a manner as possible.

Step 2.  Reflect upon the entire paper.

In no more than one paragraph, summarize the author’s summary. After all, each paragraph might make perfect sense on its own, but that doesn’t mean the summary as a whole does.  Identify any comprehension problems that you have with the paper as a whole.  For example, point out confusing or missing paragraph transitions. 

